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THIS POEM CAN BE 
PUT OFF NO LONGER 


by Susan Carlton 


lL; 
You don't exist. He used to say it 
to my face: You don't exist. 


2. 

You're what? What's that? 
Oh. 

Can I watch sometime? 


Yeah, I've heard that that's trendy right 
now, You re just trying to be cool. You're just trying to be 
politically correct. 


You're a fence 

sitter. We're all waiting 

for you to come out 

come down, We're al waiting 
for you. 


Which one are you more, really? Who makes you come 
the most? 


You just take it 
wherever you can get it, don't you? 


We're here to talk today about everybodyexceptyou. We're 
working for the rights of everybodyexceptyou. The i sensi of 
everybodyexceptyou has got to end. 


Don't worry, you'll grow out of it. 


But you're one of us. You can't be one of us and 
one of those, too. 


I could never sleep with you. 

I could never sleep with one of you. 

I might get dumped might get thrown over for one of them might 
get AIDS might die might lose all 

of my friends. 


Oh, so is that why you always 


have such a hard time coming? , 
Yeah, J know that some people feel that way, but 


why do you always have to 
talk about it somuch? - 


You can't ever be monogamous/ get married/have kids / J 
have a stable relationship, can you? _ | 


You're just oversexed i # ad 
horny desperate confused. Why, you'd sleep with anyone, 
wouldn't you? 


Is this your way of telling me 
that you want to go to bed with me? 


I went through that phase too. It lasted 2 

minutes 2 months 6 months 2 years 10 years, but I 

saw the light 

eventually. 


] feel that way too, but that doesn't make 
me. 
one of you. 


WE KNOW THAT IT IS VERY DIFFICULT. : 
WE KNOW EXACTLY HOW YOU FEEL. 

WE CAN HELP YOU. JUST STEP OVER HERE TO THIS 

NICE LITTLE BOX WE HAVE FOR YOU. 

THAT'S IT, STEP INSIDE. COZY, : 
ISN'T IT? THERE NOW, WE'LL JUST PUT ON THIS LID NICE, 
AND TIGHT. IF YOU BREATHE REAL : 
SHALLOWLY, THERE SHOULD BE JUST ENOUGH AIR 

TO LIVE ON. 


NOW, DOESN'T THAT FEEL BETTER? 


4. 

and there is always that morming 7 
fourteen in Foster City, 

I woke up from what was not a dream 

in which the two of you had taught me the meaning of a 

new word 


epilogue* 


"WE NEED TO HAVE THIS MEETING 
AT THIS TREE : 
AIN' EVEN BEEN 
PLANTED 

YET" 





oan June Jordan, "Calling All Silent Minorities”, 
nh “Naming Our Destiny, Thunder's Mouth Press, 1989. 


Reprinted by permission from Bi Any Other Name: Bisexual People Speak Out, 
Hutchins :& Kaahumanu, co-editors, Alyson Publications, 1991 , 
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~ What Anything That Moves 
and My Mother 
Have In Common 


By Karia Rossi 


For months I have labored 
over writing this editorial. The 
presaure of composing the first 
editorial in the first issue of the 
first magazine of its kind created 
the greatest case of writer's block 
since the time I attempted to write 
@ coming out letter to my mother. 

I decided that this editorial — 
should explain why this magazine 
was created; why there is a 
desperate need for such a publica- 
tion at this time. To prepare, I 
Hated all the diverse ways in which 
bisexuality is expressed and all 
- the misconceptions that people 
associate with bisexuality. That 
naturally led to a listing of all the 
ways in which bisexuals can feel | 
invisible and oppressed. After 
months of composing elaborate 
lista, I still could not articulate my 
thoughts cohesively. 

A deadline can be such a 
useful motivating tool. As It 
approached, i reviewed my lists 
and flashed on the letter to mom 
that never materialized. It sud- 
denly became painfully clear as to 
why the words had eluded me in 
both cases. 

Both the letter and this 
editorial signify very personal 
statements as to who I am at my 
very core. Iam bisexual. That 
fact affects every aspect of my 
being: how 1 perceive myself in 
in the grand scheme of the world, 
as I understand it. The grand 
echeme does not favor bisexuality. 
The grand acheme does not favor 
me. 

Under these circumstances, | 
often find myself in the position of 
having to justify my existence, 
oe the need to expose who I am 
ee = te Sneaeeas Enh ny Te to protect 
% ee 1 hawe realized oon 
2 fastifying our right to exist ts 





placing myself and the magazine 
in a defensive position. 


Immediate feelings of anger 
surfaced tipon this revelation. 
Except within the bisexual com- 
munity, | have usually been 
placed in the vulnerable position 
of having to defend my worthiness 
and my right to be accepted. How 
then. can ] expect to write unaf- 
fected by my anger? How can | 
calmly and clearly express the 
pride I fee] at my core and the 
pride behind the creation of this 
magazine when all 1 really want to 
do is slap the collective face of 
society? 

We bisexuals do not have to 
prove anything to anybody. We 
exist and no one has the right to 
claim that we don't. The fact that 
this magazine exists at all is 
justification enough. We demand 
that lesbians, gays, and hetero- 
sexuals acknowledge, accept, and 
celebrate bisexuality as they 
wottid their own sexual orienta- 
tion, We have the right to think, 


say, feel, and fuck in any way that | Sit Gnee 


pleases us and no one has the 
right to tei us that we're confused 
or wrong or shouid not be proud. 
To heterosexuals, I say that 
it is your responsibility to educate 
yourselves about heterosexism 


and the privileges bestowed to you : 
because of it, to better understand | 


the oppression it bestows on non- 


heterosexuals. It is your responsi- ©. 


bility to tear down the closet you 
use to maintain power over us. 
We will not be forced into hiding 
our bisexual identity in order tc 
feel loved, needed, or worthy of 
belonging to any group in which 
we choose to establish political, 
cultural, familial, and spiritual 
ties. 
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do nothing about heterosexiam — 
and are apathetic to gay and © 
lesbian causes. Face the facts. 
When mainstream society looks at 
us, they see a queer, Bisexuals 
are a part of the homosexual com- 
munity and are fighting side by 
side with lesbians, gays and their 
heterosexual] allies against heter- 
osexist oppression. We demand 
that you own up to the fact that 
because of your biphobia and 


oppressive closeting tactics, we are 


not visible to you or within the 
organizations and communities to 
which we both belong. It ts your 


responsibility to provide a safe and 


inviting space to which bisextials 
can emerge within your commu- 


nity. 


I am sick and tired of hearing 


gays and seabian denounce 
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bisexuals for hiding in "“heterosex- 
val privilege.” The truth is that we 
are oppressed by both heterosexu- 
als and homosexuals. Some bi- 
sexuals protect themselves, their 
jobs and/or their families by pre- 
tending they are heterosexual. 
Others feel safe by pretending they 
are homosexual. Why do bisexu- 
als feel the need to deny who they 
are in order to feel safe? Why do 
some lesbians and gays feel the 
need to pretend they are hetero- 
sexual. to family, employers, 
nt agencies, the armed 

forces, health and life insurance 
companies, or the courts? | 

The issue is not whether this 
behavior is right or wrong. What 


needs to be challenged is main- 
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gays and lesbians who accuse us 
of hiding in heterosexual privilege, 


| say get off our backs and stop 


using the classic "blame the 
victim” mentality. And while 
you're at it, own up to the fact that 
within the lesbian and gay com- 
munities, bisexuals are often 
expected to assimilate or vanish. 
Stop blaming us for the 
spread of AIDS to your community 
when you refuse to listen to our 
pleas that bisexuals must be 
targeted for AIDS funding, educa- 
tion, and prevention programs. 
We are tired of having to fight for 
panels, workshops, and a voice in 
AIDS conferences and symposi- 
ums. Organizers who comply 
don't seem to find it important 
that even when we are included 
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too late to be listed in the program 
schedule or to get a room closer 
than a half: mile from the confer- 
ence alte, the bisexual workshops 
There are thousands of — 


bisexuals who have died of AIDS 


and thousands more who are 
living with HIV disease. Bisexual 
men have been labeled a high risk 
group. Yet, very little effort is 
made by AIDS organizations and 
AIDS activiat groups to address 
the special needs of bisexual men, 
especially those not connected ~ 
with the gay community. What:ie 
even more appalling is that 
bisexual women are completely 
ignored, 

When bisexuals are inchaded, 
more often than not it is an act of 
tokenism. There ts nothing more 
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patronizing than an organization 
that tags the word ‘bisexual’ at the 
end of its name without the 
willingness to do outreach or 
without addressing the needs of 
bisexuals within the organization. 
De not assume to Know what our 
issues and needs are without first 
developing alliances with the 
bisexual community. 

We demand the right to 
claim our place within the lesbian, 
gay, and heterosexual communi- 
ties without having to demonstrate 
that we are gay enough, or 
woman-identified enough, or 
"atraight-acting" enough to avoid 
oppression and rejection. We 
demand that our voice be included 
in organizations, conferences, 
AIDS reasearch and education 
programs, high school and college 
sexuality curricula, and speakers’ 
bureaus. We demand that bisexu- 
als and our issues be portrayed 
accurately} in the media. We 
demand that the bisexual voice be 
included in anthologies and 
woman-oriented erotica, We 
demand that bisexuality not be 
labeled as abnormal in sociology, 
psychology, and sexuality journals 
and books. We demand that our 
bisexual culture and history be 
recognized as such and not be 
claimed by others (e.g., Virginia 
Woolfe; Julius Caesar: the film 
Henry & June). We demand that 
Leabian/Gay parade celebrations 
be renamed Lesbian /Gay/Bisex- 
ual. We demand that our attempt 
to form alliances with other 
groups be viewed as an important 
step in building coalitions. 

It is time that we bisexuals 
claim our place and our identity. 
it is our intent that this magazine 
will provide a better understand- 
ing of who we are both as incdi- 
viduals and as a community. It is 
time we bisexuals emerge from 
those closets designed to censor 
and erase us. It is our hope that 
this magazine will enabie bisexu- 
als to face those fears that hinder 
self-empowerment. 

; Sorry I haven't written in 


The Straight Poop 


A Political Opinion Column — 
By Paul Smith 

Even though we need to set of Justice William Brennan and 
our minds on taking care ofeach the appointment of David Souter 


other, bisexuals are being steered 
away from politics. As a result, we 
are getting hurt to the degree that 
we are not on the playing field, so 
to speak. 

This diversion from politics is 
a subtle process. It usually 
happens to me as I reach for the 
tortilla chips at a social affair and 
overhear: “Bisexuals have their 
heads down their pants all the 
time. How can they concentrate 
on political issues?" Or, “Bisexu- 
als art not really gay, and are not 
really straight, se how can they 
make up their minds on political 
issues?” 

A human being can listen to 
such garba’;e for only so long 
before it becomes internalized. | 
usually let these kind of remarks 
roll off my back, so as not to ruin 
a good time, but when I get home 
and He in bed, my self-esteem 
erodes as I reflect on them. | 
begin asking myself, “Who do you 
think you are, some sort of pervert 
politico?” “A Huey Long of 
Hormones?” Or worse yet, “These 
parties are getting me down. 
Maybe I'll just stay home and 
forget about the B-word," 

I, for one, have had enough 
of this and have therefore agreed 
to write this column. The connec- 
tion between liberation and self- 
esteem, between politics and 
psychology is a direct one. In this 
on-going column, I will explore 
this connection, as well as inter- 
nalized and insatitutionalized 
oppression handed down from 
generation to generation, the 
denial of community and the 


sense of belonging, and the oppor- 
tunities to realize positive political 
goals. I will also be discussing the 
political aspecta of local. national 
and global events that affect 
bisexuals, in particular. 


The U.S. Supreme Court 
The tmpact of the departure 


as his replacement will not fully be 
known for many years, but we 
know enough now to fear the 
worst from the new Supreme 
Court. 

The loss of Justice Brennan 
will be very sorely felt in the area 
of civil rights. The enormous 
difference between the approach to 
civil rights that Brennan and 
Souter take is the measure of the 
fundamental nature of change to 
come. That Souter, as a justice of 
the New Hampshire Supreme 
Court, held as a matter of law 
{without regard to the particular 
facts) that homosexuals are unfit 
as parents, makes me shudder 
and distinguishes his views far too 
little from those of Jesse Helms. 

Another disturbing aspect of 
the Souter nomination fs the 
secrecy surrounding his legal 
philosophy. It is no accident that 
President Bush came up with a 
candidate with few prior opinions 
on key controversial issues before 
the Court. The situation is com- 
pounded by Souter's unwilling- 
ness to be pinned down during his 
appointment hearings with the 
Senate. This reveals a fundamen- 
tally anti-democratic bent within 
the White House, which Bush also 
demonstrated through his failed 
budget “summitry,” his fundrais- 
ing efforts for Helm's re-election 


campaign, his decision-making 


process that ied to “Operation 
Desert Shield" that did not involve 
Congress or the Peopie in a 
meaningful way, and hia role in 
the Conitra-gate affair. Souter 
should have been the subject of a 
full debate revealing his basic legal 
views. He should not have been 
allowed to hide behind the cha- 
rade of ducking key questions 
from Senators on such issues as 
abortion and the First Amendment 
by arguing that, as a justice, he 
suid ely rene # Coren on” 
such issues after hearing argu- 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES | 


merits in an actual case before the 


Bisexuals could be in fora — 
Court, alongside Justices Scalia 
and Rehnguiat. For inatance, 
even those bisexuals who are 
parents within a “legal” marriage 
{to one of the opposite sex) need 
only to remember the wording 
from the present case on homo- 
sexual rights, Doe v. Cornmon- 
wealth Attorney. It statea that 
homosexuality can be punished 
even if privately practiced, and 
asserted that even heterosexual 
conduct could be regulated unless 
practiced within the privacy of the 
incidents of marriage. the sanctity 
of the home, or the nature of 
family life. Unless you are Ward 
or June Cleaver, you should be 
worried about this language. 


Local Politics 

The need for bisexual 
political action Is clear to Maggi 
Rubenstein, long-time bi activist. 
She telis me that in local San 
Francisco gay and lesbian political 
organizations, bisexuals and 
bisexual issues are considered 
only when we are visible. A rare 
exception to this rule, is the 
unsolicited invitation to bisexuals 
last Fall from the National Gay 
Rights Advocates to submit 
suggestions on how the NGRA can 
address issues which are unique 
to bisexuals. The request cata- 
lyzed a project to identify bisexual 
lawyers and advocates, to as- 
semble their ideas, and to reach 
out to form an alliance with the 
bisexual community. An impor- 
tant concept to report in the NGRA 
project was the inability to distin- 
guish many lesbian and gay issues 
from bisexual issues. The support 
and acknowledgement from. NGRA 
Director, Paul DiDonato, is greatly 
appreciated. 


Civil Rights 
; One issue that comes to 
mind which is unique to bisexuals 
is our absence among the pro- 
tected categories of people in 
_ many civil rights statutes. Notice 
how the amended wording of the 
San Francisco ordinance against 
acenae alae 


| foe wonTeR 1991 


‘warded version which only pro- 


does a much better job of also 
protecting transvestites, trans- 
sexuais, and PWA's, as well as 
bisexuals, than the originally 


Perrers.. 


jraom page 9 


tected "gays and leabians." Ona 
similar note, 63 members of the — 
House of Representatives are 
sponsoring HR 655 in Congress to 
amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Fair Housing Act to 
protect not only gays and Jesbians, 
but also "...bisexuality by orlenta- 
tion or practice..." More progress. 
However, I am not taking bets on 
when this bill will be passed. 


Apathy 

Fighting apathy is a daily 
struggle for bisexuals in this. 
world. There are forces that 
continually attempt to separate, 
denigrate, and undermine us. As 
individuals, we alone cannot 
confront these powers nearly as 
effectively as we can as a commu- 
nity. To that end, I expect this 
column will spend some time on 
the efforts of the bisexual commu- 
nity to assert our power on 
political issues. Success should in 
turn do something for all of our 
desires to be involved in political 
isgues affecting us as a commu- 
nity. 

Politics to me ts with a “small 
p." It is a facet of that which 
happens when two or more 
persons interact on the issue of 
power. At the same time, politics 
cannot be ignored juat because we 
disapprove of its course. Those 
who are against "politicians" 
usually mean they are against the 
factional, self-aggrandizing, 
corrupt variety we all rightfully 
vilify in any party apparatus, and 
who are indeed responsible for 
much apathy in my opinion. 
However, freedom ts maintained 
only by thase who are eternally 
vigHant. In this atmosphere, 
avoiding being political, at some 
point. becomes in itself a political 
act (of suicide). 


Paul Smith is a member of the 
nonprofit and fair eee ee — 
housing | 
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Things We're Not supposed To Think: 
The New Bisexual Orthodoxy 


By David Fisher 


After the Russian Revolution 
a new aesthetic sensibilty, called 
Social Realism, became canonized. 
In Soviet literature this sensibility 
was distinguished by the rise of 
the “positive hero." 

This character, usually a 
man, was guided by inner cer- 
tainty. Self-doubt, estrangement 
from others, anguish over the 
insoluble riddles of human exis- 
tence-—-these were all afflictions of 
the bourgeois West. The will of 
the positive hero was harmonized 
with History, with the inevitable 
destruction of the old order and 
the "dawn" of a new classless 
world. 

It's a far cry from the arcane 
formulas of Soviet literature to the 
emergence of a vital bisexual 
movement at the near end of the 
American Century; but anyone 
who's been around the "bisexual 
community” for long can detect 
that we have our own version of 
the positive hero. 

Our new bisexual hero is 
never conflicted about her sexual 
identity. She knows she loves and 
lusts for men and women. She 
gracefully accepts her same-sex 
feelings and, unperturbed, honors 
her feelings for the oposite sex. 
Her sexuality is a wonderful gift. 
Wavering, irresolution, discomfort 
about any aspect of her bisexual 
identity are unknown. She has 
integrated the disparate sides of 
her nature and she sings with 
Walt Whitman: 


Do I contradict myself, 
Very well then. 
I contain multitudes. 


I believe the reality of bisexu- 
ality is much different from the 
cheerful portrait just suggested. | 
don't find it useful to think of 
bisexuality as a single phenome- 
non. | think we think in terms of 
bisexualities, much as gay people 
use the word homosexualities to 
account for the dazzling diversity 
, of gay life. 

Individuals come to bisexual- 
ity by a variety of pathways and— 
ready for this—bisexuality doesn't 


necessarily represent the fullest, 
best or richest life for a particular 
individual. 

The reality is that some 
people do arrive at bisexuality for 
“politically incorrect" reasons. 
Some who identify as bisexual do 
so because they cannot accept 
their gay feelings. Other bisexuals 
feel shame about their heterosex- 
ual feelings. 

Some bisexuals separate sex 
and love and their bisexuality 
expresses their anxiety about 
close, binding attachments. In 
these instances bisexuality is a 
cloak for a sexual compulsivity 
that reflects a flight from close- 
ness. 

Some bisexuals have diffi- 
culty choosing one particular 
course of action because they 
cannot bear the existential thruth 
that "alternatives exclude,” i.e., by 
choosing one course of action | 
exclude the human possibilities 
inherent in a different course of 
action. In this sense bisexuality 
represents a paralysis of will. 

A number of bisexuals 
choose this option out of a deep- 
seated need to "triangulate." 


Nietzche’s aphorism, "Truth begins 


with two” is a frightening spectre 
to them. The intensity and 
wiliness of coupling are dealt with 
by bringing in a third person. 
This has the effect of diluting the 
“transference” each has projected 
orito the other. 

Undoubtedly, the need to 
trianguiate has its origins in the 
child's induction into the parental 
relationship and adult ‘love 
triangles’ reflect an attempt at 
mastery over earlier feelings and 
conflict. 

There are also individuals 
who lack a cohesive sense of self. 
This last point will be distressing 
to those bisexuals who, in their 
ardor to dispel myths about 
bisexuality, dismiss the notion 
that bisexuality could reflect a 
deep psychological wounding. 
Nevertheless, there are among 
bisexuals psychologically damaged 
people (as there are among gay 
and heterosexual people) whose 


choice of bisexuality is a flight 
from, rather than a crystallization 
of, identity. These individuals 
mold themselves to the surround- 
ing environment; he or she gravi- 
tates wherever the promise of 
some relatedness exists. 

One could speculate further 
about the pathways to bisexuality. 
The point is that bisexuals, in 
their understandable efforts to 
rectify the misconceptions about 
bisexuality, ought not pretend that 
bisexuality is without psychologi- 
cal contradiction or difficulty. 

I hope the vision of "bi- 
positive” fiction, poetry and 
magazines like ATM is one which 
cherishes the individuality of 
bisexuals. Such a vision honors 
that bisexuality can involve inner 
conflict, conflicted relationships, 
erotic impasses. 

Yes, we should challenge the 
myths of the bisexual as divided 
soul and the bisexual as contem- 
porary narcissist who cannot 
connect deeply with others but, 
no, we don't need a new myth of 
the bisexual positive hero who 
always triumphs over his limita- 
tions and lives happily ever after. 
There is no universal psychology 
that can be tacked onto bisexuals. 

Constructing a bisexual 
identity is a long-term, gradual 
process. The development of an 
integrated bisexual identity won't 
be served by ideological orthodoxy 
which prohibits us from saying 
anything “bad" about bisexuality. 
If we shun psychological sophisti- 
cation in favor of political correct- 
ness, we won't create a vibrant 
bisexual orientation. We'll simply 
be disoriented. 


OPEN FORUM will be an 
on-going guest editorial col- 
umn. Its purpose is to spot- 
light a multiplicity of bisex- 
pd voices. The opinions ex- 

ssed by the authors are 
their own and do not neces- 
sarily reflect those of the 
ATM staff and the Bay Area 
Bisexual Network. We hope 
this column will incite dia- 
logue, and in this light we 
invite you to submit a guest 
editorial or respond to the 





opinions expressed in OPEN 
FORUM. 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 


Bi Teen. Sues 
The Colonel 


(Sacramento, CA)}— An 18- 
year-old bisexual man filed a 
sexual harassment complaint 


Who's Out? against a Kentucky Fried Chicken 


| | Hie . franchise in Sacramento over 
(London, England) — Musician Peter Townsend of The Who says in alleged physical threats; verbal 


Timothy White's new book Rock Lives: Profiles and Interviews, that 
he is bisexual. The Who's guitarist ang chief pongyiter said his song, situation from management. The 
ie 3 claims that he became friends 

thing of an anthem, “a coming out, with a female employee, told her 
caiucrrefiecamt', hte bomen sem tn 

atl | told everyone else in the eatery. 
cians what gay sex was After the alleged harassment from 
about.” He says the youthful fellow male employees began, Bills 
macho display of leather jackets, oped , 

, reported the situation to his 
se jeans and street ib supervisors. He claims that they 
— pry those ™ a video Is). did not respond to stop the abuse. 

or...girls [but] for other Bills further said that after 

men. You know that women several months of harassment, he 
—- t going to be impressed with quit his job and filed suit. The 

at stuff, so why are you doing case could take up to two years to 


it?,” and added, "I know how it | 
: ? was unable to 
feels to be a woman because | ‘am’ ae. ae le 





abuse, and lack of response to the 





contact Bills for comment. 


a woman.” 
Townsend has been married since 1966 to Karen Astley and has 
two children. No report on his wife's reaction to his disclosure. 


We Want Our MTV! 

(New York, NY) - MTV, the musical cable 
network, has banned siren singer Madonna's latest 
video, entitled Justify My Love, which includes 
bisexuality, nudity, and sexual intercourse. ABC's 
Nightline aired the video and interviewed Madonna 
who let it be known that she thought people should : 
lighten up when it comes to freedom of expression. mm we de a 
Her response to the controversy over the videowas -4 Be 2 a ey 
to point out that it was intended to be “acelebration Jy +>. ne ae 
of sex; and that's okay.” Fie 

Madonna has not explicitly stated or “come s | = 
out” as bisexual, but the use of androgynous 
} performers and the bisexual nature of the video seem to 
indicate that she does not feel that gender is necessarily a 
decisive factor in sexual expression. | 

Justify My Love is being sold in video stores everywhere, | 
. creating further controversy around the issues of censorship, 
pornography and the sale of such material to minors. 

Opinions on the matter can be directed to the MTV 
network at 212/713-6888, or write to MTV Network, 1515 
Broadway, NY, NY, 10036. 
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Farewell 
Lenny 


and Aaron 

(Los Angeles, CA) - Two of 
the world’s most illustrious com- 
posers/conductors died recently: 
Leonard Bernstein, at the age of 
75, in November, and his mentor, 
Aaron Copland, at the age of 90, 
in December. 

In a recent issue of The 
Advocate, a national news maga- 
zine for gays and lesbians, a friend 
recalis how Bernstein had a love- 
hate relationship with his sexual- 
ity, denying he was bisexual to a 
teacher and even drunkenly 
chiding the late founder of the Gay 
Games, saying there was no need 
for such sexuality-based activities. 
While many report he doted on his 
children and never recovered 
emotionally from the death of his 
wife a few years ago, they also 
note how stormy the marriage 
was-in part to his gay encounters. 








Both supported liberal 
causes, although Copland ap- 
peared to knuckle under to a 
McCarthy witch hunt back in the 
1950's whea his ode to Lincoln 
was shelved after questions of 
whether he was a communist 
sympathizer, Neither came out as 
bi or gay champions, although the 
Advocate reporter suspects 
“Lenny” would have been happier 
is he had. Bernstein did, however, 
fervently back charities and 
causes that fought AIDS, which 
claimed many of his and 
Copland’s friends. 

Both leave musical legacies 
of genius including Appalachian 
Spring, West Side Story, On the 
Town, Fancy Free, Billy the Kid. 
and more. 


Porn Star Held 
On Murder 
Charges 


(New York, NY) - The Advo- 
cate reports that Michael Kelly, a 
gay porn star who performs in gay 
videos under the name Ted Cox, 
was arrested in the stabbing death 
of Michael Frank. Frank, an off- 
Broadway producer, was allegedly 
jealous of Kelly’s relationship with 
a woman. Kelly's agent, Johnny 
Johnston, is reported to have said 
that Kelly is bisexual. 


Bi Activist 
Recognized 


(San Francisco, CA) - Bisex- 
ual activist Lani Kaahumanu has 
recently received further recogni- 
tion as a writer and for her long- 
time efforts concerning human 
rights in the bi, lesbian and gay 
comununities. 

Kaahumanu has been invited 
to join the Editorial Board of OUT/ 
LOOK magazine, a national 
lesbian/gay quarterly published 
by the OUT/LOOK Foundation. 
she has also been asked to be on 
the Advisory Board of the Gay/ 
Lesbian Historical Society of 
Northern California. 

In July 1990, Kaahumanu 
joined the staff of the National Gay 
Rights Advocates as Intake 
Coordinator. Founded in 1978,the 
NGRA is a public interest law firm 
that works to defend the rights of 
lesbians, gay men, and people 
with HIV disease through impact 
litigation. 

Also in July, Kaahumanu, 
was solicited by Utne Reader 
magazine to write an article on 
bisexuality. Utne Reader bills 
itself as the alternative-minded 
Readers Digest. Her article, 
entitled, "Bisexuals Battle For 
Acceptance," appears in their Nov/ 
Dec 1990 issue. 


Attack of the 
"Killer Dykes,” 


Again!?! 

{Los Angeles, CA) - Screen- 
writer Joe Eszterhas recently sold 
his screenplay for the movie Basic 
Instinct, for a record $3 million. 
The story involves a lesbian who 
kilis her brother when she is 14- 
years-old, and who tries to kill the 
hero of the story because he is 
involved with her bisexual female 
roommate. The roommate and a 
third woman, who is either 
bisexual or lesbian, are also 
depicted as murderers . 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES | 


The screenplay perpetuates 
biphobia, homophobia and the 
stereotype that all dykes are man- 
haters, to name a few. 

Robocop's Paul Verhoeven is 
tagged as director for the film. In 
Verhoeven's film The Fourth Man, 
the death of a gay character was 
depicted in a gruesome and ugly 
manner. 

Basic Instinct is still in 
development. Now is a good time 
to let your feelings be known by 
writing Paul Verhoeven, c/o 
Carolco Pictures, 8800 Sunset 
Blvd., Los Angeles, Ca, 90069. 


Conference 
Organizers 
“Confused” 


(Boston, MA) - In a report 
that appeared in Bi Women, the 
newsletter of the Boston Bisexual 
Women's Network, Robyn Ochs 
and Pam Ellis reported that this 
year’s annual Lesbian, Gay. 
Bisexual Studies Conference, held 
at Harvard University, marked the 
first time the word ‘bisexual’ was 
used in its title. Almost three 
times the expected number 
registered, with over 1,500 in 
attendance, for the fourth annual 
conference. 


Credit for including ‘bisexual’ 


in the conference title is attributed 
to the fact that the event was held 
at Harvard and reflects the 
inclusive nature of many of its 
gay. lesbian, and bisexual groups. 
The fifth annual conference will be 
held next year at Rutgers, and will 
not include ‘bisexual’ in the title. 
The controversial move by Rutgers 
conference organizers reflects the 
lack of a national Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual Studies Association and 
no established conference guide- 
lines for organizers to follow. 

Ochs and Ellis were told by 
conference organizers that the 
decision to remove the word 
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‘bisexual’ was unanimous among 
conference organizing committee 
members and that taking such 
action was, in fact, to be more 
inclusive. Ochs and Ellis state 
that “categorizing all sexual 
behavior, which cannot be catego- 
rized as heterosexual, as ‘lesbian 
and gay’ is an oppressive act in 
language.” They compare this 
situation to the movement a 
decade ago by lesbians demanding 
visibility by expanding the term 
‘gay community’ to ‘lesbian and 
gay community’. 

“Our issue,” Ochs and Ellis 
conclude, “shouldn't be whether 
Harvard had a right to add the ‘B- 
word' or Rutgers has the right to 
omit it, but rather what action is 
just and fair." They suggest to 
those who want to challenge 
conference organizers to submit 
papers on bisexuality, attend the 
conference, or express your 
arguments for bisexual inclusion 
to: Lesbian and Gay Studies 
Conference #5, c/o CCAC, 
Rutgers, The State University of 
New Jersey, 8 Bishop Place, New 
Brunswick, NJ, 08903. Tel: 908/ 
932-8678; FAX: 908/932-8683. 


Educator 
Re-Thinks 
Students Needs 

(Los Angeles, CA) - Virginia 
Uribi, founder of Project 10, the 
support organization for gay and 
lesbian students in the Los 
Angeles public school district, told 
ATM she is revamping all her 
literature to read “gay, lesbian and 
bisexual." “I'll admit it took me a 
long time to come around, but it 
keeps coming up [as an issue 
among students],” she said in a 
phone conversation. 

Two years ago, when she was 
named Woman of the Year by 
Christopher Street West, the LA 
organization that produces the 
oldest gay/lesbian parade in 


she stated that students 
bring up concerns about bisexual- 
ity “when they're first coming out 
and confused.”,'Now, she indi- 
cated, the prograrn acknowledges 
bisexuality as more than just a 
coming out phase toward exclu- 
sive homosexuality. 


Bonnie Bi's 
Meet in Scotland 

(Edinburgh, Scotland) - The 
eighth annual UK Bisexual Con- 
ference was held in Edinburgh, 
Scotland this past September with 
at least 140 people in attendance. 
American participants included 
Robyn Ochs of Boston, Autumn 
Courtney of San Francisco, Barb 
Stratton of Delaware and Dr. Fritz 
Klein of San Diego. 

According to co-organizer 
Kate Fernley, the Conference “was 
much more political than in the 
past.” One of the 60 workshops 
included a panel on working with 
lesbians and gays and saw a “very 
positive” session with a represen- 
tative of the International Lesbian 
and Gay Association and the 
Scottish Homosexual Rights 
Group. 

“No concensus was reached 
about what next steps to take, but 
it was quite clear that everyone 
agreed more contact needs to be 
made,” said Fernley, “among other 
possible allies and the public in 
general, as well as among bisexu- 
als.” 

Conference highlights 
included participation by lesbian- 
identified bi's, a presentation on 
the politics of S/M, wheelchair 
access, interpretors for the deaf 
and hearing impaired, and positive 
media coverage that included two 
radio reports, local newspaper 
coverage and a national Sunday 
paper article. 

Organizers report that next 
year’s conference will be held in 
London. 
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By Mark Evens 


"Are you queer?" "If there is a line 
between queer and straight, then I'm 
queer." "There isn't a line until you cross 
it." "If there is a line then I am crossing 
it." Which of these statements fits for 
you? Can you wrap your consciousness 
around the word Queer? It's getting 
easier to do so these days, thanks to that 
rowdy crew, Queer Nation. 

It's the old carrot and stick proverb, the old "good" cop/"bad" cop routine. 
Queer Nation is the "stick;" the "bad cop." So we scare the shit out of them with 
QUEER IN YOUR FACE and follow up with a calm cool ever-so-poised speakers 
bureau carrot that tells it like it is, answers their anxious questions, and lets them 

wee, SCE US AS just regular folks with a reasonable desire to do 
‘what comes naturally. I hear that the Bi's are playing on both 
halves of this team: getting into the mix at the Queer Nation 
| kiss-ins and putting on the polish in the speakers bureau 
business. 

Our own illustrious Bay Area Bisexual Network Speak- 
ers Bureau is expanding with new members, new ideas, out- 
reach to target new audiences, and a training program for 
speakers this coming March. If you are interested in 
helping educate the hetero pe 
weer and homosexual masses 
“<0 as to our reality, validity, 
and general wonderfulness 
contact the Speakers Bureau via the BABN 
message phone (415)564-BABN and leave a 
message for Vicki. People of color are especially 
needed and welcome and will not be alone! 
People of color already have a strong presencein ., — aa én? 
the Bureau ... Speaking of strong presences, oa Ne | 
Speakers Bureau member and all 'round or- 3 ge Piss JN : 
ganizing heavy known as Ron Franklin has mee Ae 
faded into the annals of history. But weep Se 


not! The name has left us, and perhaps some : = 
scraps of the age old scourge of race oppres- Be 


sion with it, because the man of much talent | | 
iN ACTICON/OUEER NATION 
pS ne ali ier a Se irrorrnl a ine keen uae cia ae ed 
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and humor rolls onward with his new chosen 
name, Kuwaza Imara. Kuwaza is Swahili and 
means “thinking strength.” Along with Kuwaza, Cianna, Brenda, Bill, & Pata are 
"Colorful members of the BABN Speakers Bureau. This team is undertaking to 
work in the East Bay via the Pacific Center in Berkeley, providing the bisexual 
slice of the queer pie within the agency's own gay/lesbian speakers bureau. 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 


Autumn was able to attend the 
United Kingdom National Confer- 
ence held in Edinburgh, Scotland 
this past September. She hadto 
hide bi t-shirts deep within her lug- « .. 
gage. The very word, ‘bisexual, is © 


taken as a dangerous and PORNO- © 
GRAPHIC AFFRONT to human a . 
ties. Ultra activist Autumn has : eC 


also been busy closer to home. In 
October, she attended a meeting of 
GLAAD(Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation) in LA. One : 
target is the inclusion of bi-affirma- 
tive language in GLAAD's State- : 
ment of Purpose. 


As the world turns... It’s the 
demise of the "Cole Street Bi Center" as 
Jean, Jean-Pierre, and Jean-Paul rearrange their domestic deployment...No, not 
to Saudi-land. Jean-Pierre will be supplementing the growing bi ghettoin the | 
teeny avenues south of the park. I have no intelligence at this time regarding the 
other "Jean" agents. However, word has it that we may get back our famous Cole 
Street Bi Center, via an on-the-move Santa Cruz bi. He and the Bi Center land- 
lord have completed “lease” talks. Is a house re-heating upcoming? 
pee RENE LET SS RATE The fall CMG (California Men's Gathering) was 
Ee w well attended, both in general and bisexually-speak- 
PROMOTE ing. Matt and Bill lead a discussion/workshop on bi- 
sexuality and bi organizing. The planning committee 
oi i S E x ul on fe : T Y for the spring gathering is dominated this year by 
ee i own bisexual cadre, so stay tuned. 
Oyen eet eer te Other inter-queer group networking and visibility- 
building is going on at CUAV (Community United Against 
Violence) and GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation), and 
the NGRA (National Gay Rights Advocates). And 
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just to keep that brain of yours from settling The Bi's are falling! 
down, in case you may be leaving out some let- The Bi's ni falling! Matt 
ters in the queer alphabet, this from the ETVC LeGrant and John Rosin 
September/October newsletter: 27% of respon- fall from 3,500 feet and 


dents to this transgender club's recent member 
survey identified as bisexual. Transgender in- 
cludes both those who cross dress and those 
who have completed or are in the process of 
gender re-assignment through surgery. (ETVC 
for some reason, I swear to Goddess, stands for 
Educational TV Channel Newsletter). Four 
percent identified as gay, the remaining two 
thirds as het. Just more label babel by the Bay. — 


lived to tell the tail! Their 
y bisexual skydiver motto: 
é "don't land on the fence.” 
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A Bi-Coastal 
_ Partnership 
An Interview With Co-editors 


Lani Kaqghumanu 
& Loraine Hutchins 






* ; co . =" 


te. 


| AS & . | €¢ E Le 
| Lani Kaahumanu & Loraine Hutchins (photo by Autumn Courtney) 
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By Naomi Tucker 


The book that we have been searching 
for is finally here: an anthology of bisexual 
coming out stories. Bi Any Other Name: 
Bisexual People Speak Out is the first 
book of its kind to be published in the 
United States. It portrays the voices of 
bisexual women and men— both personal 
experiences as well as philosophies—along 
a diverse spectrum of age, cultural back- 
ground, abilities, religion, lifestyle, class, 
gender, and sexuality. It is a long-awaited 
gift to anyone exploring bisexuality, as weil 
as to all who have been out and about as 
bis in the world. 

This book comes to us at a time when 
bisexual organizations, communities, and 
publications are springing up everywhere, 
creating more support {and fun!) for 
women and men coming out or being out 
as bi. 


Until recently, books on bi- 
sexuality were mainly research 
studies on white, middle class, 
married men, and these books 
often did not portray a healthy 
image of bisexuality with which 
people could identify. Only 
recently have two small antholo- 
gies been published by bisexual 
activists: Bisexual Lives (London, 
Off Pink Publishing, 1988), and 
Bisexuality: A Reader and 
Sourcebook (Ed. Thomas Geller, 
Times Change Press, 1990). They 
mark history as the first bi 
anthologies in the U.K. and U.S. 
respectively, to be published by 
and for bisexuals. 

What makes Bi Any Other 
Name a first of its kind, however, 
is the diversity of writers and 
material, and the feminist analysis 
that shapes the book as a whole. 

In the following ATM 
interview, Loraine Hutchins and 
Lani Kaahumanu, the editors of Bi 
Any Other Name, give us insight 
into their two year editing partner- 
ship, as well as the theoretical 
framework of the book. Each 
describes her personal path as 
organizer, writer, and pioneer in 
the bisexual movement. Their 
voices, along with the many others 
whose stories appear in the book, 
create and chronicle bisexual 
history. 

Loraine Hutchins is a 
Washington, D.C. native. She has 
worked as an activist for twenty 
years in the youth advocacy, 
feminist, peace, and tenants' 
rights movements. She now 
serves on the steering committee 
of the East Coast Bisexual Net- 
work. She bicycles everywhere; 
she is Taurus with Cancer Rising, 
Aquarius Moon. 

Lani Kaahumanu, former 
Bay Area housewife , is a founding 
member of BiPOL, a bisexual 
political action group. She now 
represents the bisexual commu- 
nity on the Lesbian/Gay Advisory 
Committee to the Human Rights 
Commission of San Francisco, 
and is a member of the Bay Area 
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Bisexual Network, BiPOL’s People 
of Color Caucus, and Asian 
Pacifica Sisters. She is on the 
editorial board of Empathy, a new 
interdisciplinary journal, and 
writes and performs with Mother- 
tongue Feminist Theater Collec- 


ATM: How did you meet and 
establish this partnership to 
produce your book? 


Loraine: In 1985 I was 
visiting San Francisco. I cailed 
BiPol to set up an interview with 
Lani, which I made into a little 
five-minute story for community 
radio, A 

After that I stayed in touch 
with Lani off and on. She had 
inspired me that summer when I 
met her because she told me that 
she and her male lover had been 
thinking of doing a book on 
bisexuality from a feminist point of 
view. I thought it was such a 
wonderful idea for a man and a 
woman together to do a book on 
bisexuality. 


Lani: Then in ‘87 I stayed 
with Loraine in D.C. for the March 
on Washington for Lesbian/Gay 
Rights. 


Loraine: | found out that she 
was stil) trying to do the book but 
that she was doing it alone. 


Lani: | left Loraine a note on 
her desk, and it just said, “Why 
don't we write the book that we've 
always dreamed of reading. And 
trust our sweet selves to do it.” 


Loraine; And we took it from 
there! We talked about whether or 
not to include men, how to focus 
it, and how to market it. So 
basically, our friendship grew from 
the common drearn of the book. 


ATM: Lani, you have been a 
bisexual activist for ten years. In 
your opinion, ts this a particularly 
important time to publish this 


anthology? Do you think that the 
book is coming out at a time when 
we're ready to have a massive 
coming out of bisexuals? 


Lani: Yes. We're riding a 
wave of community-building that's 
been gaining momentum since 
1987. And along with that mo- 
mentum the book was giving birth 
to itself. 

We've reached critical 
mass. It's more and more okay to 
come out as bisexual. 

The energy’s chatiged. The 
heterosexual community is 
becoming more receptive. There 
are also more bi-friendly lesbians 
and gays. For instance, there is no 
biphobia at National Gay Rights 
Advocates, where I work. I love it! 


ATM: Did you have any idea 
what kind of people you wanted to 
recruit as writers, or what kinds of 
articles you wanted for the book? 


Loraine: First there was a 
debate about whether it should be 
coming out stories. At one point 
we brainstormed doing a more 
philosophical, research-oriented 
book. Lani was very strong about 
saying it’s got to be the stories. 


ATM: Why was it of particu- 
lar importance to you to publish 
coming out stories? 


Lani: Because when | came 
out as a lesbian in 1976, coming 
out books were the books I 
searched to validate my experi- 
ence. When [ came out in 1980 as 
bisexual there was nothing—only 
studies of bisexuals. Most of them 
were studies of men, and more 
heterosexually-identified men at 
that. There were no books about 
the experience of coming out of a 
lesbian or gay closet, or for that 
matter not one book of a bisexual 
speaking for her/himself. 

1 really longed for a sense 
of community; I wanted a political | 
movement. | know from my 








experience in the women’s and the 
lesbian/gay liberation movements 
« that for people to become visible 
as a community and then as a 
movement, they have to become 
visible to themselves, and to see 
their own reflection. 

Anthologies have always 
been powerful; just hearing 
regular peopie tell their stories 
hits home. So I wanted to provide 
a reflection of who was out there, 
to break down as many stere- 
otypes as possible. And to make it 
a fun book, and interesting, so it 
would have a really wide audience. 


ATM: What were some 
obstacles you encountered in the 
early stages of collecting stories? 


Lani: The struggle was 
whether to include men in the 
book. Because in the beginning, 
the presses that we talked to were 
women’s presses, and of course 
they print women's voices because 
there are ¢nough presses printing 
men's voices, So there was a 
struggle. We went back and forth 
a lot. 


ATM: But what does that 
say about the women's community, 
specifically the lesbian community, 
supporting bisexual women who 
are interacting with men? 


Loraine: Well, I'm not sure 
that that directly says anything. 
It's subtle; it's complex because 
it's an economic issue. They have 
limited resources and they want to 
devote those resources to women. 
On that basis we agree. But we did 
experience biphobia from some 
women's presses. | 


Lani: So, for a while we 
really thought it would be all 
women, and men could do their 
own book. Then they would be 
companion books. 


ATM: How did you come to 
the decision to include men? 


Lani: We knew it would be 
more difficult to find men with an 
in-depth analysis of sexuality and 
sexual politics, than women. 

But a part of me was a 
litt uncomfortable not including 
men because bisexuality of course 
inchides men, and if this is going 
to be the first book, and a primer 
for the movement and community, 
then how do you speak to only 
half of it? 


Loraine: It always felt to me 
that our struggle in writing the 
book paralleled the struggle of 
bisexual people coming out bi: 
that we try to conceal or repress 
one part of ourselves. And then, 
we reconciled to it because it felt 
right to defend. 


ATM: How did you finally 
find a publisher? 


Loraine: We approached 
four editors of major New York 
houses whose names we got from 
published gay writers who gave us 
contacts. We sent the manu- 
scripts and draft samples of 
people's writing and coming out 
stories to these publishing 
houses. 

A year before we ended up 
signing with Alyson Publications, I 
had called Sasha Alyson and said 
to him “You know, we have this 
book” and he said “Our list is full 
for this year, but it sounds like an 
interesting idea; call me back later 
if you can’t get another publisher.” 
And so I called him back after the 
battle with the women’s presses 
and the research into other 
publishers, From the beginning, 
he was always the person who 
most directly, I think, sensed the 
powerful wide audience that the 


Lani: One of the selling 
points was that it’s a crossover 
book. You know, it appeals to not 
only lesbian and gay but the 
heterosexual community as well, 


Loraine: But Sasha Alyson 
really didn’t understand that this 
type of book had never been done 
before. He couldn't believe that 
by 1988, the bisexual movernent/ 
community hadn't published any 
anthologies of coming out stories 
or even any non-academic books. 
“You sure there aren't any books 
like this?” “Yes, honey, we have 
read everything!" 


ATM: By what guidelines did 
you select, among the many 
submissions you received, which 
ones to include in the book? 


Loraine: By the harmony of 
voices as they came together in a 
chorus. There were a lot of great 
pieces that didn’t get in the book. 
It wasn't based on the individual 
merit of the piece; it had to do 
with a quilt and how its colors and 
shape make up a whole. 


Lani: First of all, it was 
important to get beyond white and 
middie class. 

And even though some 
people had never written before. 
parts of their experience were 
communicated so clearly and 
sentences were so rich that we 
wanted to help them develop their 
writing and thinking about it. 
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I spent a lot of time on the 
phone talking to people about 
their stories. Then they'd send me 
their story and it wasn't what they 
had said. They could say it better 
than they could write it. So there 
was a lot of coaching, and letting 
them know that it’s okay and that 
it's important. 


ATM: So it sounds as if you 
both had a certain vision in mind of 
what you wanted the overall book 
to say, and then worked on putting 
pieces of that “quilt” together to 
create a whole. 


Lani: Yeah. 


ATM: Have you included in 
the book people who are behavior- 
ally bisexual but who don't identify 
as bisexual for whatever 
reason...such as lesbians who 
sleep with men, or gay married 
men, for instance? 


Loraine: Their experience is 
included to the extent that we 
could get those kind of people to 
publish in a bisexual book. A lot 
of people refer to that as a part of 
their identity but the people who 
have contributed to our book 
would tend to have gotten a little 
beyond that or else they wouldn't 
have responded to the call. But 
we did allow people to change 
their names or use pen names if 
they felt that professionally or 
personally they couldn't use their 
real name, and we felt that the 
power and immediacy of their 
voice was more important than 
forcing them to come out at a 
certain point when they weren't 
ready to come out. 


Lani: But what's also true is 
that I remember atleast one . 
person specifically who did identify 
as a bisexual, identifies as a 
lesbian now, and wanted to write 
about that. And we felt that for 
right now, it’s too important to get 
the bisexual voice out there. Not 
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to say that her voice isn't impor- 
tant, because she certainly was an 
ally; she wasn't someone trashing 
bisexuality. But for this very first 
book of coming out stories... 


Loraine: There are a lot of 
people in the book who primarily 
relate to one sex and not the 
other, and who are very clear 
about that. But they refuse to take 
a straight or a gay label and stand 
by the bi label because they feel 
that they're making a statement 
and it's more comfortable for 
them. We define ourselves accord- 
ing to the audience we're talking 
to, and it’s possible to have 
different definitions depending on 
what you're trying to get across, 
and to have all of them be true 
and all of them be part of you. 


ATM: How many people are 
in the final book? 


Lani: 76. 


ATM: What is the format of 
your book? 


Loraine: Our book is organ- 


ized into four sections. It starts off 


with a general introduction and 
talks about sexuality over the ages 
and how it’s been viewed, and 
then it talks about psychological, 





spiritual, community, and politi- 
cal aspects of being bi. 


ATM: Is there any discussion 
of AIDS in the book? : 


Loraine: Yes, we extended 
our call for material deadline so 
we could get more men and pieces 
on AIDS. 

The impact of AIDS on 
our personal lives was one of the 
important motivating factors 
behind the book. 

In 1987 when we were at 
the March on Washington, our 
friend John Horne who had AIDS 
was strong enough to push the 
wheelchair of another person with 
AIDS. He and the person in that 
wheelchair are both dead now. 
John's story is in the book. 


Lani: At that time bisexual 
activist Alan Rockway, a close 
friend of mine, was very sick. 
When I returned home from the 
March he was dying. Alan had 
always been an inspiration to me 
as a gay-identified bisexual 
organizer, because he had incred- 
ible chutzpah and feminist poli- 
tics. His death crystallized the 
reality that bi people were dying of 
AIDS. His spirit is in the book. 


ATM: In the spirituality 
between bisexuality and the 
process of getting in touch with 
nature and with your natural 
selves. Can you describe what 
these connections mean to you? 


Loraine: There is no opposi- 
tion between spirit and flesh. Each 
is expressed through the other. A 
lot of traditional religions, western 
religions particularly, that we've 
inherited, have alienated us from 
our bodies, from nature, and from 
the female side of life. There's no 
need to do that. We have to bring 
it all together. 


ATM: Do you see bisexuality 





as d forum tn which to 


openly. freely urute spirtt 
and flesh? 


Loraine: It's 
possible. We have to be 
able to claim our sexual 
and spiritual power in 
the same breath, and so 
we have to fight back 
against the forces of cen- 
sorehip and repression 
that would try to prevent 
us from doing it. That is 
part of bisexual libera- 
tion. 


ATM: What does 
bisexual liberation mean 


themselves, and realizing 
tt and expressing it. 


Lani: The freedom 
to be whoever you are. 
sexually or otherwise, is 
bisexual liberation. 


Loraine: The 
strongest thing to me 
about the reason I wrote, 
used my real name: the 
reason I will go public, 
and the reason / will put 
stuff on the line is that 
it's really bad out there: 
hate crimes against 
people of color, rape 
crimes, crimes against 
women, crimes against 
gay people are all 
increasing. And rights of 
free apeech are being 
infringed upon and 
that’s where | draw the 
line-—not between 
bisexuals and homo- 
sexiials and heterosexu- 
als: I draw the line where 
our personal freedom 
and group freedom are 
threatened. 
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ATH: What kind of 
theory frames the book? 


Loraine: Lote of 
different theories. We 
start out talking about 
what is sexuality in 
general, not fust bisexu- 
ality. We've been studied 
like guinea pigs anyway. 
and we might as weil 
jook at the people who've 
studied us and see what 
they say to contrast it 
and compare it with 
what we've actually 
found to be the truth. 

And we talk about 
all sexual behavior from 
a feminist grounding in 
how individual experi- 
ence gets organized into 
identity and understood, 
how sexuality came to be 
viewed the way it is 
viewed in our sex-phobic 
society, and how to get 


beyond that. 
We start by 


reviewing Freud, Kinsey, 
some of the feminist 


psychoanalytic writers 
ke Charlotte Wolff, and 
some of the lesbian 
feminist sex-positive 
writers like Joan Nestle 
and Mariana Vaiverde. 
There are also several 
people that speak to the 
constructionist versus 
essentialist viewpoint 
about sexuality that's 
being debated right now 
in the lesbian/gay 
community. 


ATM: So does this 
book then parallel some 
of the lesbian/gay 
theoretical analyses of 
sexual orientation? 


Loraine: Yes. Les- 
bian/gay writing on 
sexuality was one of, if 
not our primary, source 


of study and inspiration that “feminism ts the 
when we looked at the theory and lesbianism ts 
writing that's come out the practice". Do any of 
in recent mes about the articles in your book 
how people get defined. profess that bisexuality is 
Basically, it comes down in some wat supertor to 
to whether you buy the heterosexuality or homo- 
idea that there are seruuaity? 

polarities that divide us 

into hetero or homo, with Lani: { hope not! 


nothing in between, or 


you don't. Loraine: But we do 


talk about the origin of 

ATM: So I take tt that quote. 
thot your book denies __ 
that old theory of polari- Lani: Jt's T. Grace 
ties? Atkinson who said that. 

| But the original quote is 

Loraine: It de- “Feminism is a theory: 
bunks it; it doesn’t deny lesbianism is a practice." 
it. It exposes its shaki- And it got distorted 
ness, somewhere along the 

way. 

ATM: Once you've ATM: So do you 
debunked that myth. see bisexuality as a 
what are the implications theory or a practice? . 
jor lesbian, gay, or 
straight. people who are Loraine: You 
leading lives on one side know, I don't think it's 
or the other of the dichot- either: I think it’s a word 
omy? that has.come into use 

right now in our culture 

-Leraine: it’s more because of sexual 
that there are no sides. changes happening 
There‘s no such thing as between the genders and 
being bi enough; there's among the genders that 
no such thing as being are very specific to our 
anything cnough. We're time. It's not a word that 
not interested in pushing would be functional in 
the idea that everybody other times and other 
is bi—because it's not cultures. It's very 
fair to label people some- specific to the polariza- 
thing they don't jabel tion that has developed, 
themscives—but more to that started with femi- 
get beyond labels, and nism challenging heter- 
just look at being alive osexism to begin with. 
and enjoying it, and not. 
categorizing each other ATM: How does 
into opposed or ary kind feminism frame the book? 
of campe that divide us. 
eb: Vir : Loraine: Well | 
_ , ATM In some of -. think, as I just said, 

the initial lesbian / feminism presented and 
Jeminist itterature, mary still presents the original 
writers professed that —_[; challenge to heterosex- 
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biphobia, and polarization into 
camps of people who begin to 
believe the other ones are biologi- 
cally and constitutionally different, 
whereas we really all range along 
the same, shared spectrum. 


Lani: And for me, the old 
“personal is political” is key 
because bisexuality has been 
made so invisible that it is a 
radical statement to take the 
power to become visible and speak 
out. 


ATM: How does Bi Any 
Other Name challenge the status 
quo of the feminist community? 


Loraine: For two women like 
Lani and myself who are very 
different and also both rooted in 
feminism over the last several 
decades, to say we have (and we 
do have) positive experiences 
sexually and personally and 
politically with men, and that 
these men should be confronted 
and worked with from a feminist 
basis rather than written off, is in 
‘itself a pretty strong statement. It 
breaks the silence around men 
and our relationships with them, 
which also, in turn, tells more of 
the truth about women’s relation- 
ships with each other, too. 


ATM: Can you tell me about 
some of the ways in which you 
each grew, both individually and 
also together as a team, throughout 
the process of writing and editing? 


Loraine: | gained a lot of self 
confidence about being out as a 
bisexual person in the world. It's 
constantly challenging to me and 
it frightens me a lot—and I'm a 
very strong exhibitionist-type 
person. It frightens me to put my 
life and my principles on the line 
and say this is where I stand and 
I'm going to fight for it. I mean I go 
through days when I just can't 
answer the phone; I can't work; I 
have to just deal with my fear and 
get beyond it because I really do 
feel that the impact that this book 


is going to have is revolutionary; 
it's going to shake things up. I 
want that to happen but I also 
want to be able to live with myself, 
and to be gentle and protective of 
myself. 

It forces you to work 
through your own conflicts and 
your own ambivalences about 
your beliefs and how you live your 
life. 

And it's also been a tremen- 
dous growth experience with Lani, 
working with another person that 
intimately, going through all the 
ups and downs of a bicoastal 
partnership over several years’ 
time, learning from each other, 
and trusting each other. 

And also at the same time 
being connected to hundreds of 
other people that are involved with 
the book. 

In my personal life it's both 
made me be more disciplined and 





fucked up some of my 
discipline...but all in all, I want to 
do more books. And! want to 
keep coming out, because I need it 
to grow. 


Lani: My first thought is 
that I am understanding what it 
means to be a leader, and it 
terrifies me. But instead of run- 
ning away, I just keep pushing 
myself into it. It feels really good 
to know that I can have a vision, 
say I'm going to go for something 
this enormous, and then do it! 

One of the main things I'm 
learning out of this process is to 
set limits. 

And I'm taking myself more 
seriously. That has to do with 
accepting and taking responsibil- 
ity for being a leader. There is a 
level where I trust my thinking 
more, and | trust my voice and my 
experience. 
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Personally, one of the many 
things I appreciate about working 
with Loraine, is that we're very 
different, and yet we really com- 
plement each other. There are a 
lot of things she was driven to do, 
like the research, in which I had 
no interest at all. What I loved 
was the people contact. There was 
a natural teamwork. I know I 
always work better in a tearm. It's 
good for me to work with some- 
body who's clear about things I'm 
not so clear about, and where it's 
safe for me to express feeling 
stupid. 


Loraine: It brought out the 
teacher and the coach in both of 
us, as well as the organizer and 
the writer...because it's not just 
our voices. It's like conducting an 
orchestra versus doing a solo. 


ATM: How does it feel to be 
publishing your personal stories? 


Loraine: We agonized a lot 
over Our personal stories. My 
parents are very supportive, 
liberal, well-meaning, loving, 
Christian people who pretty much 
wish that I would settle down and 
not be so rebellious. And they 
probably harbor some feeling that 
bisexuality is repulsive and 
immoral. 

1 realize that publishing my 
story is going to forever change 
my relationship with my parents. 
Even at forty-two, I feel like a little 
kid who is embarrassing them. 

But my conscience told me 
I had to write about racism, porn, 
“SM, swinging, and AIDS—all the 

issues most people have a hard 
_time with in relation to sex. I had 
to write this piece for myself, not 
worrying.. in fact my Dad told me 
to do that, and that's part of his 
love for me that he could say that. 

Later, I realized that I don't 

want my parents to read it at all! 
Because I don't want to have to go 
through the growth. Other people 
who've gone through similar 
things have said to me, “You do 
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not have to explain it to them; you 
do not have to discuss it with 
them: that's their problem.” 


Lani: And | also think about 
my family reading this book. They 
ask me about the book but they 
never ask me what it’s about! I'm 
sure my family is going to buy it, 
and they'll read it. So that will be 
a whole revolution of course for 
me, to say the least, especially 
since I talk about passing for 
white and internalized racism as 
well as bisexuality. 


ATM: You have described the 
act of coming out as a revolutionary 
act, a political act. In your book, 
this power of coming out is multi- 
plied by seventy-six unique, 
individual voices. 


Lani: Yeah, it’s the Harvey 
Milk philosophy. 


ATM: Strength in numbers? 


Lani: Yes. Come out wher- 
ever and whenever you can. 


Loraine: And come out as if 
you could come out, and that 
makes coming out possibile for 
other people. 


ATM: What types of informa- 
tion cart your book communicate to 
someone who hasn't heard much 
about bisexuality? 


Lani: A lot of it will be 
breaking down the myths. 


ATM: What myths about 
bisexuality have you struggled 
with in your personal lives? 


Lani: 1 had to work through 
thinking that I was going to have 
to be sexual with every single 
person I met. 

And to prove that I wasn't a 
swinger because, oh my god, here 
I was coming out of the lesbian 
closet, and everyone's gonna think 
I'm a swinger! 


And that I was just con- 
fused. But you know what, it 
doesn't matter if you're coming out 
as a bisexual or if you're coming 
out as a lesbian or if you're 
coming out as gay; it’s always 
confusing because of all the 
heterosexist stereotypes that are 
handed down. 

We're supposedly sitting on 
a fence. For me, what it got down 
to was that there is no fence. The 
fence is created by heterosexism to 
protect heterosexual people from 
homosexuals. 

Bisexuality is an orientation. 
I'm not confused about that at all. 
The only confusion is there is no 
fence, and you don't have to 
choose. You absolutely don't have 
to choose. 

And yes I do live with the 
potential that 1 can be sexual with 
men and women. 

And yes it's certainly true 
that some of us are swingers, but 
so what? We proudly claim all of 
who we are. 


ATM: So the confusion is 
coming from people who don’t 
identify as bisexual, who are 
es their own dichotomous 


sine ee The confusion is 
theirs. The myth that was hardest 
for me is how oversexualized 
bisexuals get to be when every- 
body else’s displaced sexual 
fantasies are projected upon us. 
And I have encountered that a lot 
in my life as a single woman and 
as a non-monogamous woman, 
when I come out as single and 
non-monogamous and bi. And 
because also the word “sex” is in 
the label that defines me (which 
it's not in “gay” or “lesbian” or 
“straight"), people often have this 
tendency...1 feel that the power 
and the responsibility for sexual 
freedom and sexual self-satisfac- 
tion is placed only on me rather 
than also equally on the viewer 
who's viewing me. So I throw it 
back and say “Look at yourselves; 
look at your own sexuality.” 





One of the myths that was 
hard was that I wasn't bisexual 
‘enough, or | wasn't lesbian 
enough. I've spent a lot of my life 
keeping score, trying to satisfy 
some ideal of what I thought | 
should be, trying to be politically 
correct, however | understood 
that. And being politically correct 
can oversexualize you or desexual- 
ize you. You have to Hsten to your 
heart, your pussy, your head, and 
put them all together. 


ATM: Do you envision a 
bisexual movement that ts a part of 
the lesbian/gaiy movement, or one 
that ts paratiel to it? 


Lani: We are already part of 
the lesbian/gay movement. We're 
fighting heterosexism because fhat 
is what is oppreseing us as 
bisexuals. But that doesn't 
exclude the fact that we're also 
part of other civil rights move- 
ments. We are people of color, 
Jews, differently-abled, old, young, 
different classes—we are not just 
bisexual. 


Loraine: The bisexual 
movement is rooted in every 
movement for liberation that has 
helped people see the power they 
have to be real and be who they 
are. 

Lani: I think it’s really 
dangerous—and impossible——to 
have a totally separate bisexual 
movement. I think it's an impor- 
tant part of the process to sepa- 
rate out first, in order to figure 
who we are as a movement in 
relation to the lesbian/gay as well 
as other liberation movernents. 
But how can I really separate 
myself from my Asian Pacifica 
sisters and brothers who are 
 jesbian, gay, and straight? I can't: 
1 don’t want to. The bisexual 
movement cannot be a singic- 
focus movement. 


ATH: What impact do you 
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“mh = lesbian/gay movement? 


Lant: J think politically, it's 
going to make it safer for bi people 
closeted in the lesbian /gay 
community to come out. It will be 
a mirror for bisexual people to 
envision our community. And as 
a movement we need to see our 
reflection; we need role models. 

Bi Any Other Name will 
be a catalyst and will challenge 
some of the labels that have gotten 
a lot of press lately: lesbians who 
sleep with men, gay married men, 
heterodykes. This book will give 
bisexuals positive press and 
challenge, shall we say, obfuscat- 
ing terms that are used. 


Loraine: And I'd like to 
scientifically, academically chal- 
lenge the mainstream theories of 
sexuality; to provoke more debate 
about how sexuality is constructed 
or developed from infancy onward. 


ATM: What does this book 
have the power to do? 


Lani: In my wildest 
drearns...change the world! In 
general, though, I would really like 
to see the lesbian feminist move- 
ment challenged; to have some of 
the thinkers and writers within 
that movement stop and take 
notice, and start addressing 
bisexuality. 


Loraine: | can't walt for the 
reviews! 


one that non-bisesaal people unill 
want fo read? . 


Loraine: Everybody's faci- 
nated by bisexuality. 


Lani: Yes, It touches people 
in all different ways, whether they 
fantasized about bisexuality, or 
thought about it, or were curious. 
Since it's not a research book, 
people will sit down and read 
these stories and will be able to 
relate to the experiences. Bisexu- 
ality will become less threatening 
in their minds. 


ATM: How will this book 
affect people exploring bisexuality? 


Lani: I know it will change 
lives. It will break down isolation; 
make people cry and laugh and 
take risks by reaching out and . 
contacting a local group. it isa 
valuable tool for someone who's 
just coming out, because they can 
share it with people that aren't 
bisexual, 

It'll also be a really goad 
book for parents, because we have 
a lot of parents and grandparents 
in the book. There's a lot of pcople 
coming out to their kids, or kids 
coming out to their parents, or 
grandparents coming out to 
children and grandchildren. 

I guarantee that personal 
revolutions are going to happen 
reading this book! 
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By Lisa Jean Moore 


is it possible that there exist 
acceptable alternative ways to 
_ categorize one's gender beyond the 
limited imagination permitted in 
our society? Ways in which 
women and men are not restricted 
to narrowly-defined roles based on 
their biological sex? As bisexuals, 
do we not challenge the suffocat- 
ing ideals of the male/female roles 
which society insists we conform? 
And as bisexuals, would we not do 
well to look at models within 
cultures that allow freedom of self- 
expression and self-definition that 
is contradictory to the dichoto- 
mous nature of western society? I 
have found such a model within 
certain Native American cultures 
with a group of people called the 
North American Indian berdache. 

The berdache is an alterna- 
tive gender in some Native Ameri- 
can cultures, an alternative that 
gender-dichotomized society we . 
live in. The berdache were biologi- 
allowed freedom around gender 
definition and expression. It is a 
revolutionary concept and of 
ubnost significance because their 
existence proves that gender is 
socially constructed rather than 
biologically inherent. 

Both bisexuals and the 
berdache pose a threat to a way of 
thinking about social order that 
uses gender and sexuality to 
maintain hierarchic power rela- 
tions. This provides an opportu- 
nity to question why gender and 
sexual orientation categorization is 
even necessary. As with the 
berdache, bisexuality does not fit 
Within the polarized approach to 


one group is used to define the 


nocide of the Native 
American Indian Ranioohe” 


that deviates from this model is 
placed in direct opposition to the 
labeled “wrong.” This “either j or” 
construction breaks down within 
groups that offer various ways of 
being gendered or various choices 
of sexual object relationships. 

My bisexuality has influ- 
enced and affected this article. It 
has been a difficult struggle for me 
to come out as a bisexual. I have 
had fears in labeling myself in 
such a way. I dreaded being | 
stereotypes displaced on to 
bisexuals by gays, lesbians, and 
heterosexuals: a switch hitter; 
undecided: in the middle; goes 
both ways. Although I believe that 
I have a lesbian as well as a 
heterosexual self, there is a part of 
me, my politic and inner feelings, 
that does not belong to either 
group. Like the common and 
often historically inaccurate expla- 
nations of the berdache, I am 
forced in the middle of a dichot- 
omy. There is no room to define 
my own terms and it ts difficult to 
find the language to even try. 

‘The berdache, like the 
bisexual identity, have been 
misinterpreted, misconstrued and 
manipulated. Once the berdache 
“phenomena” was “discovered” by 
white men, they were then defined 
and analyzed within white western 
mentality. which by its very nature 
cannot comprehend nor support 


the idea of a non-hierarchic, 


multi-gendered social sysiem. Will 
Roscoe, & member of Gay Ameri- 


can Indians (GAI) states, "Where 


single term for berdache roles, the 


| Europeans, having no comparable 


role, had no single comprehensive 
term." The result was an histort- 
cal record that negated the 


¢equalitarian and matrifocal Native 
American system from which the 
berdache emerged. What resulted 
was both physical and academic 
genocide of the berdache, who 
according to Roscoe were once 
members of 137 Native American 
tribes. Oppreseed groups, inciud- 
ing bisexuals, would do well to 
learn from the treatment of the 
berdache throughout history. 


The "Truth" About Native 
American History 

The berdache must be 
studied within its own culture and 
race. This is difficult and within 
some tribes, impossible. Oral 
tradition was often the way in 


_ which tribal history was main- 


tained. The Native American race 
as a whole was robbed of a 
significant amount of culture and 
history as entire tribes were 
murdered by white men. Killing 
the keepers of history alienates 
people from their own historical 
experience. The reality is that 
much of what we know of the 
berdache has been recorded, 
interpreted, and translated 
through non-Native American 
people and much of the culture 
and history has been lost forever. 
The acknowledgment of the 
writer's perspective is essential in 
understanding the motivation 
behind the writer's work. Like- 
wise, each attribute of the reader's 
identity is also a factor in how tt is 
perceived and assimilated. It is 
important for me to state that I am 
woman. We must all recognize — 
that we have been socialized 
within a racist, sexist, heterosex- 
ist, and classist social system. No , — 


one is exempt from having to 


challenge internalized oppressive 
ideas, no matter how Hberal one 


may perceive oneself. Having said . 


that, while it is impossible to be 
objective about the berdache, it is 


still important that we participate . 


in learning about, and promoting 
this and all aspects of Native 
American culture. 


Understanding the Native 
American Perspective 

Native Americans belong to 
diverse groups of tribes, each 
having its own language, customs, 
and concepts. However. certain 
understandings can be applied to 
many tribes, although the meth- 
oda chosen to exhibit them are 
diverse, For example, tribal 
lifestyles are mnore often gyneo- 
cratic than not. and never patriar- 
chal, where life experiences are | 
compartmentalized; where there 
exists a need to prove dominance; 
where “different” groups are 
hierarchized by labeling them and 
placing them in boxes. The patri- 
archal society is in stark contrast 
to the Native American perspec- 
tive..as explained by Marilou 
Awiakta, a Cherokee /Appalachian 
woman activist, in which a world 
view of interconnectedness exists: 
the web of life. The web is often 
used to illustrate how each rung is 
necessary for strength, power, and 
existence of the tribe as a whole. 
No one group or individual, as in 
the strands of a web, can exist on 
its own and allows for a multiplic- 


ity of self-expression and a social _ 


framework for the existence of 


several genders. As Judy Grahn, © 


a white lesbian activist states in 
reference to Native American life, 


“No one element, force or impulse ~ 


dominates the other - not men 
over women, not people over 
nature, not god-over people, not 
economic necessity over spiritual 
or aesthetic necessity, not life over 
death, material over etheric, or 

_ youth over old age.” This world 

. view is illustrated in the creation 

_ story by Paula Gunn Allen. a 


Laguna/Sioux lesbian activist: 
_. She is the Old Woman Spider 
who weaves us together in a fabric 


of interconnectedness. She is the 
- Eldest God, the one who Remem- 


bers and Re-members; and though 


the history of the past five 


hundred years has taught bitter- 
ness. and helpless rage, we endure 
into the present, alive, certain of 
our significance, certain of her 
centrality, her identity as the 
Sacred Hoop of Being. 

| Understanding the impor= 
tance of apirituality, the core of 
Native American culture, is 
essential: where the spiritual role 
is as equally important as an eco- 
nomic, social, and political role. 
Hutnan as well as inhumen 
activities are all directly related to 
a apiritual world. Different people 
were given various spiritual 
statures by the tribe through the 
Spirit world. It is the emphasis on 
a person's character or spirit, that 
is one of the most important 
tlements of berdachism. Many 
were given a position of imple- 
menting ceriain medicinal actions. 
Several tribes came to depend on 
the berdache as visionaries of 
tribal destiny. 

Native American tribes 
existed within a subsistence 
economy in which ali materials 
were made from the land for tribal 
use. They were self-sufficient from 


that which the earth gave them. 


This shaped the division of labor 
which often meant gendered jobs, 
although some were performed by 
bath sexes, The division of labor 


Was not used to hierarchize one's 


gender contribution to the group. 


_.. Rather, each economic task was 


viewed as beneficial to the tribe as 
a whole; it was detrimental to 


dismiss an individual's. contribu- 
ton. | 


The Berdache in Different 
Among the Navajo. the ber- 


‘ithe wert called nadie: one who 


is traneformed, Nadles were 
Pa a 


ee eee,” 


and had a specific economic, 
social, and spiritiiel ietedn the 


tribe, different from that of wornen 
and men. 

In George Devereux's 1937 
study of the Mohave Indians, he. 
statea that he found the berdache 
to be called hwame for female 


- biological sex and alyha for male. 


The hwame were “excellent 
providers" due to their capacity to 
succeed at hunting and fishing. . 
Hwame were not socialized to 
observe the same spiritual aspects 
of Mohave women. They did not, 
for example, observe their own | 
menstruation rites, however, they 
“submitted to the taboos" of their 
menstruating partners, according. 
to Devereux. 

The Kaska Indians of Canada 
encouraged the raising of ber- 
dache children. In a family of.all 
girl children, one could be raised 
in an alternative gender. She was 
dressed in masculine attire and 
performed male allocated tasks, 
often developing great strength 
and usually becoming an out- 
standing hunter. She could also 
perform mate and female tasks, 
thus bringing more food and a 
more productive contribution to 
the family. 

Among the Plains Indians in 
Lakota tribes, the dreams of the 
berdache were indicators of their 
gender. If they were to exhibit 
alternative gender ideniities, 
biological females were ic have 
dreamt of the Double Woman. 
Spirit and biological males of the — 
Wakan, or Buffalo Spirit; Among 
the Lakota, women: changed their 
gender through recurrent dreams. 
This and the existence of the ; 
berdache, allowed Lakota women 
freedom around cian ee 
sion. 

The a often exhibited 
traits common tothe other 
genders. Their status allowed 
them to act as go-betweens for the 
women and men of the tribe and 
to perform the jobs of both. They 
had more freedom in thet dress. - 


gender in various ways, whether consis- 
tent with, or contrary to the most preva- 
lent ways of their society. Will Roscoe 
believes that the berdache role was multi- 
dimensional, of which gender was only one 
aspect: — : 

“A limitation of the berdache to one 
or another of two categories - gender and 
sex - results in an inadequate description. 
To differentiate the diversity of alternative 
gender roles, the dimensions of religious. 
economic and kinship roles (at least) will 
have to be considered, along with sexual 
behavior and gender status." 


The Sexuality of the Berdache 

| am struck by the tendency of 
historians, echolars, and writers to 
become preoccupied with the sexuality 
and practices of the berdache. Many have 
gone to great lengths to describe in 
graphic detail the sexual behavior of 
alternative gender relationships. It is from 
these descriptions that generalizations are 
made about the berdache and Native 
American culture. Often times, their 
gender status was explained by the type of 
sex they had. The term ‘berdache' was 
uised to define a certain sexuality at times 
and a certain gender at others, confusing. 
and conflating gender and sexuality which 
resulted in an inaccurate portrayal of the 
berdache. 

In a white patriarchal system, there 
is a need to stigmatize, misrepresent, and 
ridicule any behavior deemed deviant. 
This explains why white patriarchy 
equates the berdache with homosexuality 
and uses them to explain homosexual 
behavior among the Nattve American 
people. The terms ‘homosexuality’ and 
‘berdache’ were used interchangeably by 
anthropologists in the 1930's. In the early 
30's, when Deverueax and Hill published 
their influential and popularly cited essays 
on the berdache, homosexuality was 
defined within the academic domain of the 
inedical community as the inversion of 
one's gender, Lesbianism, for example, 
Was termed an inversion to explain a 
woman's desire for another woman, mas- 
culine dreas and mannish style. To an- 
thropologists, the berdache were a perfect 
example of inversion in action, thus 
interchangeably. - | 


Risexudi F 
of Color Caucus 


our words...our voices 


S10) O)L= 


By Kiwasa lmara 


The Bisexuag! People of Color Camcus 
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Homosexual acts did exist in 
Native American culture, but not 
necessarily among the berdache. 
Furthermore, stating that homo- | 
sexuality existed in Native Amert- 
can culture without an accurate 
cultural perspective is taking 
sexuality out of social context. 
Where our idea of homosexuality 
may be linked to political struggle, 
the Native American view was 
probably extremely different, since 
it was not seen as a threat to the 
power structure. In a more recent 
atudy, Callender and Kochems 
stated that: 

"Throughout their range, 
berdaches had intercourse only 
with non-berdaches. Non-ber- 
dache males could have inter- 
course with women, with ber- 
daches, and with each other. 
Sexual partners for non-berdache 
women similarly included men, 
berdaches and one another.” 

in light of this, it was not 
necessary to use berdaches to 
prove the existence of homosexu- 
ality. Sadly, the berdache ts still 
being used to substantiate non- 
Native American agendas. Gay 
historians and writers have 
claimed the berdache as their 
own, calling them the first true 
gay Americans. They join the 
ranks of those who have used the 
berdache to prove pre-existing 
theories, thus adding to the 
genocide of the Native American 
race. 


The Killing of the Berdache 


White Christian patriarchal 
encroachment forced the elimina- 
tion of the berdache. As Native 
Americans were killed or forced to 
assimilate, sexism and heterosex- 
ism became necessary in order to 
survive. Although the older 
members of the tribe held a 
respect of the berdache, the 
younger members began oppress- 
ing them. This generational shift 
is but one example of how the 
social order was changing while 
trying to preserve culture and 
values. In certain tribes where the 
women were responsible for 


making decisions, white colonizers | 


would only confer with the men of 
the tribe, These changes caused a 


great strain particularly on the 


5 Caan sat” Ere Waits were: eters trie 


a ee ed ee 


a first to be killed when Native 


American communities were 
raided. | 


Learning From the Berdache 
Experience 


Within our society, links can 


De found between all oppressed 


groups. Bisexuals have also been 
faced with, and made invisible by, 
the form of genocide that demands 
a group to assimilate or die. As- 
similation is demanded of us by 
lesbians, gays and straights by 
forcing us to choose a sexual 
orientation, community, and 
culture without recognizing that 
bisexuality stands on its own; that 
it is a sexual orientation with its 
own community. 

It is our responsibility to 
learn, understand, and promote 
the berdache experience, not to 
justify bisexuality, but rather to 
promote and preserve Native 
American culture as well as our 
own. As Carol Lee Sanchez, a 

/Sioux woman urges, “It is 
time for us to share the best of all 
our tradition and cultures, all over 
the world." Bisexuals would 
benefit greatly by comparing the 
oppression of the Dberdache with 
our own and others' oppression so 
that we may better challenge our 
social system and educate our- 
selves to the diversity of cultural 
experiences.Perhaps the web of Hfe 
concept can be a model in which 
different cultural groups are con- 
sidered essential to the strength, 
power, and existence of humanity 
as a whole. 
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AIDS Groups — 


Organize To Save Lives 


By John Anner 


“Hey, condoms, condoms, 
you need some?” Willle Andrades 
yelis as we walk by a group of men 
sitting on blankets just outside of 
San Francisco's City Hall. As we 
get closer, we see one of them has 
his sleeve rolled up, ready to use a 
hypodermic needle held in his left 
hand. Another looks up at us and 
responds "how about bleach, you 
got any bleach?" Willie, a Com- 
munity Health Outreach Worker 
(CHOW) with San Francisco's Mid- 
City Consortium to Combat AIDS 
whose beat is the seedy Tenderloin 
district, opens his red dufile bag 
and pulls owt three or four smail 
bottles of bleach and hands them 
around. "Man, you got here just 
~ in time,” says one of the men 
gratefully. 

"You're not sharing your 
works, are you?” Willie asks. 

"Hey, no way,” says a tall 
man in a tatiered army-issue olive 
green shirt, “the last thing I need 
is to fool around with is that 
AIDS." | 

“Play it safe,” cautions Willie, 
and we move on, dispensing 
condoms, 


tion 
about AIDS to anyone | 
who will stop and listen. 
Willie Andrades is repre- 
sentative of the AIDS-fighting 
strategies of what could be called . 
“culturally conscious” AIDS or- 
ganizations. These groups tend . 


organizations, with a commitment 
WINTER.1991 






to reaching and serving the popu- 
lations at greatest risk for con- 
tracting AIDS, Most are led and 
staffed by people of color, and 
come out of the communities they 
intend to serve. Many are con- 
sciously set up to reach a particu- 
lar ethnic or racial group, while 
others, like the Mid-City Consor- 
tium, work wherever they find the 
need is greatest. With African 
Americans, Latinos, Asians and 
Native Americans generally at 
higher risk than Caucasians, 
these areas are often communities 
of color. Andrades, for example, 
says 80 per cent of his clients are 
African-American and Latino. 

As community organizations, 
these groups (most of which are 
less than five years old) spring out 
of a similar set of probiems and 
needs. Common to them alJ'is the 
understanding that, as a commu- 
nicable disease for which there is 
still no cure, AIDS is best attacked 
through preventive education, and 
to do effective education it is 
necessary to understand the 
culture (and of course the lan- 


a 


aie atl 
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the people you 
hope to reach. 
However, very few of 
the new AIDS groups that 
are composed primarily of 


y =) people of color have 
to be small, indigenous grassroots Wy; 
yf nity organizing model that 


adopted an explicit commu- 








aliows for the tise of more confron- 
tational tactics or is aimed at em- 
powering communities to Aight for 
their rights aro AIDS. None of 
the groups interviewed for this 
article, for example, actively uses 
the AIDS issue to organize people 
around an agenda to address the 
general question of access to 
health care in communities of 
color, which is often abysmal. 
There are few examples of groups 
in communities of color that have 
adopted the activist approach of 
the AIDS Coalition to Unieach 
Power (ACT-UP), although ACT-UP 
itself does have a “people of color 
caucus." 

The “culturally conscious" 
AIDS groups have, for the most 
part, followed a set of strategies 
similar to those implemented by 
the established AIDS groups that 
were developed to serve the gay 
white male community. These 
include: 

*A reluctance to go outside 
the political boundaries common 
to service organizations; 

*A4 focus on prevention edu- 
cation, direct services and acivo- 
cacy, and 

*A reliance on local, state 
and federal authorities for funding 
for AIDS programs. 


Different Perspective on 
AIDS Prevention Message 
One of the important 
changes the new AIDS groups 
have made is altering the AIDS 
prevention message from “if you 
are gay you are at risk of getting 
HIV" to "if you engage in certain 
activities you are at risk." A major 
difficulty in reaching out to com- 
munities of color to do AIDS edu- 
cation and outreach is that AIDS 
has often been seen as a disease 


i. that afflicts fay men, and in many 


non-white cultures people are less 
likely to identify themselves as 
gay. “We need to get away from 
the label and jook at the activity,” 
said Dr, Juan Delgado of San 
Francisco's Latino AIDS project, 
“instead of talking about gay 
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‘Latinos we talk about men'who -- 
~~” shave, or have had, sex with men." 
-? He pointed out that ‘some Latino 
men will bicik in same- SEX. 
ER ak - intimate ~ 
ae Re activity 
Gee without feeling 
S22 that they are. 
; ‘therefore Bay. | 







be saciid by homosexual or 
heterosexual contact, the vast | 
majority of cases, on the West 
Coast of the U.S. at least, result 
from sex between men. . 

Phil Tingley of the American 
Indian AIDS Institute concurs with 
Delgado, saying that self-identified 
gays are much less common in 
Native American culture than 
among whites. He said that a 


major reason why the mainstrean 


AIDS groups were so unsuccessful 
in reaching people of color at.risk 
of contracting AIDS is that they. 
targeted all their materials to gay: 
men, This approach didn't make 
sense to Native Americans, ‘says 
Tingley, who in general have a 
‘much broader: perspective on » 
‘sexual relations. “Indians don't 
necessarily think in terms of gay - 
or straight.” he said in an inter- 
view, “some of our tribes have up 
to seven genders, So when white 
people tell me that aaah in 
getting the - . : 
sieeshpeaboul 
AIDS across} are - 
due tohomopho- By F Fax 
bia, I jtist have to aa RE Fs a 
tellthem Tm oe OE 
sorry, but that's : 
simply not true.” 

.. “People need £8 
images that = oS 
reflect who they .. ~~ 
are and where 0 
they come from," ” 
Gerald Lenoir, c-o.-./4 
Executive Direc: « ame 
tor of San. Fran- 


cisco's Black: Coalition o on 1 AIDS =~ , 


plained, and because most of the’ 


Co 


it o1it: by: mainstream AIDS. or 


- “Aftioar Amieneape Seaie about 2 
-- the disease, ‘but. have yet to take 
ona sense'of personal risk." In’ 


“3 (While HIV can. 





dies advertising: and outreach. materials 
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addition, people of color are not 
‘usually tuned in to the gay 
press and other mediums of 
‘communication used by. gay. 
white men, which-is where ” 
much of the information about. 
AIDS has been presented during _ 
‘the course of the epidemic. “But 
people of color can't afford to - 
ignore the risk anymore,” Lenoir 
said, pointing out that AIDS has- 
becoime the major. killer of Afri-. 


-can-American and Latino women ro 


in some East Coast cities, and. 
that 75% of the children with 
AIDS are saad Bf 7 


Lack of Initiative From 

‘Traditional Leaders ate oe 
, One of the most. important 

catalysts for the “culturally 


conscious" AIDS organizations fe 
-: the realization‘on the'part of 9.) 
activists that the traditional social 


and political, leadership in many 
ethnic communities was not going 
‘to take the lead tn tackling the | 
AIDS crisis. “There is a total. lack 
of leadership in ‘the African: ": a 
American community around’ 
AIDS,” sais Lenoir, echoing a. 
common sentiment. Gays. and 
arty ts users have a hard time» 

_* finding sympathy 

~ fromm + hm a 
leaders who tend to 
-- be conservative on. 
social issues, and. 
~-“who-don't like the - 


.. subjects like homo- ... 
"Sexuality out into the’ 
/ open: "Some people 
> “think homosexuality 
|e doesn't exist [inthe | 
4 Latino community)": 2 
"said Delgado, and as 
a result-even when: 


-- ing people ‘of color disproportion: ie 
ately "there was still. a lot. of denial. me 
oe Mae it was a problem." 

on ganizations showed white men, ° oe 





» - idea of bringing taboo _ 
_tional leaders: have for: the: most’: ne i: 

- part been ‘slow. to react to the AIDS s ae 
hersis’ in communities: of color, ... a 

Laecording to Steven Lew of. the’? 
Gay, Asian/ Pacific Alliance, is: that 

SA gnere, is a feeling that there are’ 
already. so many: negative: images” 

-_ co held by < outsiders: about’ people of - 

5 tk “faced with the: mount: 2 /.color. that the last: thing business, * coe 

=F evidienee. that AIDS was affect~' | religious and political: leaders. want : } ; cee 

. to dois start talking about. Baie ee 

- sexuality, drug use and AIDS. 

=) "Even in the health services © 


cin tony communities of oe ae : ses wearers sald Lew. ine an: oes 












! edie: ‘religious: ineitutions 5 play a ao 


powerful. political role’ and they. are 
notoriously conservative on issues | 
relating ‘to sexuality. "Too many © 


~. times we came with judgements” * 


before’ we came with’ the word of © 

love;"a: ‘United ‘Methodist Church* 
minister admitted ata. conten 
on AIDS held dn ‘Los. ‘Angeles: a. few © 
months. ago.” “Delgado, meee 


the Latino AIDS Project's work in 
‘the community, ‘sald that while ” 


Se es 


willing to cooperate; most. refisse 


because ‘they don't want to talk: 


about ‘sex or Sexuality. "We can - 
talk about AIDS fat church-. 
sponsored events}, ‘ Delgado: 


explained, “but we can't mention _ 
condoms. or sex,": ‘However,’ as” 
Donna Reed ‘of the. People of Color 


na Against 1 AIDS Network in Seattle © 
. puts it, “te talk about AIDS you: 

first have to talk about’ ‘SOX, and 
then about sexual orientation.“ x 
This is not: ee the church | 
4s comfortable wi rage 


_"Another Teason ale tradi: 7 









bese Le the: need for new organizations: to 
fs ibe do AIDS: education,: and make: Blew : 
oe difficult toget the message : across. 2 
tes S F é "There: 4s. homophobia : in: the: ‘Afri’ 










2 “interview, people tind: not t to 0 deal al one : 
: oe s ae the: ‘Bay: community. A os ES 


_ Antl-gay attitudes: eats 


can-American], community," "Says :. 


oe Lenoir, talking about religiotis: and 7 
co = community authorities, “and we! 
oo catun head-on into ital! the time." - 
ae “Lew. agrees; with: Tespect to. the 
“ooo vAsian community)in general, and: 
_ says that anti-gay attitudes were « 
Lite pene even. in the “first genera- 


a “AIDS: education: ’ On: the iter 


coe hand, Jaime Geaga of the e Filipino | 





. . ‘ Fs . t eee . a mi Te c 
ache ae so Rtep yeep cy hog palgemiae i ete yam oar eared 3 ae 
: i tena te ae z ‘ 
. ot 1 +4, ‘. ut 
. my eh. t 


oe a and. awareness. - 
Sere and beauty: contests are.an’ 
J entrenched: part of ‘Filipino’ cule ee 
aS = es ture," 8 al d d Geaga. Z ‘The Task i 





. ac - Getting ¢ the ‘Message 2 ‘across’: 


7? patent as a way. oF getting the 
, message into the: community, 


“For: the’ ‘groups: at highest 


ae risk, ‘however, such’as IV drug: ” 
“wsers/ the homeless, and pine 
2 -owho survive by trading’ sex on the 
/ streets, 'the only way to. reach * 

: : peaple ¥ with AIDS — is 


= eke “Our ¢lients are seebinetes 
a “who've: already: ‘been: completely 
s, disenfranchised," said Craig” 
: a Lasha, Field Supervisor and Assis- 
: : ‘tant Director.of Outreach ‘for: the 
- Mid-City Consortium ‘to Combat 
AIDS, "These people have ‘been ; 
‘shut out of the system; and don't t 
trust: anyone; especially the oman 
1 - Our forte is getting out there ona: 
daily basis,’to earn: {people’ s} 


iS | eredibility.’ Mid-City also uses “ 


Asian /Pacific:communities," he’ 


The new AIDS: ‘organization ‘ 


Yee are also taking ‘a creative dockat ” 

o> the best way to get the message 

2 <° across. The-Latine AIDS: project, 

oo dar example; has put otit'a Nol 
"=< -praised video about AIDS in the © 

“0 form of a soap opera, ‘or: “novela.” j 

oo. » Novelas 3 are widely watched in‘: 

00) gatin America.’ ‘The Filipino AIDS: 
ee : ‘Task Force, on’the other hand, is” 


at en pce eee le 


putting 6 on a "Mr. and Mrs: “Gays 


“Talent shows 


"lage tate 2 


. Spee Kills: 5s Quickly for t those” 
: Who Live on the Streets: 


 .."Health: Forums": ‘that: offer: free. 

‘food and music 'to bring in: people. 

= who: normally would not: come’ to. 

"seminars or- meetings. These 

--). -forums‘do AIDS prevention’ ’ 

a education: and'‘show people Loge 
- a can. paniee: themselves from” 
2 alipino eulleire "Filipina tend to eee 
> be-more’tolerant" of homosexual * 
oe relationships. ° “We haven't had the 

- .* same’kind of resistance [to talon ee 

_. ~~ about:AIDS].as.in some’ other. 


. For: most ‘men: ‘who have s Sex 


: with. men, of whatever ethnic © 
“background, AIDS is'a potential 
6 "calamity with horrible ¢ CONSE 
a ‘quences, ° For: aon ee 
people. who” 
dive onthe 

| streets, how: es 
> ever, AIDS is” e 
ee just one more. 
2. -element: of ; a 
ne brutalizing 

fe ve environment. 
Especially’ ese 
ao teen cor. oie - == 
pine with  eomtea 
oo pysical: sieprecadineale of. falebiiol’ 
Ave drugs, AIDS is arapid kaller 
for those on the bottom of the 

fc = urban class. structire. “People a are’: 
Saye everyday,”. Andrades said iat“ 
- othe end of our half-day in the Ten- : 
: ‘derioin } District. “and most-of the « 
e ao tithe nobody: knows. what arth died 
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“One ithe Hae ‘sure. Anadis 


sat As. that ‘the official statistics 
“for: the percentage: infected with 
“HIV. are a drastic undercount. . 

ne _ "These people are angry,"An- 00° - 
: deades said, “and they havea night be 
to be.": ‘The agencies that are” be 
charged’ with ‘helping: have all been, 
cut back, and tend to be qnore “= 
_) alfenating than helpful. “The cops 


Pa abe gm ray 


- are’ ‘brutal, and the schools ; are’ ae 


a jokes: ‘His ‘biggest: fear: is: that for , 
_ the’young, who he sces. falling into ee 
e the same. self-destructive patterns . 

: that are killing the: older ‘genera- = “e 


tion. “These: kids tell. me America 
hates: them," he says, ‘and the ” 


7 only thing I can dois:'to try'to © 
- make contact." That: contact may: 
be the only thing that gives some = 
e teenagers: a ‘fighting c chance in the yr 


Doe Glee AIDS. 


pa Brawl frie: “Hispanics Den! “ial Abate” 


AIDS Spread,” Sor Hapesse Examine, 
Af 4/90. 


~~ De Wolk, Roland. “Black Wome Fant 
»_ AIDS. Crack Cocaine: ‘Oakland - 


Tribune, -7/26/89.: 


‘Lenoir, Gerald... puope at Coior Fight | 


AIDS Frontline 9/25/89. . 


~ Navarre, Mireya. “AIDS in ‘Hispanic: 


Community: Threat Ignored.” New York 


~Henes,.12/29/89.. z 
-Parlaman, Lisa.. Ox Ds Program Alte at | 


~_Tncigent Latinos.” Los jgeles Times, Bf ; 
27/89. ‘i | 


| _ Zonano, ‘Victor. A hating’ Response to: 
AIDS Los pageles Times, oh coe 


a : Eee John Annes i is the editor of ther 
Pats Minority Trendsictter, and ts a - 
& . long-time community activist.- -_ 
gale Reprinted with permission from . 
. ” Phe Minority Trendsletter, Fall. 
Se 1990 issue. The Minority © 
= “Trendsletter. is published by the 
<° (Center for. Third World: Dremndatng 
¢.. (CTWO),.a: ‘research and. sah e | 
° _erganization.for people of color. 
. lorgeanizers based in Oakland, 
«California. -CTWO provides - 
wo. | beonsulting and training : seminars. 
ae oS ete community and labor 
ees fe mrenees runs a weekend © 
.. school-for. community. leaders and - 
_vconducts summer-iong 


. apprenticeship: cand. mentorship. 

_. programs for future activists. . 

. Subscriptions to the Minority .. 

~ Trendstetter are $20. per year. For - 
more: information call cTwo at. 


(418) 654-9801 or address ” se ay 
. egrrespondence to 3661. ‘Martin, [ Aa 


Easther, Ming! ar: > aut Oakland, cA 
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Ten Ye pice rs $ Into. 


| By J Christopher Alexander 


Ten years age AIDS v was. ee 
dite: to be recognized, defined.” 
and increasingly part of our: 
awareness. ‘It's. doubtful that’ - | 
many of us. anticipated the. huvron 
of this disease at that time. While . 
the gay. community rine to. 
protect‘itself from being the : 
identified [target group, the main- 
stream press gave AIDS question! 
able | coverage and continually - 
“refererred to: ‘the disease as ‘one 
“that affects gay men, Haitians, ' 


cai and thus far, a few fareaipataea? ‘a 


* Subsequent years have | 
shown j an ongoing struggle hye 
a amongst. those in the know. over - 
who is at risk for AIDS, ‘The pay 
“3 community, Tecognizing the 
impact of the disease or tts 
: members, raltled to: develap | 
services, educate its people, .. 
demand: ‘government monies for’ 
; services and research, and remain : 
cohesive in the midst of the 


tragedy. . ‘Support was piven. to nhie a 


- fay community: by the lesbian and * 
.. bisexual communities, as well as: 
= amany, non-gay-identifled cage 
- who joined the ranks to offer’. 
services, ‘support; and care to. 
those ‘afflicted by AIDS. 


~ played out in the gay: community, 
“rejected most accusations that 
_ they, too, were at high risk: for” 
-developing AIDS: Even as ‘the © 
_ numbers of AIDS cases soared” 
|). amongst their members, pany 
people of color:communities © 


a i : 5 aed that AIDS was a ante eS S 


By fiat S 3 disease. ‘Fortunately, 






a recat = | 


ok fecogh ii if, i i 1 gi 1¢. ‘impact of 











ne ee aa as the bridge | between: the 
eet good guys | and the bad ‘guys. 
International magazine articles, 
Neg eos television, ‘appearances by various” Ce 
De: “authorities’, and a public pein 7 a a 


“ one ty tier Toei PT ea ae oa oo at ae a 
i soe - a 1. et Tee “i 2 ea bays roe ke A eee 
oe i iG A os 
i zi ott ten Hii 
‘ aos a Ninny aH Ae lio A SL A op ein Cas re Ea et a . ‘ fi 
: : . - 5 . J . -+ os . 
’ 7 pire nt ue ees pg et Abe a ae Vaart Aiea dee in Ra Aaa cd . 
: r 3 . at . “. . . é ‘ih 
are ere tiene Cory See A " sae ns Eg - * = 
ca *! . ~ on a TESS 
= “ 










Blsesiials have ‘been: ‘por: : 


Pore eee 


- eb 2 i: — sani HIV to ‘soeey. at 
Gee darges ‘Although - bisexual activists 


five ersaied’ ainay y buh apeeine = 


services: and education: —ek: 
~ Other subgroups’ have © 


: struggled with the same develop- 7 


mental sequence. as the gay.and - 


minority communities; ‘Still, while’ | 


numerous books and articles have. 
been written attesting to the tisk. 
of AIDS amongst: heterosexuals, ° 
some authors publish books and”. 


: articles refuting these statements. 
(Meanwhile; heterosexuals are” 


contracting. the ‘disease in various 
bate and the debate rages on. . 

* Hindsight. tells us that. every.” 
attempt should have been made to 
educate all persons that anyone 


can be at-risk of contracting HIV > 
disease. .Such educational eftoris’! ‘ 

are continually hindered, howevely 
. by various political and economic: 
- factors. For instance,no single" 


commuinity wanted or wants‘to be’ 
on the “at risk" list.So'as thou- 


‘sands of A, ace ee 
get sick and die, the battle contin-': 
ues over how to take care of mee - 


people without. proclaiming that ° 


‘. yes,-there is a commonality” - 

_ amongst each of the saterenay 
cee that places them at wee risk for: 
ee AL first the: Hilarity commu 
et, “piltles. {such as Blacks, Aslans,.°2°: 
Hispanics), repeating the ‘scenario a 


Just don't being’ your 


5 disease: into my. community’ is s the: 

= message: that: ‘gay men’ have» 

~” geceived ever since the recognition 
pc EADS ‘Similarly, Lercm a 

- communities face: countless» 7 
ae “incidents . of racism and oppres- = e | 

o on Many people in‘our society’: 
= are-content to watch the numbers 
~ of gay men ‘and: ‘people. of color: 

Lee diminish; ‘regardless: of: the: cause, = 
~ “It's their fault ‘for getting AIDS. 

© They shouldn't: havee been 

ey Sees: ‘isthe familiar statement 

tos SO many. oft us. a per ace eee 


coe at a 
me el a 


es copes when. their health © : 
falters. / ‘Sul others’ have: eben to: 
_actively take part in the growing 







eae PocveisA amr 
SPE LN Biter tle RAT 


have ‘tried ‘since: early: on in: the” 
AIDS: epidemic to challenge: these 


2 “stereotypes: ‘and. misconceptions, 


o they: are rarely taken seriously. 
Success was gained in Betting 1 the 
ener “bisexual” added :to :the:"at 
_Tisk" list, ‘put not to: the: research - 


~ and services aimed at helping 


people, Furthermore, "bisexual". 
has’ traditionally been: coupled: 
cwith “gay,” as if there were: no” 
_ distinction. between. ‘the two”. 
- groups.’ ‘National brochures © on” OP 
—AlDSare often titled “For. Gay, and 
‘Bisexual Men," but no indication:~ iB “ 
4s offered: as: Ato what: ‘precautions’ a a ; 
~ bisexual -man should take when he a ; 
_ds sexually involved with: a woman. 5 
_T spent four: years working for. a 
- major. AIDS. education: and: support fe — 
services agency: in’San Francisco. = 
“In retrospect.:] am: ‘still baffled: that f. 
_ the organization: consistently: 
Tejected: attempts. by: bisexuals: to 
"educate: them on: thelr specific. oe 
issues, ra me 7 . . 
“Bisexuals have ovine been ee 
" percelved as “sitting: ‘on the fence’ a 
- between a: ‘heterosexual: mode: of 
- sexual anda: “homosexual 1 one.” a 
The AIDS. ‘epidemic: has: certaly 
done’ a great « deal to: push, if. yeu 
will, many | bisexuals’ into the = pee 
heterosexual closet.: nda of ie : 
“men: who were starting to ee | Se 
their bisexual nature prior.to: the ee Les 
- flood of news: about'AIDS ‘have > ae 
“chosen: 4o retreat:into the world 0 of ne 
" heterosemuality because of fear. ee 
Some of these men have been <7 - 
conscious: of thetr. risk for. HIV ] = a 
-Anfection, and F have: thus been ie 
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m wha. came tothe: group. identified” 


“as heterosexual; their risk for. HIV 
“ewas clearly bisexual in nature: 
J For -the most partythese-men had 

fue: J Nittle' or no involvemient with: the. 
“gay male or bisexual community, 
e Most: ‘of them had. wives and... 


children, 2 and. typically. had. Sex 


-owith men in anonymous. encoun-~ fe 


ters: {parks, restrooms, baths)... 


he - This becomes. an. uncomfortable 


peality for: many-bisexuals'to 


ae 7 -acknowiledge: because ‘it plays’ into’ 
met aed the: ‘Stereotypes | of: what bisexuals 


i doy ‘Though: many bisexually- 


a -vactive: people don't fulfill: their” 
\\” “sexual needs in this manner, the 


reality. is that ‘there. are a. large: 


: ’-“‘jyumber. of men who do. At. 4s. ‘our. 
i “discomfort swith this. idea,. perhaps,” = 


cwhich: has prevented AIDS. educa-. 3 

_; . tors from meeting | these 1 men on 

ay : their turf,’ ‘so to: speak. ap 
ee “Bisexual. men’ — women | 
: = She! are not’connected tothe gay 
- community or: gay media depend” 

- onthe mainstream media for Hiv’ 

| information, which 'is ambiguous ... 


“at best, As T listened to the men 
ae An the group, ‘it became clear that. 
ee ‘most. were Jacking 4 in AIDS. educa: sD 
Ook “tion: Only. when they. were aware 
‘oof their infection did. they. take. 
nee “action: to. educate themselves: : et 
oe - hosed then did they getin touch 
2 _ witha AIDS. a and d recognize Pe oe 


wets 


ec that there. was a wealth of AIDS 


|| 4 facilitated a support group 
Ree for heterosexual and. bisexual: men” 
aera San. Francisco for: two years. : a 
ine Though’ the majority of. the:men.: 


See bisexuals? Movin, ig ee 











/Anformation that: they weren ts 


cvaway: from labels and instead. fe 
orishas high-risk behavior 


“allows. people ‘to make. connections © 


~ Between prevention. information - 
- and ‘how: they, relate: sexually. 
“Instead of addressing “bisexual ¢ or” 
“ey men, information: should © 

1 sould like t to's see » more’ 
~ specific prevention wording.’ For. 
instance,:most ‘people | ‘know that” 
the "exchange of ‘bodily fluids”. is” 
“unsafe. Mainstream media should - 
‘then follow: the boid. example Set” 
by: the gay press by. using specific - 
cand eraphie seneuaee in defining 
wicks manner. they c can ‘bee ex: noe 
"Chan ged. “Ambiguous. information 
leads to uncertain. interpretation: 
"especially in: the face of. denial. 
> Because of. the: guilt 2 and © 
“gaane of being bisexual, ined: 
and having. AIDS, some. of the men. 
in amy group ‘have’ died. of AIDS in. 
Tear. isolation, shrouded in- 
secrecy. One died recently, ‘and., 
poor he;: Ais wife; and. the medical 
team Jew. that: he had AIDS..: 
> Even. his: ‘two: children; did: not 
-Inow.. ‘His wife now: holds: the role 
ae ey and the. secrecy. contin~ : 

es. Unfortunately, h jus. ae not z an: 
“ssolated ‘story. a Ce ae 

The tragedy 1 is that we've 





teamed that: nimmerous incidences, 


“of HIV infection. probably. could’ 
have. been. n prevented. if, the distri- 


ners. PS 


re ee ee ee 
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ca ~utlon of AIDS information were” 


handled. differently. 
“Lesbian-identified bisexuals, 


“Nice lesbians, receive mixed *- 


~messages.. ‘Many. mistakenly _ 
© primarily or - exclusively relate. 
sexually to women. But ‘ke. 


= helene men. who behave. 
““bisexually, fear can ‘prevent’ sonal 


_ history disclosure b between age A 


ue wa mean and. develop 


the bisexual ‘community and . 

| movernent. onan international. 
- Jevel, one. ‘of the most positive °; 
"moves we.can make is te work 


‘towards affirming. bisexual identity 


*4n society at large while:at the ~. 
“same time, respecting those who. 
ee feel-safe-coming out as « 


bisexual. Our challenge is to. fina”: 


-- ways of educating all people about 

~BIV disease, ‘in mainstream.as ° - 
ee well as ethnic minority. groups, Se 
8 including heterosexually-identifed 


_and lesbian/ gay-identified women ° 
and men who are tecaialy 


y z @ Eiotaphas Alacdider A 


> : oujehistheranist in ‘Alameda 
County andis completing. his 
i oll eek te Clinical casita 


| "five years working with. people 


with HIV disease in San. 

: Francisco. 'He has: worked for 
‘the: UCSF AIDS Health Prefect: 
and the SF AIDS Foundation, .- 
“-qphere: he was. the founder ofa’. 
_ Support group for heterosexual 
“and bisexual men with HIV: 
‘disease. ‘Heisa. 
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The Winning Family: 


increasing Self-Esteem 
in Your Children & Yourself 


By Dr. Loutse Hart 


“How many of you think your 
parents joved you as a child?” 
Moat of the hands in the room go 
up. “Now, how many of you felt 
loved as a child?” Just a sprin- 
kling of hands remains. No matter 
where I speak, the response is 
generally the same. What does 
this mean for us as parente? 

Self-esteem, especially in 
children, is linked to the 
feeling of being loved, of being 
loveable. Whether we know it or 
not, we are “teaching” self-es- 
teem-—or lack of it-—to our chil- 
dren all the tone. For the most 
part, children look to the adults in 
their environment and later to 
their peers for reflection of who 
they are and how they are. Keen 
abeervers, they soak up every bit 
of information we provide—our 
words, facial expressions, posture, 
tone of voice, touch—and the 
conclusions they draw (‘i am 


important,” “I don't matter," “lam 


loved,” “I am a nuisance’) then 
become their “truth” about who. 
they are and what they deserve in 
life. 


We, as parents have the 
choice to teach unconscioushy—by 
repeating the patterns our own 
parents used with us—or to make 
a conscious cormmitment to 
passing on only those values we 
would like to see perpetuated. 

Pase on the best and throw 
away the rest. A good place to 
start is by taking an honest look 
at your own childhood. Remem- 
ber what it was like growing up in 
your family. What did your 
parents do io make you feel loved? 
How did they discipline you? How 
did they communicate and resoive 

with you and with each 
other? What helped you to feel 


es aned ehes:t yourself, and what led 


“274 i= conclude that you were 


wrong with you? Try not to 
idealize your experiences. Gloas- 
ing over painful memories leaves 
you at greater risk of repeating 
those behaviors with your own 
children. 

Our parents, being human, 
made mistakes, but we can choose 
to learn from those mistakes 
rather than pasa them on. Our 
children give us the opportunity to 
become the parents we always 
wished we hadi. 

It is better to prepare than 
repair. Fostering self-esteem in a 
child from the outset is easier and 
healthier than trying to repair a 
negative self-concept later in life. 
Here are some of the major factors 
that contribute to high and low 
self-cateem: 


High Setf-Eateem 
Respect (valuing) 


Self-esteem begins with self- 
love, with reapecting, accepting 
and taking care of yourself, This 
love spills over to your children, 
who learn to love themselves and 
to love you. Karl Menninger once 


pei at eye ciars peape those ) 


who give it. and those who receive 
it. ot 
Self-esteem also depends on 

unconditional love: love with no. 
strings attached; love with reapect, 
acceptance, empathy. sensitivity, 
and warmth; love that says, 
“Regardless of what you do, Ulove 
and accept you for who you are.” 

_ Bite your tongue. i have © 
noticed that when ] am stressed. 


- words often slip out of my mouth 


that I wish I had not said. My 
children’s self-esteem suffers and 
so does mine. Matthew Fox, in his 
book Origtnal Blessings, writes 
“Healthy farnilies remind each 
other of their goodness; unhealthy 
families remind cach other of thetr 
failings.” Take time to reguiarly 
remind yourself of your goals and 
values—what you want to be 
giving your children—and you will 
find your tongue less bruised. 
Flip your focus. We have 
been taught to catch ourselves 
and our children being “bad.” 
Instead of always looking for the 
shortcomings, the mistakes, and 
whai did not get done, foctis on 
the terrific aspects. I am delighted 
to see that some schoois are 
sending home, “We caught your 
child being good” certificates in 
Heu of the usual faihure of disct- 


_ pline notices. 


Examine your expecta- 
tions. Expectations thai are too 
high set our children up for failure 
and set us up for disappointment. 
Expectations that are too jow tell 
our children that we do not believe 
in them...and then they learn not 
to believe in themselves. Maintain 
high, attainable expectations for 
yourself and your children, and 
then cheer each other on! 

When you are good to 
yourself, you feel good about 
yourself. After having two chil- 
dren 11 months apart, ] wished 
someone had told me how to take 
care of me. A large part of self- 
esteem comes from feeling that we 


deserve to be happy, to have fun, 


to enjoy life, to. do the things we 
want tado. Many times we 
unwittingly provide low aelf- 

esteem modele to-our children by — 
rationalizing that we no longer 


have the time or money to do nice 
things for ourselves. 
Here is a good exercise in 
self-nourishment. Make a list of 
20 activities you enjoy doing that 
do not require a lot of money or 


elaborate planning. It is especially 


revealing to note, in a second 
column, when the last time was 
that you did each of these! Then 
make a commitment to do at least 
one activity from your list every 
day. This can become a family 
exercise too, with each family 
member reminding and encourag- 
ing the others to be good to 
themselves. 

Get rid of what you don't 
want; replace it with what you 
do want. Listen to what you say 
to yourself during the course of a 
day. Turn up the volume and 
tune into running commentary: 
“That was dumb.” “I'm too fat." 
“I'm not good enough.” As you 
hear the messages, write them 
down. Where did they come from? 
The reason most people feel bad 
about themselves is they keep 
telling themscives how awful they 
are. For every statement you 
record, think of a way to say what 
you really want to believe about 
yourself, and jot down an affirma- 
tion as a reminder. Turn you 
“stinkin’ thinkin” into positive 
self-talk! You will be surprised at 
what happens—not only for you, » 
but for your children. 

When you are having fun 
together, love just happens! 


Think about your weekly activities. 


How much time do you devote to 
just play? I'm not talking about 
reatful, non-work periods— 
although these are also impor- 
tant—but time for real fun and 
silliness. 

Moet of us have narrowed 
down the realm of play to a set of 
tennia on the the weekend or 
maybe renting a couple of videos. 
We have forgotten the delights of 
make-believe, building forts and 
casties, setting up a toy store, or 
roller skating with a friend. 
Luckily, our children are the best 
teachers we could possibly find to 
help us recover thes¢ lost treas- 
ures. And if we loosen up-and get 


into the spirit, we can share some — 


(of our old favorite games with 
WINTER 1991 





them, too. Play brings a special 
closeness to family relations, and 
when you of your children are 


feeling out of sorts, laughter can | 


be the best medicine. 


I often ask parents what comes to 
mind when they hear the word 
discipline, The most common 
responses are “punishment,” 
“hitting,” or “being sent to my 
room.” Discipline comes from the 
same root as disciple, which 
means “pupil” or “learner.” It 
suggesis that our function as 


parents is to guide or teach, rather 


than judge. 
When our children misbe- 


have, we often fall into the trap of 
blaming, finger pointing, or using 
"you" statements: “You dummy." 
"You never do anything right.” 
When children fee] they are being 
attacked, they usually respond 
defensively and shut down their 
“hearing” to protect themselves 
from our harmful words. “You” 
statements not only impair 
communication, but also focus 
atiention on what we do not want, 
without indicating the preferable 
options. 

“I” statements, on the other 
hand, indicate clearly what we are 
feeling and ask for a specific 


EXPANDED 


ie 
a a 
AS es o> SS 


FAMILY NETWORK 


w Does the idea of a caring, committed multi-adult family appeal to you? 


change in behavior: “I feel 
when you because . 
and I wantto.__.” Taking the 
time to formulate an “I* statement 
allows you to step back and look 
objectively at why your butions 
are being pushed. Then you can 
decide if this particular issue is 
truly important to you or simply a 
jeft-over value inherited from your 
parents. It may turn out, for 
example, that you do have sirong 
feelings about your child using 
abusive language toward a sibling 
or that you do not really care 
whether your child’s pants are 
clean enough to wear a second 
day. 

Finding new ways to disci- 
pline also involves replacing the 
old reward and punishment 
aystem with natural and logical 
consequences. The Systematic 
Training for Effective Parenting 
{S.T.E.P.} approach and the 
insights of Rudolf Dreikurs 
provide wonderful learning tools 
for parents. 

Joy shared is joy doubled; 
sorrow shared is sorrow cut in 
half In the past, extended 
families were the rule and not the 
exception. Because we no longer 
have this built-in support system, 








we need to reach out to neighbors, 


Wont You 


Join Us? 


® Do you believe it's possible to love several people simultaneously? 


* Would you like to have more than two parents for your children? 
# Do you want to raise your standard of living through shared resources? 


If you answered ‘‘yes” to most or all of these questions, check us out! 


The Expanded Family Network is a group committed to the idea of multi- 
adult, sexual/loving relationships. We are not swingers, nor do we endorse 
casual sexual relationships. Our network provides information, resources, 
meeting places, and social events for our membership. 


if this sounds goad to you, please contact us for more information at: 


The Expanded Family Network 
2124 Kittredge Street #278-K, Berkeley, CA 94704 


Phone: (415) 995-2607 
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f ang th aa tye & . ake 


: -eo-workers, ae Gti tien | : 
_ things get‘ tough or when we just 
“want to-share our experierice ae 
aba parenthood. ‘Reaching out is . 
“especially important for mothers 
or fathers whoa single-parenting.. 
If you ‘are feeling isolated, 


start building a’suppott system by . 


telephoning one person a day, . 
even if only to say hello. Then, _ 
when you really seem to need © 
some help, you will already bein: 
the habit of reaching out and will : 


inertia.’ 


know how it: feels when we have 
something to’say and the person 
we want to talk to is not listening. 
Most ‘people think they are good 
listeners, yet few reallyare.__ 
“When you listen to your 


children: look them in the eye, set 4 


aside judgement and criticism, 


tune into:non-verbal cues, and let” E 


them finish speaking. Then, 


reflect a feeling back to them, aes : 


their. point 0 of view: “You must” 
have felt. "or “It sounds as 
though you were If your. 
reply Js ‘right on, they will know - 
you. heard them and understood.’ 
Af you reply ts ‘off, they will oe 








that their neces did + not t get 
‘through, and they:can try to - 
ve restate It more clearly. This is 
. win/win communication,’ and. it 
i. | enhances ‘everyone's: cle teers” 


Wrong, finds it, and then is - 

-e shocked and angry about it. 1 
- once asked‘a recovering perfec- . 

_ ‘tionist how-she got over-her ~~ 

- problem. “I had children,” , was s her 

not have to overcome the forces of” eG | 


“Listen; 1 ice listen, We all 


r conscious parenting is that our 





Let go of perfectionism. ‘AS 


perfectionist ds’ someone who. is 


always: jJooking for something ©. 


reply, | i 
Becbuse pedcetioniets have’ 
impossible expectations, they are_ 
usually frustrated, GIES POEs: 
and angry. Their compulsion”. ~ 
creates stress for the rest of the 
family.as well. ‘In one of my. 
workshops, a young mother with 


toddiers admitted that she ie, : 2 a 


ured the carpet three times a. 
day. I encouraged her to réthink - 
this behavior, and the following 
week she reported | that she had ~ 
cut back to twice a day. “No. one | 
seemed to notice,” she said, “and 1 
had more time to be with ny 
children.” : ey 
“What goes ‘around, comes» 
around. A delightful reward of — 


_ Bisexual | 
“Counseling _ 


rascagen ds group counseling =. A 
Personalized support groups and eormaiune : 
415/621-2380 ° 


| San Francisco 


RON FOX, MAW MEGS 


- Counseling &. Psychotherapy 
panalvidvals, Dep & TOUBS as 


“License anec 224 4 


SAN FRANCISCO 





“97 751-5714 





Oe iliewen ive backs on us cies same 
- care, support, and. encouragement 
_ that we give'to'them.” My: children’. 
have’ ‘been. my best. cheerleaders. 
Since: Ahe: ‘beginning of my, profes: ae 
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ogional career. Myson, forex-” 


Ee taught me to use a. com=: a a | e: ve 


puter, ; and my. ‘daughter. enhances _ 


vi, fe _-all my-materials with her. artistic. 
talent. -No way. could. I have ., 


ees 


“You. can ‘create a Winning | he 
Pamily-—A family in which every- Sc 
one feels like a success, It’s very. 


; difficult to do in our.win / lose . 
__ culture, -But it's worth the effort. 


_ There is great joy and a depth of 
‘connection that can. happen: when 
you replace old: negative. habits. . 


2 . with, new high self-esteem behav : 


fors and attitiides. | At ail begins... 
with a decision... | 

_| Printed by [potnisslin i 
author. This article first: & ? 
"appeared in Mothering. maga: a 
gine. Loutse Hart's bock, The” 


Winning Family: ‘Increasing ~ 
. Self-Esteem-in Your Children -: 
and Yourself, (Lifestyles Press,” 
; 1990), is. available. in: book- .. a 


stores or from: Lifestyles Press, 


: - c/a Publisher's Services, P.O... 
_ Box 2510, Novato, ee 94948 - 


The: Institute: for Ades nced 
_/Sludy of Human Sexuality 


A pilvate, non-sectarian pedier school.” ee de 


a ee es "Offering aides daciees’ continuing 
ESO: Bouma tc a  BOUCATON courses and imo Hed 
One-to-one, couple & ce eas ee oe Ge eee iter | 
S| eee “1523 | FRANKLIN ST; SAN. FRANCISCO cA 94409 © fe hie 

Ted. ears. a 
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-human Sexuality. « 
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“Sex & eager Skills 





oe die, co : ae ‘New Ways To Meet New. People. 
ro fog Enjoying Sex (With Safety) es 
co aan Let's Talke Couples’ Communication: ee 


get ee tee “Ealing: mpc echo duds oe by 


ae “relationship colurnnist SADORA: ALMIANS 


pa ye 5: each 10 3145 Geary Bhd. #153, 56, oat B. 


Hiss Counseling by Aopoiiment “ a 
2 ae Bo- ee 









od ey or eda nce ps eS aU or eae a a ee eb on emt har aee | oe, oof rit ae ee eee 
- ea ae Begin = ee ta Prat aw Pa aire er ary Se rach De ee lire hen Ho) Pace a gish oe atick yey) ae abe ee yes, ieee real at at) 
“4 Paap ae a Pre sows Tee a ahi Sgt ah ats chap bene, Perey charg a acta ce toa E rm iene ta ee cape et Ny poral San ope aoe team eaten 
te o. Ps + x Sas thers Bese bah teas Spat Raat poet tar ae tek ake ao : 
HS mas : moe . : 
f ome Y + ip ki) Tate La 
o -, re ” ” iz 
7 z Pepa pn oe : : 
= 2 . ee oe ‘s -, o 4 a ” 
‘ Eee Pee : : aL we 
* tit Boing eee Ee Gees Ba wa he Pepe eth yg uae ge et io ead oeet a : 
a eeQ RD Syed Dat deter gn fe ate 
i in eee ite Sear Lean 
f Se a lee *: Le ces aed eae atee . tee * ers) 
: 
: 
a cal 


en  Helpi 2 “My. boyivien nd J just t told ae 
Sime that he’ Ss: ‘bisexual and Tm 
os freaking out: Ats: not that} mhind “ 


—S ve: that hie's having sex with men,: it's 


. : on just: that 1 wouldn't know how to.” 
Se compete: with: them. Af I Tose him | 


ea 


es “that’s é a Gite. fight: ‘Even though’ he aa a 


“says that ‘he loves me, I'm afraid - 
- that’one day} he'll tell me that: he’ S 


4 '_ feeling more homosexual these 
days and js going off-with Irving re 
: George or the cute hunk next’ door. 


- ‘that T've: been: Justing. after. OY 


: o . suggestions ' would be really 
a -appreciated. - i 
: cee —Delila a from Deluthe 
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This is: nots an uncommon ° § 


- e concern.’ “Many people ‘who are tit 
oe telationship with someone who’ oo 


| is bisexual are afraid that’ their bi” 


partner will some day: leave them : 


‘for someone of the’sex they are: 


x not. What you need to know, and 


- what your mother probably never « 
ifok: told you,-is that no one ever. Jeaves 
ee 6 relationship. for's someone: else. © 


ah People leave. relationships | because . 


'..” the relationship is no longer 
sans working and sometimes it is easier - 
: to pel the blame on someone else.” 


“Your. boyfriend already: told 


ih you he Joves you. ‘There is no ~ 


‘ competition.” He is getting things 


from you'that no.other.man or : 
woman can supply. You-need to. 


pe ot 


sepa irust your own uniqueness.”-If you 
we any “provide. a safe place for-him to - 


: ne “discuss: his feelings, fantasies, and 
“experiences with: men, your: 


_.{¢ relationship willbe stronger. for tt. 
soe tis: also important. for-you to : 

.. - sdevelop a ‘strong,.sex-positive, and | 
Pe “non -jud gemental support group 


“for yourself so you can discuss 
“oS yours conceims and feelings as they 
arse, (One. that will not make You 
os wrong f for being in a relationship. - 


witha ‘person. who is: bisexual). ‘So 


- Austad of: ‘competing: for. the’ cute 
Aun: next:door, you: might: 


_ foneider: x sherine him. or at least 
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My lover ae 1 eee eee 
“together about’a year and have a a. 
"good sex life together. She almost _ 
‘always has orgasms: with oral sex’. 
‘and seems satisfied... "However, she | 
still likes to use her dildo. and © 


. vibrator sometities.’. ‘It'seems: like. 

. -She wouldn't have to.do: that if 

25 : Bhove 5 satisfied with 1 me. shal do 
ie 2 : —. a from Petaluma oe 


“Dear Pant | 7 | 
- Many people enjoy. using 
“dtldoes, vibrators and other . 
paraphernalia, affectionately ©. 
known as sex toys, boih alone. and. 
‘with partners. Sex toys | can. 
. provide enhancement, variety and - 
‘different kinds of stimulation and: 
need. not be viewed as: competition 
or a substitution for-sex with:a: 
partner. Your lover has leammed |: 
“different ways to enjoy herself, and” 
you should consider it a compli- 
-ment that she is comfortable - 
“enough with you to share this. pat 
of her sexuality. ee 
In the interest of tink 
‘health, sex toys should ‘be Sigel 


with warm, soapy water after.use.” = 
'-Dildoes Should not.be: shared with 


“another. ‘person. unless you put” 
_sondoms on them.. Vibrators that | 
“are used. ‘only | on non-juicy: acaedte 
“of the body. can, oe course, be 
Vibrators’ Bee aliens cum yin 
various. sizes, shapes; ‘colors, : and © 
“materials. ‘What your mother 
“probably: never told you is. that 
~there'are. places: to buy sex: toys 
“where: you ‘can'‘feel: safe, be: 

~~ Snformed, ‘and find support.” 
Auntie: ‘Margo. suggests | Good. 


4 


Vibrations, ae 10. O.Valencia. St. SF : 








“CA. 941 to 5 iene tvallabiel | 


wand Romaniaey, 3 499 9 Moulton St 


» SF, GA: 94123... 


7. “Dear Uncle) Brice: | 


i'm.a.25 year pe man and 
oe only: related. sexually; to... 


a “women, -Now.] think I'd like to. 


= start exploring my sexual 


afraid of catching AIDS. What - 
7} kinds of questions should I be.. 


J ‘ ? asking ‘potential: male partners | 


to find out if.they are safe?.. 
ee Worried in s Wallington 


Dear’ Worried: 

‘Uncle Brice i is: , delighted tt that. 
"you are considering exploring } your . 
erotic desires for men and proua 
- that you are. concerned about... 


; , Pemalntar safe, but the. thing you. 


“need to know, that your. mother. . 
"probably. never. told yous that. 
"many peopae are. ‘Mars:when trying. : 


to get laid. People: have been lying : 


: for. thousands and’ thousand of. 
years. and will: tell. you anything ©: = 
you want to hear ifthey think .. 


- there is‘a ‘chance, of getting into: = | | 


your pants.’ “Yes, 1 Jove you,” 


: “You're the only one,” “Tl never af 

. tell another living soul,” “Iwon't ... . 
come in:your mouth,” “I want to” ~*~ 
dave your. baby,”.“I always: sractios os 
. safe sex,” “Ive never-had sex with 


*a man before elther,” ‘and nae re 
eked isin: the mail.” Sound’. 
familiar? oe 


“were asked were: “Have you ever” 
been Hed to so someone could © 


“have: sex with you?”.and “Have you Fr 


“ever lied in: order to have sex?” 
“8296 of the men and 95% of the 
-wornen reported they had been 
Med to, and 65% of the men and | 
58% of the women reported they 
“hhad Hed to partners in order to - 
‘have sex...Now, if you.can’t trust.a 
“punch of idealistic college stu- | @ 
| dents, awho can you trust?” 

The answer to that one is - 
simples: ‘YOURSELF! ‘If you are’ 
> being completely: safe, the: sexual 
“Spractices or health ‘status of - 


G i feelings: for:men also, but I'm i. 


Ina cee study concerning a 
“the sexual practices among college - 
students, tow of the questions that © 


; po partners: (male or female) : i. 2 ge 


ds irrelevant. ‘The question you .. 
“should be asking. the man in the” 
<nirror. is “How can A: ‘learnt to’: 
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eroticize sexual L hygiene?” ‘Like Be wee 
_ pood friend and delicious playmate ms 
of Uncle Bruce's always says, “It's 
mot so hard 'to give up 25 of your’ 
favorite routes to orgasm If you ~ 
have another 175 ways of getting — 
there.” Learn to become a. safe. 
sexpert and you 'and all your: 
partners will have a lot more fun. . 





1 
ca eg ag a ap po sl i ed ee ee i 
a ta ee oN ne EL DAT ALT . fateh 


; 
= Pe ee oo La 
spo Te Fin mame at Peavey hat yrbiege oe Teh Vio ini Rela ieehnie sipre RS hae Bla 





ye Lavenda ar r Rose « 
~ Womens Arts & Mystery School’ 


es P resents a class entitled: “Another Mother Tongue - eo ee Bee 
Envisioning Queer Culture.” Lesbians, bisexuals a mS Ne 
_gay men are invited to trace the threads of myth, ge » a TANS ee 
_ sacred story, and hidden’ history of: queer culture... i Ps Nee fe ee yi 
Judy Grahn, author of Another Mother Tongue — “Git Qs ee 
Gay Words, Gay Worlds, ‘will be a guest in one of the. Be ee es ee y ae ~~ 






Port 


__ elasses.. Instructor: Rose Francis. Thursday nights, 
; pier Feb 7 in SF, Sia/ders, 7 i elakak 7164, 


_ Uni wed In Love — 


. > | “Black & Whi te Men Together ae, 
Pi anid. the Gay & Lesbian Alliance 

_ Against Defamation presenta ==. 
Handraieer 6 on t Valentine's ‘Day, ac + 


ae Nation al 1 4 co oa se ie _ February. 14. - 


‘What your mother probably ie 2 JA A romantic, fried ebening of comedy, a 
ee . never. told you was that Auntie |” : Lesbian | : _' “catere d bu fet, a anil no-host bar. : 
oo ae Margo. & Uncle Bruce are available _ au 2 Dy * 2 
eae". te answer-all-your questions, . . &e & Gay - i: RS ae es Rist Unitarian Church | 
‘Send them c/o BABN, 2404. °° =" Ee ie eae | Prankiin & Geary ‘Sts, SF e 
California Street, #24, SF, — : Writers aft ue Bp TIO BH 
SATIS, ‘We will only use your... - ca at ee Bo A 
daitials or your pen Hane. Sodont Conference —— | 925/819 fadvance '$30/$20 fat pals — 
“WOrTy, your. mother won't die % re ne 
wae = = 7 a United In Lave e fepresents the shared interest ow ge 
ante Marge fake Marge ao March 1, 2 & 3\ _.... both organizations have in.advancing the. 
Ed. D). is a sexologist, educator, and»: ie “freedoris of lesbians, gay men and bisexuals °°): 
counselor. She is the Training | Coatdt ec sponsored by is fa me coloiey Further details: eae ee 
tion: on the faculty of the Jnstltilie far’ ih 
the Advanced Study of Human’Sexual- Foundation: 
tty; founding member of the Bi Center, 
in San Francisco and of BITE (Coalition ve Sa 
of Bisexual Therapists & Educators. >" | 
| - *Unele Bruce (aka David Lourea. ate magazine. 
Ed. DJ, ts a sex educator, couselor, |: cae & 
researcher, author & activist; one fi the gf Bringing together t the. 
charter members of the Radical © - 'Lagtion’s. leading © 
‘Revolting Sexologists fram Hell: founder -ifesbian, gay,: and 
_& codirector of Bisexual Counseling... thisexual writers, 
S Services; founding member of BITE ; oo. ‘|edttors; and - 
pigs we! Sounder & co-director of the Sexologists ve publishing 
AE Sexual Health Project; faculty at. oF : Fs Be professionals. 
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i Building | the Bisexual Community... 
_ | more: details call, 415/845- seu. e ) | arene 
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, ABs Forums are. held in San] —— ore hens pate ABN ee ae ; 
epee Wendl spe nts sf ee, 
| Paances scrnatyg women's. ae os = oe 
Seo ion oo irene : oe | ae 
: lication of sound ao 









Ach ti 


mE 
ye 5 


“1953. Eddy: e a 


* 












This: i$, your, chance to Meat those res 


corals 





* fee er, athe - 





arts & culture 





i 


A New Renaissance 
on the Horizon? 


By Jim Frazin 


Provided this magazine 
has a long and glorious future 
ahead of it, there is one person 
whose predictions infer that we 
(this d at least) will 
be kept quite busy for many 
years. John Naisbitt, author of 
Megatrends, was recently 
heard saying that while ABC 
TV probably won't replace 
"Monday Night Football" with 

Night Ballet," be on 
the watch for a cultural renais- 
sance. The accelerating pace 
of technology is tipping the 
balance away from our experi- 
encing our humanity. So, he 
says, “expect a renaissance in 
arts, literature and spirituality” 
which is an attempt to regain 
that balance. Naisbitt went on 
to say that the em 
"giobal lifestyle" will be offset 
by emerging cultural national- 
iam. “The great challenge is 
how to maintain one's cultural 
heritage amidst the 
aaa which we'll all 

ace.” 

When I first read Mr. 
Naisbitt's comments, I was 
confused but couldn't under- 
stand why. A renaissance 
would be a wonderful time, a 
flowering, a rebirth, I thought. 
The bubble of my delight burst 
when I focused on the disturb- 
ing counter trends that we are 


experiencing. The concerted 
attack on government—funded 


arts activities ts d 

oth ohaceidapcatemaptica pam 
art and into political defense 
tactica, The merger of right- 
wing political ideology with 
Christian fundamentalism has 
given rise to a particularity 
virulent strain of fascism 
whose notions of renaissance 


jaele mass Le An fnmiaition. 


-- =n. Sauer iserivemts ER LS TdT ee aE Tit 


other 


ment of the middie class and 
precipitous reduction of dis- 
posabie income, along with the 
diversion of those resources 
into totally unproductive 


military pursuits and massive — 


national and personal debt, is 
another such trend. 

Another critical counter 
trend is the canvergence of the 
forces of feminist anti-por- 
nographers with certain right- 
wing anti-pornographers 
forming a rear-guard, un-holy 
alliance with groups whose 
publicly—stated goals amount 
to cutting off ferninist politics 
at its roots—-the right of 
women to control: what hap- 
pens to their bodies, what 
information and pleasure they 
can have, and where they can 
safely walk at night or com- 
fortably work in the day. 
Instead of invigorating femi- 
nists, this dog/cat fight has 
merely consumed fermninist en- 
ergies while the inquisitors © 
look gleefully on 

These counter trends not 
withst I tend to agree 
that Mr, Naisbitt's prediction 
may be right, but feel that he 
has overlooked a couple of 

very important factors. 
One is the ending of the cold 
war. While we still have to get 
rid of the accidental threat, 
lifting the vail of the deliberate 
threat of nuclear war cannot — 
be underestimated as a factor 
in cultural renaissance. The 
resulting explosion of cultural 
and economic activity in 
Eastern Europe may be unpar- 
alleled since the beginning of 


the European Renaissance 600 


years ago. 


In the case where Eastern | 


Europe meets the West with 
relatively few political fetters, 


. the mutual pent-up demand 


for cultural exchange is bound | 
to be explosive. Westemers. 
(including many who were 
formerly from the East) have a | 
huge appetite for authentic 
voices of what went on (in all 
ways, not just culturally) 
behind the Iron Curtain since 
Stalin. Likewise, the Eastern- 
ers have stars in their eyes for 
what Westerners have pro- 
duced over the last eighty 


years. 

The continued emergence 
of new cultures and identities 
{in the East as well as the 
West) within the context of the 
pressures of homogenization is 
a genet trend. In some 

areas, existing marginal cul- 
tures and identities have found 
a measure of safety and this 
has given hope to newly emerg- 
ing groups such as bisexuals 

arnd*, You know that 

ies Queer Nation "WAR 
WORDS" make it into the 
"Public Eye" section of Image 
Magazine (November 11,1990} 
something good is happening 
for everyone (bisexual). 

Another trend is the glo- 
balization of the Green Move- 
ment and the effort to counter 
the effects of over-industriall- 
zation, pollution, de-foresta- 
tion, global warming, etc. The 
combination of modern fund- 
raising, “ecotage," political 
lobbing and party organizing 
{as in Europe) is a phenome- 
non to be reckoned with. 

Over the last five or six 
years the {ink-on-paper) pub- 
lishing industry has been 
turned on its ear by the advent 
of electronic publishing and, 
folowing on that, desktop 
publishing. Electronic and 
desktop publishing have put 
the ability to publish 2.rea- 
sonably professional—looking 
rag {like this one?) with up to 
date information into the 
hands of aimost everyone who 
has something to say. The : 
economics of these efforts have 


reduced the size of the audi- 


ence necessary to keep a 


- venture financially alive. ‘The 


_ Tesult is more information in | 
the hands of those who can 
enjoy or benefit from it, and 
another layer of fog is lifted 
from the mysteries of commu- 
nicating with a target market. 
With the promise of access, 
encouraged to produce art and 
literature geared to specific 
audiences. Within specific 
niches and across groups of 
allied niches we can witness 
this renaissance even, though 
we will have to, I'm certain, 
continue to look over our 
collective shoulder. In other 
words, bisexuals and Aber- 
bajani will have to remain 
vigilant (politically and cultur- 
alty) in order to keep our place 
in the sun, 

The flourishing of spiritu- 
ality provides a sirnilar case. 
Starting over twenty years ago 
with the earliest media-phe- 
nomena gurus like Maharishi 
Mahesh Yogi, we have seen an 
amazing proliferation of spiri- 
tual teachers emerge from 
many corners of the earth. Co- 
incident to this has been the 
increase in spiritual publica- 
tions and spiritual art. The 
ecology movement came of age 
politically at the same time 
that it becam#¢ spiritualized by 
drawing on traditions of indige- 
nous peoples. Of course, — 
Christian fundamentalists are 
"spiritual" too. I hope our 
necks are flexible enough to 
meet the challenge. 

Mr. Naisbitt has correctly 
pointed out important trends 
{and failed to mention others). 
He has also failed to point out 
that his vision incorporates 
destructive elements which are 
tending to derail this genuine 
flourishing. Whether we end 
up in a golden age or an ingio- 
rious one, I expect that there 
will be plenty of cultural 
phenomena to review for your 
pleasure and elucidation in the 
months and years to come. 


* The Azerbajani is a re-emerging 
_ ethnic group in Armenia. 
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| Bisexual Movies 


| By Paul Haut 


‘ieee aideaermnacons nie rammuagnie a movie 
in which I was attracted to both a man and a woman in the 
same film. 

It was quite an experience for me back in 1965. There 
I waa, fifteen and horny, on a school field trip to see the hot 
new flick Doctor Zhivago. And there they were, Omar Sharif 
and Julie Christie, pulling me back and forth in a kind of 
adolescent turned-on tug-of-war. 

1 was reminded of Omar and Jule the other day when 
] saw Bull Durham, another “Bisexual Movie." Okay, so now 
it's a middle-aged tug-of-war, but it's the same idea, just 
twenty-three years later. I could have died for Susan Saran- 
don and Tim Robbins (alas. not Kevin Costner). The big 
difference is that my new tugs of war are delicious things, 
feasts of plenty; as opposed to my old tugs, which were 
guilt-ridden, malcing me feel like the freak I felt 1 was. 

You may wonder what has happened to me in the 
ensuing two decades that has transformed me? Mainly I've | 
learned from bitter experience that I had been twisting 
myself into pretzel shapes trying to live by other people's 
definitions of what my sexuality was, is, or should be. 

From the dawn of my sexual feelings, certainly before | 
was married, I was attracted to men, so I thought surely I 
must be gay. I so much wanted to feel “normal,” I resisted 
amy gay feelings like crazy. Then. when I had gained some 
measure of self-acceptance about my gay feelings, 1 would 


| become confused as hell when I'd be attracted to a woman. 


I felt as if I were somehow betraying being gay. I was 
always, always trying to make myself be one way or the 
other. My psyche couldn't handle the concept of wanting or 
needing both men and women in my life in a sexual and/or 
emotional way. And I certainly didn't recognize any sort of 
bisexual option that seemed remotely viable or 

When I was married, I vowed to myself that I wouldn't 
be with men. I had told my wife beforehand that I was 
attracted to men, and the silent assumption during the 
three-year marriage was that I would be monogamous. We 
never talked about it again. The issue was buried, and so 
was any real chance for the relationship. 

After my divorce, when I hung out with gay friends, ! 
felt pressured or embarrassed. | wouldn't talk about women 
or being with them. But I missed women because I was 
denying the wholeness of my sexuality and self. Always this 
either/or, it was craziness having to choose. 

_ Now at age thirty-nine, I'm really just beginning to 
shed this craziness. For too long I allowed society, people, 
and institutions to take away big chunks of my life and hap- 
piness. Who the hell are these anyway? 

The truth is, I have a multitude of choices. — 
likes and dislikes, loves and turn-ons, hatreds and heart- 
throbs, I will never be pressured into giving up my heart 
and my lust and my unique self again. I'm back in my life 
and sharing my love. Anybody want to go to a "Bisexual 
Movie" with me? 


Reprinted by permisston from Bi Any Other Name: Bisexual 


People Speak Out, Hutchins & Kaahumanu, co—editors, 
Alyson Publications, 1991. 
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GLB Publishers is a 


young - ‘contributory* iv 
publishing - company 
interested - “primarily. ines > 
publishing » fiction. and -- 
poetry by gay, lesbian, 
and. bisexual writers... as 
‘you ‘have faith in your .. 
“” Manuscript and-wantto 
--” gee iin print, abe ae we ce 
‘ — al Wote.t tor’ : 


6) PUBLISHERS - 
- O. Box 78212,” 


"San Francisco ont07 | 








a a document of the sexual revolution - 


: Ey: - Fiction : 7 
Es Ssays | 
News. 


oo issues of: 







interest. to women,” 
‘queers, ‘activists, : 








| + outapoken ane ioe J 


pase oo Mavaileble at” 

“bookstores aad newsstands : 
& Lf ee Saag copies: ‘$4 ‘ 
ae ‘Suterpions a issues 










OMG) Sotter Street #121 
San. Fraricisco, CA 94104 













iE. Hines and the a 


ae wend be difficult to find'a more * 
_; universally attractive figure than» 

. ‘Shug Avery; in Color Purple. she! 

Meat Stekirig mia | “lives from ‘her heart but knows the 

“fo-. score and-takes care.of. necessities . Js 

; : wih a Soden and, a. fepable t oe Ee: 


ere aid Serene dats eo, rete Fan 
rs sat Ee rt . “ rs, . 


: Ri hog ihe as ana 
films which acelatm, proclalm a and 
: eae bisexuality. - 


Three notable autobiogra:”” : Ba 


ee phies rolled off American: presses”. 

. in the same year, 1988: Martina: 
... by Martina Navratilova, The Jack 

Wrangler Story,‘and Confes- 

‘.stons Of A Failed Southern :. 

- Lady, by Florence King: ‘They. all 

a offer exciting bi-positive models." 
oe -Martina Navratilova, interna- : 
ee ‘ional: tennis:champ, reflects: on 
_. the psycho-social issues of her. 
_.. bisexuality as she ‘tells ‘us. four. 

_, her struggle to be a female athlete 
and her decision to defect from: ay 
Communist. country to the West.” 
She offers’ ‘inspiration and support 
i fo* those of-us who are Feeling © 
ile : uncertain and ‘oppressed. . 


Jack Wrangler. is an athlete 


ole of another. kind. “He gives us a- 
~/lively.account of his road.to ~ 

~~ §tardom as.a-stud eciaordliare” : 

.Qnee he established himself asa” 
“gay film star, ambition. led him: io 

the next step. ‘Utilizing his - 

- - bisexual potential he moved: into 

4 Straight porn and subsequently ~ z 

fel in love with a woman. Here. is 

a: model for anyone who wants’ to | 
ee Martina and Jack rely on: C0- | : 
= authors to.present their storles: 
Florence King, however, is 2: Bifted 

-cwriter.“She has a flair for dissect”... 
“ing gender role stereotypes ‘and ©! 

~ social conventions to initiate. her 
{nto the mystique of being a: 

wed proper Southern: Lady. : Florence. 

’ rejected this genteel tradition’ and 
“. the feminine and masculine © : 
... behaviors which ‘it fosters. : Vou” 
will admire her.determination: to 
|... be who she is and to. seek: love _ 
2 where. it is:to be found.” : 


Bisexual. characters a are” | 


oh prominciit in two distinguished = 

. novels of the “80's, Alice Walker’ S. 
Color Purple and Manuel Puig’ Ss. 

’ Kiss Of The Spiderwoman. Each 
: of them presents. a “coming out! 


An all: of moder fiction; It 





“ They. starred. such: notables as °: 





“Frank Ri (Beyer 
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Pee. the two ‘women’ into ple ee 
. cal:intimacy as'natt “asthe. : 
heart beats: The’ discovery of: her” 
bisexual ‘potential: ‘could not be” 
-inore simple-and: ‘uncomplicated 
“for Shug, because. she believes: ine, i 
the-integrity and ‘spiritual value. of - Lee a As 
“her. feelings. Her love for. MISS ee oo, 
__ Celie. comes: ‘from the:same sacred d oe cS 
Source as: her, love for. her. male. ot 
from the ‘Hollywood film version, 
you have been cheated of the. 
““yrical, beauty of the tender. aon SOs 
_ formed: between ‘these two: ‘women: oo is 
The coming-out'in Kiss is, BY ° / 
~ contrast, political rather than ::: 
intuitive. -Valentin:is:a: political 
~ “prisoner ‘who finds: himself locked | 
“cup with:a:- homosexual: offender. .. a 
: He discovers that he uncon-:.’: oe aes 
~selously degrades his cel! mate™ 
Molina. solely because of Molina’s 3 
-seXual preference. : ‘He winatles = 
’ with his soul-to.overcome his™. 
| JRomophebie conditioning.’ ‘He: 
, discards ‘the privileged: poattion 0 of 
being heterosexual; as an: act Of 
_ conscience. : 
"Valentin chpeses. te become 
P hice a in-order.to liberate “:2.<:. 
himself from:stereotypes. and to. 
free himself:to give: eaeseditional: 
support and understanding to. his. 
cell mate. “Valentin; like: re 
“offers lis 2: sublime model Of: 
_ human’ decency. 
The film: version of Kiss 
- unfortunately obscures Valentin’s S: 
-. struggle‘and eliminates ‘the: 
_ pallies of bisexuality, a. major 
theme. in the:novel::: 
Ifthe past: decade: 15 an 
indication: of things to come: nm: 
. .inema and theatre in the: next” ee 
/ Getaide: hang. on'to your seats.. a ae 2 webs 
“encountered believable’ bisexual :: ‘ 
“characters in films made in‘: 8 ue nd 
race Argentina; Hungary; Italy. S ie 1 ae 
Mexico; Scotland and the U.S2)6000 
‘and: heard about others from: 
Shain: ‘Canada ‘and Germany. oe 








Gerard Depardieu (Menage), ‘Alan - 


: Bates (We Think The World: of oo8: 
oe You) and ‘Klaus’ Maria’ Brandauer. © 


(Colonel Red): “They: ‘were ‘made :: 
‘by such ‘directors as-Liliani Cavani 
(Beyond ‘Good ‘and. Evil), Robert 
ond. Therap y) and 








sige a 





pe 2 fa me. was. pond 1 Herlinda dyes 
oo. “And Her Son,:a Mexican. comedy Z af 
ome directed Ay caine y Humerto ae 


a earuenionak a femnily i life with = 
“oo children: plus: a same-sex. ee ene 
“this Js it, complete with an: endear. ae 
(2. ing parent:In-her-maternal”: ee 
| os wisdom,’ Dona ‘Herlinda Sanctions eG 
ah her: son's same-sex passions while 
“. "she choreographs his:courtship 000 is5 
* “and ‘marriage toa suitable woman pees sree entcnaee 
and, to top it off, makes‘sure: there. a Pee Bere Fo Nia ae 


Ns panes ae san 
"Bog bee" aes 





eee re Tt 


“ste place forthe ‘male: spouse in 


- _ the extended family. “In this: - 
“comedy, conventional matrimony 
--has.a fruitful outcome for ali— -. 


oe dncluding | a grandchild for Dona - 
¥ + ea 


“What ‘about: Broadway), ‘you. 


of integrity and courage we.are: 


na prateful for:Christopher: Durang's- <i aes Serer area 
--..comedy Beyond Therapy and. ns ie aoe (Sess 
Davis’ compelling Mass Appeal. i 


- ... In-both plays the central figure. is. 


ca stalwart young man who an- 
_. ‘nounces ‘his bisexuality without 
a ‘hesitation or shame. *:.... 


The young ‘hero of Mass © 


: Appeal is.a seminarian dedicated a ee 


to his ideals -and steadfast in - 


_»proclaiming his'sexual identity. 
.. His innocence is‘no:match for. 
‘inflexible ‘social structures. - 


Although he Joses his battle ‘ 


| -apainst'the Church, his: strengtlt:. 
of character and his virtue will, (we 


oe expect, ‘pay off in the future.- 


heel 


[o mimethoch isa menber nfthe! 





‘In Beyond ‘Therapy, ' Bice. 


oa “ality. is a complicating factor to be: ue 
"-<-$¢roned out before the startled... 
.. female:is won by. her. persevering | YZ 
-y/ bisextal suitor. /1f 1 you believe love | 
4. and sexual attraction are stronger’ 
? >: than stereotypes and the influence x“ 
2 ofweird: therapists, here is eee 
ee model for: Success. - ae Soe, a ; 


oe oe oie Bethe 
ms 2 See ees LAI SS AE ee 
: rege Means é Pacers ong y : 


Fe as : ee A : id 
| Rie oe eitans 


dg. ask?: ‘Three hits immediately come _ 
“to mind: ‘the musical :La Cage Aux = 
- + Fotles, ‘Beyond Therapy and... 
Mass Appeal.:'La Cage, too well. 
- ‘known: for further‘comment of 2 --.-. - 
course, has gone a long way: in the “if 
“-.” service of gay daddies and of ¢9° oS 
.. bisexuality in general. ‘For models» a 
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Bisexuals have 1 never coa- ee 


have largely been. ‘without a yoice 


We: intend to ‘ats an eye on a 







‘Boston Bisexual Men's ‘Network. 
““some.of. his sketches, ‘canbe © 


cee “found in Bisexuality: A Reader: 
ee ‘and: Sourcebook. byt Thomas 


enna. exhibits. performances, 
festivals, or. “showings; ‘beyond | - 
eee “books; ‘sJmagazines; : eit 
eae , i “publications; beyond film an 
oso More of] Bill's: writing, as well’ en ‘we will be looking at com: 
"puter bulletin boards, : graffiti, ‘bil: 
boards, fashion. and design, even.” 
-. & advertising 3 and anyinine # else that fi 
a ee catches 0 our interest. 
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In piece this < will mean 


a “thal in addition to‘reviewing 
wee Se. epltural expressions which are! 

; be ce <>). bisexual in some aspect, we will. 

ag ae a ee any: culiural expression © _ 

= which: is of interest to us and to i 
“othe readership whether or not it” 
ae contains some expression of — 
to express our contributions'to or. “bisexuality. Reviews willbe 
expectations: from society. ‘Oppor:. = golieited by the editor from the 
tunities for cultural and social 
-¢/ expression. have been. forbidden, 
~ dented or submerged: in-main-: 
““=gtream society or lesbian/ gay-o or. 
“other subcultures. “Thus ‘the’: 
purpose of the review section of © ae 
_ ATM will be to provide a forum’ for a 


“-<widest possible cross-section of 
oe the bisexiial community in order _ 
=| -=to.continue to reflect -and encour- 
“age diversity while maintaining the 
. fy ‘highest possible editorial quality. 
ire have a lot of catching up to do, 
so we will be reviewing many =~ 
the discovery and the: ap ene of things which are not new but are . 
2 bisexual voices... oS << nonetheless important.. From time 
“cto time reviews from those who are 
‘not bisexual may be solicited — 
”.°- “where the content and/or: scope” a 

: 2 og be of, significant | interest to 

a bisexuals and to the readership. . 
The contents of the reviews may | 
: ee laudatory, critical, informa-. 2 
“=o tional, or some. combination of...’ gee 
-ycharacteristits. Reader. comments, 
/ suggestions and contributions are | 
‘ co parourseed and Welcome. © Tao - : - i a - 








Sex, Lies & Literary Allusion 


Henry & June: 


a film by Philip & Rose Kaufman 


By Jim Frazin 


"L...feel filed with that sort of 
sensual joy in handling objects. | 
want to go through every cup- 
board and closet keeping only 
what pleases me so that reaching 
for a glass for juice is an experi- 
ence of pleasure and beauty..." 
writes a friend from New Mexico 
after seeing this film. 

is this simply a sensuous 
film personal in its meanings? Or 
is Henry and June the next 
salacious wave breaking on the 
shores of Anglo-American sensual- 
ity, striking another blow to the 
tottering moral probity of our 
continent? Or, is this 
film an epic about two 
working class, Jewish 
Brooklynites, lost on 
the left bank of the 
Seine? They wander 
aimlessly across the 
tortured, wine-dark 
seas of the psyche of 
an upper-middle class 
woman who has set 
sail without a compass 
while the rest of 
Europe prepares itself 
for a massive parox- 
ysm. 

Amid reports that 
some newspapers in 
California would not 
run the ads for Henry 
and June, people 
headed for Bay Area 


o'clock Monday matinee. The 
theatre was 80% full. But who 
were all these people and why 
were they flocking to this film; 
what is it that they expect to see, 
to experience? 

Philip Kaufman brought us 
another wonderful work of erotica 
in the form of the Unbearable 
Lightness of Being. (You may 
recall that bisexuality was touched 
on, so to speak, in this film too.) 
Lightness is based on Milan 
Kundera's highly acclaimed novel. 
Though fictional, it enfolds a 
sweeping backdrop of events (the 
Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia 


theaters in a big way— © YY Va 


in San Francisco, at 
the Kubuki theater for 
example, the film ran 
simultaneously on 
three screens. The 
East Bay, Marin, and 
n Santa Fe, N.M. 
port similar experi- 
ences. I went to a one 
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in 1968) that, in the West, has 
attained near mythical propor- 
tions. Lightness succeeds . 
because it achieves a magical 
poignancy. Henry and June 
succeeds because it achieves a 
rare candor and sensuality in 
recreating the confluence of three 
unusual and now legendary 
figures in literary history. 

Written from 1931 to 1932, 
the story material and much of the 
dialogue for the film, Henry and 
June, is taken directly from Anais 
Nin's journals which contain 
entries about her relationships 
with Henry and June Miller; her 
husband, Hugh (Hugo in the film); 
Richard Osborn (Henry's delu- 
sional lawyer friend who thinks 
everyone is stealing his manu- 
scripts); and Nin's foppish cousin, 
Eduardo Sanchez. Her journals 
reveal in searing detail how this 
cast of characters affected her 
——. feelings and reactions. 
This a record of Nin's 
struggle with her class 


« a background and her 


moral and ethical 
training coming into 
conflict with her drive 
for sensuality and life. 

The screen play is 
written by Bay Area 
residents Philip and 
Rose Kaufman. Nin 
strove in her journals 
to illuminate a 
woman's perspective 
and this is clearly 
shown in this film. | 
noticed the credit for 
Ms Kaufman and I 
wonder if one of her 
contributions to the 
script was to maintain 
the female perspective 
and sense of identity in 
spite of the very male— 
dominated environment 
of Hollywood film 
production. The script 
is pared down, almost 
skeletal, but bears well 
the sensuality of these 
characters. 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 


Nin's journals were never 
meant to develop characters or tell 
a story. Their purpose of record- 
ing every trace of her feelings and 
reactions unedited and uncen- 
sored was to allow her to reflect on 
the workings of her mind and 
heart. Thus all the characters 
have a shadowy sense. I had to 
continuously remind myself that 
these characters and their rela- 
tionships to each other are filtered 
through Nin's sensibilities. The 
journals were long field walks 
inside the mind of a thinker and 
writer, written for herself, and not 
so much (if at all), for the eyes of 
the public. Only years later did 
she decide to publish them in 
various forms. The job of the 
script writers and Maria de 
Medeiros, the Portuguese French 
film actress who plays Anais, was 
to reconstruct Nin from the inside 
out. And I think they succeeded 
beautifully. 

The portrayal of June Miller 
by Uma Thurman (Dangerous 
Liaisons) in this film has a "Mad 
Woman of Chaillot" quality. In 
Anouilh's famous surrealistic play, 
written in the 30's, the main 
characters are led into the under- 
ground of madness and joy by an 
enchantress. June is like Ano- 
uilh's character because the 
others follow her down. She pours 
through her own life—and Jean's, 
and Henry's, and Anais’, and Pop's 
(a "patron of the arts") lives, sucks 
at them like they were some weak 
beverage. She is boozing, manipu- 
lative, seductive, tragically comic, 
paranoid, utterly sexual and 
totally captivating to everyone 
whose life she touches. June 
cavalierly tells Anais before she 
leaves Paris for New York to “take 
care of Henry.” She returns to find 
that Anais and Henry are in over 
their collective heads. Her re- 
sponse, fed by the kindling of 
Anais’ and Henry's own denials 
and lies, is to burst into a pyre of 
rage and self pity. Never mind 
that things "didn't work out with 
Jean” in New York. 
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June, who never fully under- 
stands that she is the obsession of 
both Henry and Anais, basks in 
their attention yet bitterly and 
ironically castigates them for their 
less-than-totally accurate (in her 
opinion) portrayal of her in their 
writing. June aspires to make 
Henry into a Dostoevsky and is 
convinced that Henry can achieve 
the Russian's stature if only he 
could portray her as she truly is. 

June fails to perceive that 
she is muse to Henry and Anais 
the writers. June serves only to 
create pain and chaos. She is the 
miasma out of which Henry's and 
Anais’ creativity bubbles. Henry 
and Anais each struggle to pos- 
sess her on the one hand but 
idealize (or misrepresent) her in 
their writings on the other. Their 
obsessions drive them to capture 
her on paper, to exorcise her. 
They know that they cannot do 
this faithfully (perhaps not caring 
to) and yet are tyrannized by her 
desire to be immortalized. I 
wonder if Beatrice gave Danté 
such hell? 

Henry Miller, played by Fred 
Ward, is a balding (and in the 
book, graying), rutty, Pan with a 
typewriter. He is in the process of 
writing his great novel, Tropic of 
Cancer, which was banned in 
English speaking countries for its 
pornographic content for almost 
30 years. In this film, Miller may 


just be a new prototype of the 
heterosexual, white, American 
male, middle-aged, libidinous 
beyond our wildest imaginings, 
driven in his vision to create 
literature (instead of empires). 

Ultimately and without 
doubt, Henry recognizes Anais’ 
power and talent. He deprecates 
her interest in D. H. Lawrence 
but then totally reverses himself 
when he reads her book on the 
writer. He abuses her confidence 
in him by callously criticizing her 
writing. She is shaken and 
though she loves him, she confi- 
dently and with surgical precision 
cuts the ground from beneath his 
feet with her criticism that, “you 
are brutish" and “do not under- 
stand your own ‘fucking wife’ ” 
about whom he has complained 
bitterly. 

Anafts is enthralled by June's 
vitality and sexuality. There is a 
wonderful scene in a lesbian club 
to which June has taken Anatfs. 
June is apparently well known 
there, for when they enter, a dyke 
at the bar admonishes June with 
her husky voice to, "ditch her 
(Anais) and I'll drive you crazy." 
June passes up the offer with her 
eyes glued to Anais. June and 
Anais begin dancing together 
slowly (Anais is leading). The 
camera lingers, delicately, deliber- 
ately on the faces of the couples in 
that club which run from the 
undeniably butch to the totally 
gender-fucking androgynous. 

Maria de Medeiros brilliantly 
captures the searching, grasping 
journal writer. Anals stfuggles to 
experience her love for Hugo, June 
and Henry with her instinctive 
knowledge of who she is (and is 
becoming) as a woman and as a 
writer. She offers June her mind 
and her body; June wants "under- 
standing” but finds it elusive. 
Anais dreams of making love with 
June while June's gender 
changes. Anais plays at the game 
of lies while June actually lives 
them. Nonetheless, Anais takes a 
cue from June and reaches for 





innocence—to reclaim her woman- 
linese and her passion. She pays 
a price extracted by post-indus- 
trial society and which foreshad- 
ows the agonies surfaced by the 
sexual liberation movements forty 
years later: confiision---is she 
"normal," or is ahe lesbian (or is 
she bisexual? In an attempt to 
sort cut her "confusions," she 
entered psychotherapy after she 
began her affairs with the Millers. 

In this film, Anata experi- 
ences everything including rape. 
This film is not for the faint—~- 
hearted or those to whom "Political 
Correctness” is near and dear. 
There are at least two scenes 
where sex is forced onto Anais and 
where she unequivocally takes 
pleasure for herself. One scene 
was the first time she has sex with 
Henry backstage tn a cabaret and 
the other, during the Quatz Arts 
Ball, was with an unknown 
assailant who turns out to be her 
husband, Hugo. 

The rape scenes are troub- 
ling. Finet, they do not appear in 
Anajs's journals per se. There is a 
sense of violence, like a tornado 
which never touches down but in 
reading the book, I just did nat get 
that she was raped. Used, yes. 
Abused, probably. But not raped. 
Did the Kaufmans have informa- 
tion that was not in the book? | 
believe that this is the only point 
where the journal and film do not 
reconcile. 

In the film, Anais is raped. 
What are we to think of these men 
after thie? We sce and are asked 
{vy the filn’s makers and Anafs) to 
understand Anals' unwillingness 
to judge those acts of violence 
against her body. When she 
stopped judging her own actions, 
did she also stop judging ail 
actions? Was Bob Dylan thinking 
of her in 1965, when he wrote the 
song, "Love Minus Zero/No Limit,” 
where he says, “She knows too 
much to argue or to judge?" Did 
she totally cave in to her internal- 


sexual revolution which is {ust 

to untangle the sex and 
violence knot? Nin's writing and 
by extension, this film, raise a lot 
of questions for feminists and 
those concerned with violence 
against women. These questions 
are complex (and have not been 
raised by other reviewers I have 
read} and I cannot offer any pat 
answers. 

In a wonderfully portrayed 
supporting role, Anais’ husband, 
Hugo, is successfully illuminated 
by Richard Grant (who has been 
compared to a young Jimmy 
Stewart). Supporting three 
powerful personalities makes this 
a difficult role. He is a banker 
who, at first. appears to be a self- 
centered cuckold but later, 
reaches into the roots of his muiti- 
cultural heritage for a confidence 
and serenity which is a lifeline for 
Anais, He gracefully interacts 
with Anais and Henry but feels 
that June is "dangerous." 

Many viewers have com- 
mented that this film portrays all 
the characters in stereotypical 
fashion. I don't want to write a lot 
of stuff denying this. To you I can 
only say, read Miller's and Nin’s 
books. Read some of the other 
authors of the period like Huxley 
or Gide. 

‘This is the first film to be 
given the NC-17™ rating. Its 


original rating was X%. One bi 


female colleague suggested that 


the original X rating was due — 
largely to the lesbian sex scenes. 
Add to the Raters’ consternation 
that this is a woman's voice, a 
woman's feelings and we have the 
traditional recipe for censorship. 
On the other hand, could the 
raters have been so politically 
correct as to give this film an X 
rating because Anals appeared to 
enjoy the rape? That seems totally 
improbable. Also not lost to this . 
reviewer is how the NC-17™ 
(absence of an X rating which ts 
almost exclusively relegated to. 


dollars. Thank you very much. 
The aexualty of this film 

includes scenes of lesbian sex, 

prostitution, heterosexual sex, 


than the rapes) seemed to me all 
quite in proportion to the charac- 
ters and their relationships and 


- utterly lacking in pretention. Ht 


looked very much like life looks to 
me: sensual, saturated, intense. 
The cinematography {by the 
same cameraman as Lightness, 
Phillipe Rousselot) is fabulous. 
The colors are rich and subdued. 
The face shots are close in and 
capture the subtiety and nuance, 
biemish and beauty in every 
exchange. The depiction of the 
French countryside and Left Bank 
are beautifully contrasted in lights 
and darks. The casting for the 
whole film is one of the best 
collection of faces, not to mention 
bodies, I have ever seen outaide of 
the Fellini films of the 60's. The 
sound track splendidly contrasts 
Stravinsky's "Rite of Spring” with 


jazz classics like "St. James 


Infirmary" and “i Found a Million 
Dollar Baby fin a Five and Ten 
Cent Store)" and rhumba and 
flamenco music. 

So, who was it who flocked to 
see Henry and June? It looks 
like almost everyone did. This ex- 
quisitely photographed film noire 
ups the ante for this genre with its 
smoldering sexuality and literary 
landscape. This is high class 
porno and will I believe, along with 
that deus ex machina, the NC- 
17™ rating. contribute to a clearer 
focus on the erotica/porno debate 
especially for middle America. In 
spite of its themes of aex, lies and 
literary allusions, and surely 
because of them, I think Henry 
and June will be well received in 
the living rooms and other roome 
of suburbia. This film ts erotic. 






ized oppression as awoman? Did Pussy Cat Theater venues, i¢. not And beyond erotic for those who 
nati she know that in reaching beyond what one goes to the Kabuki to | want to see and feel the minds, 
ote aac re SL mint sam Tami ia eee} Was the entrée to mainstream hearta and times of some of the 
wit. she presaged by thirty years a America and the crowds and the most creative and controversial 
me at ow | literary figures of this century. 


: Bisexuality: 


A Reader and Sourcebook 


Written by Thomas Geller 
Times Change Press, 1990, $10.95 


By Cheryl Millett 


"The times they are a'chang- 
ing." In her essay, The Best of 
Both Worlds and Stiji Nothing: 
Bisexuals Come out to Talk, 
Melinda Whittstock writes, "BI- 
sexuals are not fully accepted by 
elther community [gay or 
straight)", nor do they have a 
community or identity of their 
own.” Although there are still 
many miles to tromp through in 
this marathon, especially with 
respect to gaining understanding 
and acceptance from others, there 
have recently been more than just 
rumblings abounding from the 
growing community of bisexuais. 
Thomas Geller's new book, Bl- 
sexuality: A Reader and Source- 
book, in which Whittstock's article 
appears, is part and parcel of this 
burgeoning {dare I say it?) move- 
ment. 

More and more bisexual 
people are coming together and 
speaking out, fed up with being 
scapegoated, told we don't exist or 
just plain ignored from all sides. 
In June, 1990, the first U.S. 
National Bisexual Conference 
convened in San Francisco and 
brought together more than 450 
people from 20 states and five 
countries. Counting the 1990 
Conference, the plethora of bi 


_ groups of all sorts springing up 


Vike mushrooms in a fertile forest, _ 


the birth of Anything That 
Moves, the newly published : 

fanthology) IN Any Other Name: 
| ‘Bisexual People Speak Out, by 
Lani Kaahumanu and Lorraine - 
Hutchins, and Thomas Geller's 
book, this is looking more and 
more like the: “Bi 90's." 

_Twas soexcited by the - 

prospect peneetne ® a@ new book : 
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that actually features bisexuality 
rather than mentions it as an 
addendum or afterthought {as so 
often happens in the gay/lesbian 
publications), that I snapped up a 
copy at the June Conference as 
soon as I spotted it, despite the 
fact that writing a check meant 
that I would have to defer other 
necessities (like groceries) that 
week, And it was worth it. I'm sure 
that there are lots of folks who, 
like me, having been so famished 
for full-fledged, honest and 
positive portrayals in print of what 
being bisexual means, are entirely 
familiar with the few books 


available that do address bisexual- 


ity. Everyone it seems has read for 
example, the gratingly titled, Two 
Lives to Lead, but find it and the 
rest leas than satiating. I poured 
through Sourcebook looking to — 
see bisexual people in all our 
boldness and subtleties: wanting 
to be entertained: hoping to be 
Raguned! WitD Dew EA renatet: I 


Well, I gulped down the 
anthology in one aitting and have 
since gone back to it again and 
again. It is more Hike an appetizer 
than the muilti-course meal I had 
fantasized, but a mighty tasty 
appetizer at that. I was left wish- 
ing for an-enirée, side dishea and 
dessert! | didn't get that full feeling 
I had wanted. As I mention later 
on, there are more courses and 
meals to comet! This is, instead, a 
fine dish from what I hope is an 
expanding menu to be served up 
by bisexuals themselves. 

The book is divided into 
three sections: “Bisexuals Looking 
Inward, Looking Outward," 
"Academia Looks At Bisexuality," 
and “A Bisexual Catalog" with a 
smattering of entertaining quotes 
to introduce each section. In | 
“Bisexuals Looking Inward, 
Looking Outward," topics range 


There is even a song, "Borderline 
Bisexual Blues,” by Amanda Udis- 
Kessler where she aseerts, 
“There's not a fence that I'm sitting 
on, I'm not ‘undecided.’ I'm bi and 
that is the way that goes." My 
favorite line is by "Vi" from Lon- 
don: “Just because I'm bisexual 









ual don't assume I'm a slag!" 
(British slang for swinger). That is 
one that I have had directed at me 
a few times! 

I have only one criticism 
about this section. It doesn't 
directly discuss ethnicity and 
bisexuality. Robyn Ochs does say, 
in an interview with Gary North, 
"To be discriminated against as a 
bisexual should make you draw 
the connections between homo- 
phobia, bi-phobia and racism and 
sexism. Because...once you're in a 
group that is categorically judged, 
you know that it's wrong,” and 
Beth Reba Weise's piece deals with 
coalition-building, but [ would 
have liked to read more cultur- 
ally—diverse voices. My eyes were 
opened by reading Andy Plumb's 
article about cross dressing and 
coming to terms with his feminine 
side, as well as by reading Pamela 
Walker's experiences of physical 
disability and bisexuality. But I 
know that there is more to hear 
from bisexuals of various back- 
grounds, Geller himself admits 
that if he had more space, hé 
would have inchided much more. 

The pieces by Amanda Udis- 
Kessler and Klein, Sepekoff and 
Wolf in "Academia looks at bisexu- 
ality” are bound to set one mus- 
ing, especially for those who 
appreciate the sociological angle. 
The Klein Sexual Orientation Grid 
is a useful approach to viewing 
sexuality, more comprehensive 
than the oft-used Kinsey scale 
because it takes into account 
sexual fantasies as well as behav- 
ior. 1 think the Grid could be used 
to liven up a party ("So, where on 
the grid is your ideal partner?"). 
The third article in this section, 
Albert and Elizabeth Allgetres 
"Normal and Atypical Gender 
Differentiation,” was interesting 
but I was puzzled as to why it was 
included here. It discusses the 
biological origins of sex and 
gender identification but says 

othing of the biology of sexual 
prientation, a topic that would 
seem more suited to this book. 


The final section, "A Bisexual 
Catalog." is a veritable potpourri of 
bi culture and references. It 
includes a list of terminology, bi 
groups. periodicals, books, films, 
plays and “a note on jesbian/gay 
phone lines.” Interesting stuff here 
(do you know what a ‘holly’ is?) 
{You do know!) Tracking down 
and pouring through even a tenth 
of the listed material could keep 
us all occupied until the closing of 
the "Rocky Horror Picture Show." 
Then, when it’s time for a respite, 
check through the world wide 


listing of bi groups and go globe 
trotting to visit “family” through- 
out the world, 

All in all, this is a book to 
check out whether you are inter- 
ested in bisexuality because it's 
your preference, or because you 
are a scholar, a concerned other, 
an under-the-doorjamb-peeper. No 
matter your reason, you'll have no 
regrets. 


*brackets are placed by author for 
clarification 
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They call it a newslet- 

| ter, but this thought- 
een cey Sbetcmeeleleybler-bacepe 
seems more like a bi 
feminist reader—an 
opinion forum for ar- 
ticles, letters and fic- 
tion for bi's, feminists 
and those interested in 
women’s issues. Women 

|and men alike can enjoy 
excellent, well written 
articles such as "The 
Myth of Heterosexual 

| Privilege," "Toward a 
Sexual Minority Com- 
munity" (bi women and 
| lesbian dialogue), and 

| "What is Polifidelity 
Anyway?" along with 
imepoboetey med eUpeced a cebemr: Bele! 

| poetry by women, 

| Edited by Beth Reba 
Weise. 


| Quarterly; $24/six issues (Visa/MC) 







| 20007 It's the high tech world of the 


| lecture circuit to promote Virtual Reality as cybemeftic psychedielics. 
| Mondo 2000 \s cyberculture at Its best. It represents the evolution of 
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Published by Fun City Mega Media 
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Weicome to the computer-generated 
world of the technofreak. What ls Mondo 


computer industry (mega dull) coupled 
with New Age hype (mega hip) and 
metaphysics (mega reality check). 
Mondo 2000 is the voice of the cyberhip- 
pie and the cyberpunk who exalt the 
latest in cyberpsychic interactive technol 
ogy such as "Virtual Reality,” described as 
‘electronic LSD" by the Wall Streef Journd. 
No surprise then that Timothy Leary has passionately returned fo The 


























the hacker from computer nerd to New Age Icon. 
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publication. It makes a strong 
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Frighten ~~ freedom, both on a personal level 
he | Horses | ate @nd within the political arena. 
Mireeehe ...: Editor Mark Pritchard dubbed 





amewey 1990 as the “Year of the Censor," 
. “wot gnd is pulling no punches to pro- 
’ -«:  jnote and maintain personal free- 
wen Gom through sex, art and political 
action. FTH is a progressive mix 
ins of HOT erotic fiction and poetry, 
hafeasion challenging essays and editorials, 
geri and news coverage "pertaining to 
first amendment, reproductive, 
gay and women's rights, and other 
issues that affect our lives as free 


people." 


i a document of the sexual rend tian 


“amid ame 
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Many adults lead lives of quiet despera- 
tion, tracked by themselves and by others 
onto a steady, unquestioned path from birth 
to death. For heaven's sake, don't challenge 
the system, 

Or else, question for yourself, if you 
must; revise the system so it works for you, 
but please don't rock the big boat. It’s 
barely afloat as it is. 

Or, ignore what Big Brother wants: let 
him watch you rebel, in fact. If you're Ra- 
chel Kaplan, climb onto the stage and really 
complain about the lies you were spoon-fed 
as a child. Say, “How do you, oh unchecked 
society, expect me to be a healthy adult ona 
diet of Prince Charming and Sleeping 
Beauty’? I'm starving for truth and reality!” 

Rachel Kaplan is on-stage to nourish 
hungry audiences and to help them heal 
themselves by dispelling myths created by 
family, fairy tales and television. She is also 
an established writer. Kaplan is the San 
Francisco Bay Times critic for the perform- 
ing arts and has been published in several 
other Bay Area publications, including 
Frighten The Horses and the SF Weekly. 
But, in order to really witness the reaction of 
her audience, “I need to see their eyes,” 
Kaplan explains. She is now concentrating 
on her performance art, where she feels she 
can have the most social impact. 

976-LOVE was the three act result of 
Kaplan's to combine dance, talking and 
acting into entertainment that is both auto- 
ehiercee pelibCer bar bitemeulegtter:ialelst: 0 Gm Milem Blelerutreleret a 
production's aim was to help audience mem- 
bers come to terms with how their upbring- 
ings shaped them and their thinking, by 
airing her own “dirty laundry.” 

976-LOVE, funded in part by a Zeller- 
bach grant and Kaplan's first major produc- 
tion, began with the more personal Daddy's 
Little Girl and moved to more universal 
themes in Sleeping Beauty and 976-LOVE. 


Writer & Performance Artist 
Rachel Kaplan challenges 

Dye Volo \\Aa magi aero @iar-lanaiialemmciare 
idalsw\W/felalelelgement-lammelejarclimciale 


really wants is Love... 
By Mary Munat 


““Love’ here is the way we can own our 
bodies and acknowledge the desire for con- 
nection. Love is all there is,” Kaplan elabo- 
rated on the title piece, It's about the way 
the media manipulates images and how that 
affects us, It’s also about moving beyond 
those images: “the familial, mythical and 
cultural projections on the bodies of men and 
women that make intimacy so difficult.” 

The promotional material for 976-LOVE 
includes naked images of Kaplan. Is this 
tactic designed to play upon our voyeuristic 
instincts? And if so, is it to demonstrate 
how we have been programmed to respond to 
sexist hype? Or, is Kaplan demonstrating 
her power through self-exploitation? The 
nude photographs could certainly represent 
the vulnerability she must feel when perform- 
ing autobiographical material that challenges 
the status quo. By publicly stating her epin- 
ions, Kaplan “exposes” herself to judgement 
and ridicule by both audience and critic. 
Luckily for us, Kaplan has more interest in 
exposing the truth to herself and her audi- 
ence. 

Kaplan views childhood myths as lies on 
the path to a limited adulthood. She began 
re-writing them in her mind while attending 
Wesleyan University. Now, seven years later, 
she's dispelling the trite tales for the world. 

In addition to teaching others, Kaplan is 
learning for herself, While discussing the 
“Prince Charming” myth with friends, she 
found that men were more eager to be done 
with the trouble-causing role model than 
were women. Men rarely have notions of 
playing the rescuer, while many women are 
programmes to believe that it is a dream that 
should be kept alive. 

“This is why we are still stuck,” Kaplan 
raved, further affirming the need for produc- 
tions such as hers. Many women, even those 
younger, supposedly more “liberated,” some- 
where, out of their fairy talc filicd expecta- 





tions, await a male 
rescuer. Someone 
who will, if not com- 
oletely care for her, 
eye eh ale lomecRib let: bel oom 
strong character, 
and a sense of self 
and certainty she 
feels lacking. 
Because we aii 
grew up in a heter- 
osexually-oriented 
culture, with Dick 
and Jane's parents 
as neat, old-fash- 
ioned role models, 
and despite protes- 
tations of “I'll never 
be like my mother!”, 
women generally do 
not learn to think 
and live as truly 
bereCeselopeteCesthae:Teitiam 
It is a major 
set-back in women's 
development as self- 
sufficient people 
that such an image 
is still propagated 
and, while unlearn- 
ing is more difficult 
than learning, the 
former begins with 
awareness. Kaplan 
has written, “I want 
to see women grow- 
ing into a fullness of 
vision that chal- 
lenges, deconstructs 
and reinvests the 
world with the 
meanings that give 
us Power.” 
Promising pro- 
tection is a lie from 
any authority figure 
outside oneself, she 
elaborated. “I 
needed to find my 
own authority.” 
Performing from 
such a place, from a 
position of leader- 
ship, Kaplan says 
through her acting, 
“Lam going to rep- 
resent an image to 
you of the possibili- 
ties of your own em- 
powerment.” The 
unlearning and the 
rebuilding begins 
there. Kaplan is 
“another warrior 


ll. sex is a metaphor for the. 
body's conditioning 


my body has been commandeered and used as 
barter 

by ail fhe men who hove been my lovers 

and most of the women, too 

give me back my body 

i want to own my body 

i don't want fo own you 


‘the small dance of my body is the big dance of 
my culture 
my body has been traded in the usuci ways 


money for sex 


‘sex for love 


love as sacrifice 
who taught me what i know about love? 


who faught me what i know about my body? 
prince charming, the mariboro man, barbie & 
ken, charlie's angels, mom and dad: are you 
my friends? 

sex doesn't equal love but no one ever fold me 
that 

i arn just learning about the boundaries of my 
own body 

and how to protect them 


i hove memories of fouch and i cannot remem- 
ber things 

i have expecied aciventures of a different sort, 
happy endings 


mo one abandons me better than i abandon 


myself 
i have given people i love the permission to hurt 


| The 


there are sounds inside me 


‘and ican hear them when i am aione 


if iam very siill 
i've been locked up for centuries 
and i don't want to be siill anymore 
ATTACK: the deep sieep 


she slept for 100 years 


for 100 years no one touched her 
roses grew about her head 


she siep! she dreamt she waited 


if is important to fight because 
whatever i cannot say to myself 
i cannot say to you 


land whatever is no? sanctioned ouiside of me 


starts disappearing inside myself 


Exerpted from “Give Me Back My Boay: Why itis 
Important to Fight," by Rachel Kaplan. This piece first 
appeared in frighten The Horses Magazine, Fall 1990. 


fighting against her 
own disappearance in 
a culture that is 
trying to erase her,” 
she wrote of herself. 
Kaplan adds with a 
sense of urgency, 
“We're in a culture of 
disappearance and 
people hke us {any- 
one who doesnt 
conform to society's 
expectations, like bi- 
sexuals) are not 
being seen,” 

Kaplan believes 
it is only through 
education and knowl- 
edge that we can 
move beyond intoler- 
ance and fear. “Bi- 
sexuals are part of 
the radical culture 
and we re all speak- 
ing for the right to 
be whatever we 
want...and no one, 
not Jesse Helms, not 
the gay community, 
is going to tell me 
who to be or what to 
do.” Kaplan's bisexu- 
ality plays a role in 
her art. She strives 
to be true to herself 
shige cCelmmelelcecergietect+aa ae 
expectations or lim- 
iting choices. 

976-LOVE is a 
production about 
owning your own 
pody by Owning your 
own mind, and all 
the possibilities 
inherent in owning 
both, with no lien- 
holder. Bisexuality 
is yet another mani- 
festation of 
freedom... just being 
able to go from one 
place to the next,” 
freed from outer and 
inner constraints. 

First we must go 
to the roots of how 
and who we are and 
begin rebuilding from 
there, sans 1gno- 
rance, On stage and 
on paper, gauntlet in 
hand, Rachel Kaplan 
is certainly doing her 
part. 
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Eve of the Beholder _ 


“By Marcy Sheiner 

The front offices of RS & B did not differ signifi- 
cantly from those of the thirty-odd law firms in which 
] had waited nearly every Monday morning of my six- 
month atini with the TempSec Agency. An L-shaped 
plastic sofa faced sliding glass doors through which 
marched a parade of youngish male lawyers and 
female secretaries, moat of them white, all criaply 
dreseed, bouncing lightly past the switchboard with 
an air of anticipation. The weary Monday faces of my 
subway companions did not appear in this building 
of chrome, glass and smooth gray carpeting: I'd see 
them again on my lunch hour, behind the counters 
at Chock Full O' Nuts or Woobworths. Those faces 
were mostly brown. 

Here only the switchboard operator exhibited 
the classic signs of boredom, as she plugged and 
unplugged wires, droning “Law Office” in a slow 
heavy drawl. But then, she was the only worker ['d 
actually had a chance to scrutinize. 

The elevator bells chimed and the giass doors 
slid open to admit a man and a woman. 

“So I-tokl her,“ the man was saying, gesticulat- 
ing with akinny arms poking out from too-short | 
aleevea, “it's called division of labor — you watch the 
briefcase and I'll hail the cab.” 

The woman laughed, her glossy red lips widen- 
ing. “Come on, Sammy, I know you — she'd probably 
already paid for dinner.” 

“Natalia, what has that got to do with it? Na- 
talla eyed Sammy with a mixture of suspicion and 
affection. The entire exchange took less than a 
minute, enough time for my attention to be diverted 
from the sweetly familiar Sammy — he might have 
been my brother or any one of niy cousins — onto 
Natalia. . 

She was astonishingly beautiful with a carefully 
cultivated gutward appearance: it had to have taken 
her a good two hours to put herself together. Tall. 
siender, her jet black perfectly-cut hair framed an 
impeccably made-up face. She wore a black belted 
ekirt and cowl neck sweater, high heels and dark 
stockings. A delicate bone structure belied the 

polished exterior with intimations of fragility. 
, “Good morning,” the switchboard operator 
virtually sang, handing Sammy a pile of pink papers. 
She too was carefully coiffed and cosmeticized, but 
whereas Natalla's lipsticked mouth seemed to invite 
contact, the switchboard operator's appearance was 


one of impenetrability. 


“Any messages for me, Annette?” NataHa ‘intend 
Ga ae 


convey hostility as _—e Natalia a pit ities 

Natalia studied the message, gianced in my 
direction and siowly approached. “Age you i 
Francine?” 

I nodded, unable to speak to this exquisite 
creature, who indicated I should follow her. Walking 
down the narrow corridor behind Natalia, whose 
movements through space had been seemingly — 
choreographed by Balianchine, I tugged at my 
blouse, trying to hide my lumpy middie, and pushed 
at my hair, crackling with static. I was conscious of 
being a good inch shorter, and several inches wider,. 
than Natalia. | | 

She led me through a room containing six 
desks, at four of which women were busily typing, 
over to a comer office. Pausing before a closed door 


she turned to me and whispered, “You're lucky. Mr. 


Shear is the nicest guy in the place — not that that's 
any great accomplishment." 

As soon as I sank into the red leather armchair 
facing Mr. Shear, I knew my tenure with TempSec 
had ended, that 1 had found a more-or-less perma- 
nent job. That chair cradled my bones in a way that — 
confronted what the weekly shift in scenery had been 
doing to me. That chair said stay. 

Mr. Shear did turn out to be an affable mun: 
but jt was really the chair that held me — that and 
Natalia. 


Three months later Natalia and I are having 
lunch in a Jewish deli. Although she has a habit of 
flashing her wedding ring around, every manin the — 
place is ogling her. You'd think that by the age of 25 
she'd have learned to take it in stride, but it makes 
her nervous, wary. {Once we met by chance on the 
subway platform. and I was shocked to see her eyes 
darting about like those of a frightened little spar- 
row.) 3 
I'm munching away on a pickle, telling Natalia — 
about the women's theater group I used to perform 
with, a subject foreign to her experience and which 
consequently fascinates her. Just as I'm reaching - 
the climax to my story, a balding man in black trench 
coat walks right up to our table, leans over and says _ 
to her, "That man over by the door wants to marry — 

Natalia’s eyes flicker briefly with irritation 
before she smiles charmingly and replies, “What a 
shame — I'm already married. And he looks like 
such a nice person.” She glances over at her would- 
re magn See Na ther cane 


_ towards me, Se a ae 





“What were you saying, Franny?” 
"How did that make you feel?” . 


"Oh, please, such stupidity. I want to hear the 
rest of your story." 

But I've run out of enthusiasm. i'm getting 
tired of these kinds of interruptions, partly because 
they serve to remind me that Natalia and I are a 
breed apart. 

"You're adorable,” she says jater as we comb 
our hair in the ladies’ room. She tells me this often, 
sometimes fussing with my hair,.claiming to be 
jealous of its natural wave. 

Still, when Nataliaiand I stand before the 
mirror, I invariably have to look away. I have ob- 
served other women actually flee the room when 
Natalia applies makeup to imaginary blemishes. 

"You're really something," she calls from behind 
the toflet stall. "The first thing you wanted to know 
was how that jerk made me feel." 

“Well?” | 

"I don't know. Not great. He made me feel kind 
of stupid actually." | 

"Why?" 

"I'm not sure. I mean, did I cause that to 
happen? I've been noticing lately, men don't do those 
things to you. Maybe I'm doing something to encour- 
age them.” 

“Natalia, I do not look like you." 

“But you're adorable." She drowns out my 
protests with a flush. 

She seems genuinely unaware that my life 
experience has differed from hers. When Sammy 
turns down hanch with me, she is more outraged 
than I. bee | 

"Don't talk to him again,” she admonishes, 
upset when | am still civil, even friendly. towards 
him. “I'd never ask a man out.“ 

i don't bother to explain that sometimes I have 
to, just as 1 don't explain why I asked for this job 
before it was offered. {She has told me she's never 
had to ask for.a job. Does she think it's her flawless 
shorthand?) 


Natalla and 1 are on the beach, Brighton Beach, 
where she lives with her husband Stanley just two 
blocks from her parents, surrounded by sisters, 
brothers and cousins. Stanley, who elects to stay 
home while we sunbathe, is a seemingly nondescript 
man, remarkable only for his devotion to Natalia. 

| "Stanley's studying for the bar,” she tells me as 
we set up our beach chairs. "He's absolutely bril- 
Yant. He'll become a lawyer without setting foot in a 
classroom, you walt and see.” She shades her eyes 
with a perfectly manicured hand. “Which direction is 
, the aun headed?" 

| She is standing there in her biack bikini, long 
legs wide apart, burnished hair gleaming in the 
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sunlight. f feel as I did the day we met: unable to 
speak, self-conscious about my less-than-perfect 
body. I feel, too, a desire to merge with Natalia, to 
ingest some of her beauty — a desife that t# undenia- 
bly sexual. . 

‘I'm going to check out the water," I say, and 
quickly jog to the shore. When 1 return, Natalia is 
settled in a lounge chair, her body sleek with suntan 
oil, her golden color deepening. 

"You'll never believe what just happened," she 
says. "A guy came over and asked if he could cool 
his feet in my shade. Can you believe the lines 
they're coming up with these days?" 

I laugh half-heartediy, settling into a chair next 
ta her. 

‘Watch how you position yourself." she jokes. 
"Don't leave too much shade.” 

"Natalia, men do not ask to cool their feet in my 
shade." 

“How do you know they won't?" she asks, 
genuinely wounded. “It's the new come-on. I never 
heard it before either." 

She is determined to believe that we exist in the 
same universe, that men make no significant distinc- 
tion between us. Perhaps she needs to believe this ao 
that our friendship can remain on an equal footing. 

"I get along better with men,” she has said more 
than once, with an odd mixture of boastfulnesa, 
compiaint and hurt bewilderment. 

Later-she cookesdinner: Natale: ta sae 
to learn, keeps a kosher kitchen. She eats very little 
of the rich food she piles onto Stanley's and my 
pilates; stuiied derma, pot roast, penne kugel, fried 
cauliflowerets. 

“Natalia's the ouly cook in the world extrava- 
gant enough to make chicken soup just to boil 
cauliflower in," Stanley brags under the guise of a 
complaint. 

After dinner Natalia shows me pictures of her 
parenis, siblings and cousins. Her family ie as 
strikingly attractive as Natalia, but what impresses 
me most is the pride with which she presents cach 
picture, and the way her face softens when she 
speaks of her family. 

Riding back to Manhattan I experience mild 
cultural shock: Natalia's gentle world seems closer to 
Anatefka than New York, and my studio apartment 
feels coldly futuristic. 


It's a rainy day and Natalia and I are eating 
lunch in Mr. Shear’s office: She's sitting behind the 
desk, digging out a cantaloupe: I'm luxuriating in the 
red leather armchair. 
"Stanley and I had dinner last night with a guy 
he works with." 
Another boring conversation; Natalia often in-. 
troduces mundane topics, which I invariably change. ca 





But this time she surprises me. 

"The guy was gay.” 

“How do you know?” 

"He made no bones about it. He talked about 
his boyrfiend, the man he lives with, openly. He's the 
first homosexual | ever met." 

"You're kidding.” 

"Where would I meet homosexuals?" 

"For godsakes, Natalia, you live in New York.” 

“No I don't,” she laughs, "I live in Brighton 
Beach — you saw yourself, it's a whole other world. 
Anyway, even if I lived in Manahattan, gay people 
keep to themselves. Do you know any?" 

"Half the women in my theater group were gay 
— 1 thought you realized that from the things | told 


"TI must be dense.” 

Yeah, I think, you must be, and I await her next 
question. 

"Did it bother you. — I mean, being with 
lesbians. Were you afraid they'd come on to you?’ 

"Weill," | say, taking a deep breath, "I was 
having an affair with one of them.” 

| “Oh. You were.” She pushes her spoon siraight 

through the rind of the cantaloupe, but her face 
remains expressioniess. My heart is racing; Gloria 
was my only lesbian relationship, and I've had little 
experience With the process of "coming out" — 
oarticulraly to someones like Natalia. But she knows 
of my intereat in Sammy, I think wildly, I've already 
established heterosexual credentials. Perhaps 
bisexuality confuses her, for she remains silently 
thoughtful a long time, while the molecules in my 
body busily rearrange themselves into a new public 
and self-image. 

Finally she speaks. “This cantaloupe ts deli-_ 
‘cious. I love them this time of year, don't you?” 

"Mim." 

“They're so good sil ala too, full of vitamins 
and minerals." 

We wrap our cuititionpe tinds in a paper bag 
and straighten Mr. Shear’s desk Meir going back to 
work. 


Is it my imagination, or ts Natalia flirting with 
me? In the bathroom she pulls up her skirt, 
stretches a long leg in my direction, and proceeds to 
straighten a stocking that needs no straightening. | 
Standing at the copy machine, she brushes against 
ime, her breast grazing my arm. There is a new 
Rare ta Sane vine, 8. gegen nee a paged 
contact. 

Although the very sight of Natalia triggers 
a eee 


Waeeen gaesa. far carer: tring. it’ Si totally Lncor- 


~. “Fa reaponse would send Natalia packing. The most 





urrwelcome aspect of her changed behavior is that 
she regales me with the details of her and Stanley's 
sex life. 

“| wonder what makes a girl so horny. Some- 
times I just want to grab Stanley and devour him. | 
don't know how he puts up with me." 

“I'm sure he loves it.” 

_ "Stanley's very cool, he doesn't let on what he's 
feeling.” 
"Huh. Sounds typical.” 

"| like it. I Hike a man who can control me." 

This time | throw out the cantaloupe rinds., sig- 
nalling lunchtime's end. 


One morning | meet Natalia in the ladies' room 
and find her sobbing into the sink, her makeup 
washed away: a tragic beauty with marks of sleep- 
lessness on her face. 

"God, I'm so glad you're here.” 

"What's wrong?" 

"My brother and his wife are moving to Califor- 
nia. He told us last night at my mother's. I can't 
handle it. What right does he have to abandon his. 
family?’ She looks to me for support, but I, with a 
sister in Spain, a brother in Phoenix and a daughter 
who lives with her father, am taken aback by the 
intensity of Natalia's grief. 

"It'll be all right, Nat, you'll see. You can viait 
them in California. Have you ever been there?” 

"Visiting isn't the same. | told them, look, it's 
your life, do what you want, but don't expect me to 
pack your bags for you." 

The door swings open and Annette enters. She 
nods curtly at me, then steps into a toilet stall 
without so much as a glance at Natalia. 

“Bitch,” Natalia mouths silently in the mirror, 
She blows her nose and pulls herself erect. "My God, 
look at me.” Hastily she pulls out an assortment of 
tubes and pots, and begins dabbing color onto her 
face. 

When her brother moves, Natalia is out for 


three days. 
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—you know, Alta, yr roomate may be pretty, but you. 
have that inner beauty that counte—Barry, 1960 


and here we are again, folks, a table of women, 7 of us, 
& the first thing i do to assess my co-workers on Tooth & 
Nail is Jook around at all of you to see who is prettier than i. 
my lover used to say how 1 was prettier than other women in 
women's lib & i would feel better while feeling worse & wish 
it weren't even a consideration. in anybody's mind, includ- 
ing mine, because if! drives me crazy & actually prevents me 
from enjoying situations. like i used to hate to go to : 
tmartha’s house because she is, and i quote, perfectly beau- — 
tiful. she doesn't even bite her nails. how can i compete. 
with that munch munch. then i got to know her & the bit- 
terness is real, cannot be measured; that we really like each 
other & could have been friends all that awful lonely year 
but i was afraid to be around her & have him look at my 
lousy skin & big nose & bitten nails next to her perfect | 
complexion & little nose & nice nails. how could he possibly 
want me more than her? everything becomes a handicap: 
every time i take a pill i think jesus no man loves a sick wife 
[to quote mother). men don't make passes at girls who wear 
glasses. blondes have more fun. fat ass. big boobs. clear 
skin. shecit. 

then it got so i could count on being the second pretti- 
est woman in any Situation! sitting atthe mediwould , 
always be able to find one woman who was prettier & usu- , 
ally not more than one. at any given party i could always 
see one woman who was prettier & feel prettier than the 
rest. even on busses. even in classes. doctors offices. res-. . 
taurants. dances. no doubt tt could have carried over to 
skating rinks, art shows, family reunions, funerals. we tried 
grading our looks one time. 1 gave myself 90 & the therapist 
asked what would john rate you & 1 said lower & can you 
imagine the bottom of that horrible fear? that each year i 
could only become more afraid because now i've nursed 2 
children; now my throat is getting crepey (or whatever it’s 
calied); & my thighs will never again be size 10 unless i get 
emaciated. a horrible fear that drove me to a plastic sur- 
_ geon who said all he could do with my big nose was to hook 
it, drove me to try on 7 different bras to nurse with so my 
boobs wouldn't hang low do yr boobs hang low? do they 
_ wobble to.& fro? drove me to dermatologists to smooth out 
my skin, drove me to cover my face with makeup, eyeliner, 
_ lipstick, mascara, drove me to curl & bleach my hair, drove - 
tae to diet, drove me to sit with my fists clenched so no one 
Could see my nails. ‘tell me i'm not oppressed. ask me what 
| 4want, tell me you dont like my methods. listen to my life 
| & see that t has been intolerable ae ee 








Natalia sat I ion decided that. ‘in the | Interest . 
of eaving money, we will brown: ‘bag it to work. It's 
* autumn in New York, and: we carry our lunches to. a 
ermal park: off Madison Avenue where a man-made. 
mubteetall offers Tespite from the noisy streets. ‘The © 
“setting: makes’ me. think. about my ten-year-old | 
- daughter, with. whom 1 aia weekends in ay 
ee openly “ . De: 
a a a nes “'She's 6 euch a pee td" “ I tell Natalia. “She's Ss at 
Bee : " that age when most: girls become little sexpots—you 
ee ka know, putting on: ‘makeup and fooling with their hair, 
: becoming | self-conscious: and ‘silly. But Sasha: hasn’ ty 
“guecumbed yet. “She's still into rocks and stars and © 
_ Creating. things, ‘she still knows her own mind." 
ot atop. short, “realizing that I've: been bragglog 








Seaae my: child,. an activity. in which I rarely indulge: ee 


LS the inevitable response isiat worst, resentment, at’. 
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going to send me some recipes." 


But Natalia « smiles with genuine happiness fr 2 
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: Mondays, 7:30 ‘p.mjoin .other wthBev, 
men and women ‘at a’ Peninsula cafe for 
. dinner and conversation. Call Liz at he! aS 


j 857-1044, ‘W/C ‘Access. Bae hc ee 


_BLEriendly San Franctaco, Mondays 7 730° 
p.m. ‘join other bisexual men and women. Rf 


ata SF-cafe for dinner.and corversation. 
Call Pierre: atl 5/ 753-0687: for info and 


nae events calendar, W/C/ Access. | 


vist & drd Tuesday ays 





os 3 700 pa me Join. other ‘bisexual’men and” 
_. Women at a Berkeley.cafe. for dinner and: 


‘ ‘gonversation, Call Susanat 415/524-0574. 


a : : 3 ; for info and events ‘calendar. W/' Cc Access. 


ae : oma, Thursdays. 7:00. 
| p.m, Bisexual men and women meet every” 


' 462-6248, or SASE to- | 
Support ‘wee P. o. - Box. i. Calpeta. 


ea CA 95416. 





5 Supnere 


ae er, dlecdadiony uirsdayss an ead at © 
- AOB/427-2873 oo 


oe & Jewish Bisexual Caucus, Meets - 


“> * monthly, Call ‘Mattie or Jim at ae 


2°2°! 8566, No W/C access: 
20° Lavender SIG: Fat Gs peal: 

o>) anverest group of NAAPA, Promotes beth’. : 
0 sfat and queer-conselousness through: . 


a ‘support, soctals, networking, and . 


oo newsletters. Info: Nancy: 415/751-8918. se : 


ea Soclety of Janus: ‘Educational and mu-'”| 
“tual support group foradulis interested tn). 
‘Open ‘to all: ‘sexual * sae 


SM, BD, “Leather.” 
‘SASE ‘to POBox’ 6794, SF 


vies QALOL Hotline: 415/848-0452. . 

a "nk: 

eee ‘networking of Leather/SM/ Fetish ; groups. 

beg Belton, ag ‘Box, 989, SF, 94101-. 
ee eee eo : 


- Social, “educational events eee 


Sie gt  sporsete | 
: foal Sark & mT Of saci ences 
..: i». for women, men; bi, gay, lesbian, straight.” 
ceiece Bor info writes : PO, Box 3212, 1 Berle 





Z 94703. 





Sore monthly potlucks and spe- 
coe -Galevents. Call Deng orJohn Bb rOr/a2a.” 
eo 2036 for info and newsletter, :. Pe eee 
°° Side By Side’ Mendocino, Support'and 

-. social events for‘bi women and-men: = - 
“oo  omens' rap groups, womens’ rap group, 
“ ” . $nixed social group. Info: Dave at 707/ 


@diseustipa 2 “Erle “one pen. one... 
_ closed. 1st and 3rd Thursdays. . Info: . 5 


coor ciranilited: ee patie in ie . 
= ships: Discussion group/networking/ Te= 0: 





ee : ven Rap, 1 Sundays, Ch reg a ae 
oe 5, 00- 8:45 pa m:. Pacific Center ‘2712 Tele-- 
sore eee. Berkeley. Call 415/841- 6224. . 





415/857-1044. wie Access. 
ext eminist 


“Support Group. Cal a ene | 6224. 
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- Discussion. & social: group. Call Liz at Me 


eee 3 =a : 8: 00-8; ‘Gop. m.: Pacific Center, 2712 Tele. a8 | ; 





‘graph: Ave. a Call: 915/841- ae . 
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5‘ : - . “: men's groups & resources dedicated to». - 

- Support Group, Qnd. ‘and 4th: Tucsdays -* ‘a positive c at gein male roles and rela-» en of 
=o sae HonshiPs... e 

' Macia Women's Supsort Group. 2nd and 5 

. 4th “Thursdays. ‘Meets for conversation |. 


Call’ ‘Gordon: at AIBIEBE 
3389." : : 


“and support at Caffe Nuvo in San Ans elmo. « a caged is eae 


Call Cindy at:415/456-4192 for info. 


“Bisexual Woinen's Open‘ Ran, Pacific | 
_/ Center, Wednesdays, 8-9:45p.m. 2712Tele-> 
“prphave., Beiely- Call wB/E 841- 6224. if 





“Support and resources for 
“women: who discover thelr husbarid ‘or.. 


"male lover has had or is having relation- peal 416/556-4801). Pe ae 


 poxual Men. :: 


ships: with other men. Dorothy | A39- ‘8862 
| Asian Pacific Siaters: Bi/ LecBinn women’ _ 
"28. Call 415/826-2526.” 


Hawaiian; Filpino, Chinese, etc. Call Lori : a 
“gt 415/ 750-3385, for infos ane events cal- Ss 
vendar. oe : 


,Of. Asian heritage including Japanese, 





“Celine at 408/ 429-5051. 
Open Forum: ‘Lesbian, Bi. Hei sia. 


~ Women working together. Info:.School of | bom = ah = ne 
| : pieacal An alesthige Last Sunday of 
: each month at'347 Dolores St, Room’ | 

= eats San: Francieee: “Cal & Katherine: tons 


Collective learning, PO Box 40598, SF, - 
CA ‘94 140, or call a aa “8035. 5 WIC... 
-_Becess. a 








“stream.” vee Susan. 4) 1S /: 524-0574. 





. source center for all:sexual preferences. 


“Monthly potlucks. in SF/East! Bay/Marin. 
Info “packet: 
Rocwer is eee aT, call 41 Sale 995-2607. : 
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+." women, men ° & Friends. 
"Youth Rap! Supportive: group. for. by a 
;desbian/gays under nee 22, Call Rikor © 


‘ADifferent Breed, social/s support eoap 3 
oe frelon with th deal: ‘single, or. multiple °° ya 


_ parents who identify outside the: main- : be Greece et a erual 8 peskers Bur from, — Se ice 


diverse ‘backgrounds, Mfestyles' and ©: 
oe eultures: speak on all'topics and»: 

“S-$sgues conceming bisexuality. To 
-become.a ‘speaker or to‘book a7: 
‘pespeaker for.your. event, “eal Vick! al 
Ua Mosc Des 
“2124 Kittredge, -#278-K, oe oe 





‘Support 8 a” 
“Call Mark 415/644- 8078." 
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Non-therapy group. for. those ‘under — ~ 


Francisco State’ Un yeniive Supper 

. events, newsletter. Write LGBA, Room 
ei ‘100A, ‘Student Union’ Buldg.;: SFSU, . 
J 1600 Holloway. $ SF,.CA 94192. 
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EA _FAMILIA: | ‘pi/iesbianjaey support Pd eae Ae a OSE EES es eeaee 
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obese ment (nO GIB/7 Te Led eh, ace aed ey te Hutchins ong, ade Kaahumanu 
write. 6B4 Castro #422, SF/CA 9414400000 1. 


a: isexual inlet “Men's. Group for’ Bi pies ihe voices oft over ‘seventy pieexualy women jand: men aeatibe their , : ve 

Omen who jwant ‘to“address ‘feminism in: 1 Ves. This ‘groundbreaking: feminist anthology i san important step. ine 
"their lives and within the bf community in eas that bisexualsarea Perec of, and ie from, the lesbian, Bay. ae 
Ss Mois. oe ee a mere 3 jean heter osexual communities. AOU ee eae Oe Se 
oS : 3 ral Feminiet: Bisex. ws . “ “Rejected byt both: gay 2 and straight wena! es a ban ee 
' Evo mn etwork (w 7 Dis- : bisexuals have been a community in ele. With -; “About t the sec Lgl ol 
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“Pata: 415/567-6883. nt ze on = ae “historical spotlight.“ —Joan Nestle ‘| activa teminkts, witers. 


; Nation Bi Caucus: 002. = ee <7 |: le “These urgent testimonials lead us to'a sexually «| 290 Disexual organizers 
UBIQUITOUS (Uppity Bi, Queers « . - whole society where, with our varied some, | inthelrown commu. - 
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Open to'those whe have AIDS, ARC or. 8 a 
HIV+ result: Meets: ‘Weekly. : sapere 
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% National 1 Gay Rights ‘Advocates ° 
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oo --~ cand persons with HIV disease. 
se : Help needed for ae clerical, 
: 415 /869- 3624, : 
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_ i ‘pepesaed Family N Network 
aes os ‘provides: information, resources,” 
ein places and social: events | 
Sooge 2 for those interested in: carta es 
eC aoe ‘committed. multi: 

: eee families, Write'2124~ 
_ _ Miliredee. St'#278-K, Bethy. CA 
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wo sae gift feryour'e lover. ASL ae 
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BO Steps to ‘Bisexual Visibility. 
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02115. Free! 6a ee ee 
~ International Directory of . a : 
s ’ Bisexual. Groups. Compiled by. 
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